


 
 
 

 
FOREWORD 

 
The official Proceedings to the Synod of the Eighth Synodical Convention of Lutheran Church–
Canada are provided as the official record of the decisions, elections and activities of the 
Convention.  I encourage all members of the Synod who receive these Proceedings to make them 
available to the members of their respective congregations and others so that the information 
contained herein may reach as many as possible regarding the theological positions of the Synod 
and the directions to be taken in the future ministry of the Synod as they have been adopted. 
 
Under the theme Give Jesus Glory: His Calling – Our Praise Lutheran Church-Canada met in 
convention in Winnipeg, MB, June 5-9, 2008.  Dr. Gene Veith served as the convention essayist 
and spoke on the doctrine of vocation: definition and application, and related that to the 
convention theme. We thank Dr. Veith for his compelling and timely essay. Rev. Jan Pastucha, 
convention chaplain, opened and closed each session with devotion and prayer. 
 
This was one of those rare occasions in the history of LCC when there was a change made in the 
office of the President of Synod. The Rev. Dr. Ralph Mayan previously announced his retirement, 
and Rev. Robert Bugbee of Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Kitchener, ON was elected president on 
the first ballot. We give thanks to God for the work of President Mayan over these past 12 years.  
We pray for God’s grace to be given in abundance to Rev. Bugbee as he begins the adjustment to 
his new position. May God grant us all grace and patience for the tasks that lie ahead. 
 
Special thanks should be given to the office staff who so ably assisted the secretary in his duties.  
Ian Adnams, Sylvia Klarenbach, and Janice Wiltshire deserve special thanks for putting up with 
my questions and providing sound answers. Rev. Bill Ney served as assistant to the secretary. His 
quick skill corrected several errors and prevented others from being made. I would also thank 
those members of the office staff who worked so hard to prepare these Proceedings. 
 
We ask for the continued blessing of God not only on the work of Lutheran Church–Canada but 
on all those who were elected to offices, boards and commissions of the Synod. May He guide us 
in putting into action those decisions that were made and bless their completion. 
 
May the Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit continue to strengthen Lutheran Church–
Canada through Word and Sacrament so that we may carry out our theme to Give Jesus Glory:  
His Calling – Our Praise proclaiming to all that “Jesus Christ is Lord” to the glory of God the 
Father and may all come to know the peace, love, and forgiveness of sins that is found only in 
Jesus Christ. 
 
In His Service, 
 
 
Rev. Dennis J. Putzman 
Secretary 
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REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT 
Part II 

 
Grace and peace to you, delegates and guests to the Eighth Convention of Lutheran 
ChurchBCanada 
 
The report of the president consists of two parts. Part One has already been shared with the Synod 
and is printed on pages E1 through E7 of the Convention Workbook. That report fulfills the 
handbook requirements as it sets forth the state of the Synod and outlines for the members of the 
Synod the various actions and activities carried out by the president in fulfillment of the 
responsibilities laid upon him.  
 
Part II is now presented to the Synod in convention. In this part and in this anniversary 
convention, I would have you join me briefly in celebrating the blessings our faithful God has 
bestowed upon our beloved Synod, in reflecting upon the challenges that we face and in pledging 
in this anniversary year to reconsecrate ourselves as we move forward into the future under God=s 
grace and mercy. 
 
These twenty years – It’s been quite a journey. At the founding convention, our then newly 
elected president, Dr. Edwin Lehman, made some impromptu comments in which he compared 
what we were doing then with what the children of Israel did as they prepared to enter the 
Promised Land. He quoted these words from Joshua 3 -  
 

when you see the ark of the covenant of the Lord, your God, and the priests 
carrying it, you are to move out from your positions and follow it. Then you 
will know which way to go since you have never passed this way before. . . 
Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do amazing things 
among you. 

 
And then by way of application he added: 
 

We have not passed this way before. We enter an unknown future with all 
kinds of hidden challenges, but also with the confidence that God is both 
calling us and sending us. Therefore we need to heed the advice of Joshua. 
Joshua did not say to his troops, AOrganize yourselves.@ He did not say, 
AMobilize yourselves.@ He said, AConsecrate yourselves. What we are facing 
today is not a constitutional exercise, it is not an organizational task, it=s not 
a cosmetic change to the appearance of the church in Canada. What we are 
facing here above all else is a spiritual journey.  

 
These twenty years B It=s been quite a journey, quite a spiritual journey. Accompanying us on the 
journey has been our Good Shepherd. He has led us and He has fed us; Through Word and 
Sacrament, He has nurtured and strengthened us for the assigned task He gives to His church. 
And He has been faithful to His promise by blessing us far more abundantly than all that we ask 
or think. Our cup overflows. Last night in our opening worship, we paused to Give Jesus Glory as 
we reflected upon those blessings  B far more than all that we ask or think 
 
We are thankful for 20 years of Word and Sacrament ministry in our 315 plus congregations. 
What gracious and powerful gifts are these means of grace. Through these means of grace sinners 
are saved, the dead are raised to new life and Christ=s church is built. Give Jesus Glory! 
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We are grateful that our gracious Lord continues to raise up in our midst under-shepherds who are 
committed to the Holy Scriptures and the Lutheran Confessions and have a passion for 
Aproclaiming His faithfulness.@  Give Jesus Glory! 
 
In a time when confessional integrity is passe we rejoice that God enables us to remain a 
confessional church. By God=s grace, we are not simply a collection of congregations, pastors and 
deacons who do as we please, individually deciding what we will teach and confess. What binds 
us together as a Synod is our confession. We are congregations, pastors and deacons subject to 
the discipline of our confessional loyalty. In the words of our past convention theme verse,  
AWhat we have received, we proclaim@ No additions, No subtractions. We Proclaim His 
Faithfulness. Give Jesus Glory! 
 
And praise God, He continues to engender in our Synod a heart for mission at every level. We 
don=t just share in the Gospel and its blessings in Lutheran ChurchBCanada. By God=s grace, we 
also know and understand that we are called to share it too, to share it with others! We will be 
talking about this sharing at this convention - missions as been the theme at every LCC 
convention. At this convention considering how our individual vocations serve as arenas for 
sharing the faith in word and deed. 
 
Praise God for the blessings of our AOpen House@ program; Praise Him for the leadership of our 
district mission executives and Ian Adnams as they continue to promote and expand this avenue 
for outreach throughout our Synod. I am excited about their new initiative to assist the individual 
congregational member to become more and more comfortable in sharing the faith one on one.  
 
Praise God for those individuals, congregations and agencies of the Synod eager and anxious to 
take on special projects in support of the mission we do together both here and abroad. Over one 
half of our budget for missions comes from these sources. They come over and above the funding 
received through the regular congregational offering.  
 
Praise God for the teams of volunteers, both young and old, who travel to our areas of mission to 
encourage and support new believers, who work side by side with them in a variety of projects, 
building, teaching and providing expertise. What gifts of God to the church they are. The 
experience changes them; It gives them a clearer vision of their own mission at home. And God 
uses them by making them a blessing in their own congregations; an added blessing!  And let=s 
not forget to praise God for those faithful congregational members who Sunday after Sunday 
return a portion of their blessings to the Lord in their offerings. Those gifts given by God=s 
faithful people enable the congregation, the Synod and district to carry out the mission and 
ministry of Christ=s church. Give Jesus Glory! 
 
It=s been quite a journey! From its beginning twenty years ago to this very day, we have been 
participants in the story of a faithful God and Shepherd  who has led us on our journey and 
blessed us far more abundantly than all that we ask or think. . . . or deserve.  
 
When the journey began, there was a lot of excitement and anticipation. The vehicle, our Synod 
was new; It=s various accessories, our institutions and agencies, were novel. There was a lot of 
excitement and anticipation! 
 
But with time, the new and the novel lost its sparkle and the initial excitement began to wane.  
Our vehicle had dents and scratches and we began to see them; its accessories didn=t always meet 
our expectations and the road B certainly not a newly minted four lane causeway. 
 



 
 

7

We discovered that the journey could be difficult; the challenges burdensome, the work Bjust 
plain hard!  Like the children of Israel who on their journey would complain, so it became easy 
for us to complain as well. And Satan was there; He was there to discourage and create 
discontent, to undermine faith and trust in the One shepherding the journey. The result: Tasks not 
accomplished; ventures, unfulfilled. O Lord, forgive!   
 
 And then there were those other traveling companions. Coming to know one another, we 
discovered that not all our traveling companions were exactly like us. They didn=t always 
verbalize the faith the way we did; they didn=t always think the way we thought; They didn=t 
always do things the way we did them. But rather than talking to the traveling companion to air 
the concern, to strive for reconciliation and concord in our walk together, the temptation was to 
talk about them. And we did and Satan was there, Satan, the real enemy, to create new fears, to 
promote impatience and frustration, discord and party spirit and so side track us on the journey! O 
Lord, have mercy! 
 
But in spite of Satan and his attacks. . . In spite of our sins, our weaknesses and our failures, our 
gracious and forgiving God did not desert or abandon us. While we could be faithless, as St. Paul 
says, AHe remains faithful for he cannot deny himself.@  And His blessings continued B far more 
abundantly than all that we ask or think . . . or deserve. 
 
Brothers and Sisters. Hear this! Note this well!  Write it upon your forehead and your heart! He 
still remains faithful! He forgives our sin. He strengthens us in our weaknesses and He even uses 
our failures to accomplish His purposes. And mark this. He has and He will continue to use us to 
build His church. He remains faithful and that faithfulness, cemented at the cross and the empty 
tomb, will surely enable and empower us, in spite of our sin, to move forward on our journey.  
 
But remember, it=s a spiritual journey and we have not been this way before. Lutheran 
ChurchBCanada is again at a time of transition. At this convention we will be electing a new 
president and other servant-leaders. We will be considering a number of significant resolutions 
that may well impact our journey together; how we prepare pastors and deacons, how we deal 
with conflict on the journey, how and when we pause in convention to reflect upon God=s 
blessings, to pray and conduct the business of the church.   
 
But remember, it=s a spiritual journey. We have not traveled this road before. It=s a road filled 
with unique challenges. If there ever was a time when there was a need for a strong unified 
confessional church in this country and in our world, it is now. In the pluralism of our society, a 
society that has all but lost its moral ground what is needed is the clear winsome voice of 
proclamation proclaiming the Word of the Lord and announcing the grace of God for all in Jesus 
Christ. In a country where we shall see over the next decade a realignment within the Christian 
Community, (there is no one here that is not aware of what is already happening within the world-
wide Anglican and Lutheran Communities), Lutheran ChurchBCanada has the challenge and 
opportunity to serve as a beacon, presenting a unified and winsome proclamation which stands 
unabashedly on the Holy Scriptures as God=s inerrant and infallible Word and on the Lutheran 
Confessions as a correct exposition of that Word; that has a passion for reaching out to the lost 
and a heart for all people and especially those who are of the household of faith. 
 
At such a time as this, aware of the challenges set before us and having the assurance of our 
Lord=s presence and faithfulness, I believe it is appropriate that before we take up the journey 
again, we should do what old Israel did in preparing for their journey, that we should do what 
those present at the constituting convention of LCC did as they prepared to take up that journey B 
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that we should again heed the call of our faithful Lord when he says: AConsecrate yourselves! 
Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do amazing things among you.@  
 
Each one of us can begin by remembering who we are. We have been called by God. It is AHis 
Calling@ He has called us to live in relationship with Him. He made that possible by bridging the 
chasm created by sin through the death and resurrection of His only begotten Son; He made it a 
reality for each of us as He called us to faith through His means of grace Afor in Christ Jesus you 
are all sons and daughters of God, through faith. For as many of you as were baptized into Christ 
have put on Christ.@ That=s who you are!  Your identity comes from your relationship with Jesus 
Christ. Consecrate yourself B acknowledge that relationship, grasp it, live in it and when He calls, 
die in it too. Consecrate yourself - for you are His child! It=s His calling B “so that you might be 
His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, 
innocence and blessedness.” You are now his Amask@ through whom He continues to do His work 
in the world B through whom He works to renew creation and get the neighbour loved. It=s your 
vocation - right where you are! You are His Ainstrument@ as you, given opportunity in your 
multitude of vocations Agive reason for the hope that is within you.@ That=s your mission - right 
where you are. Consecrate yourselves. 
 
As a Synod, we too can Aconsecrate ourselves.@  We too are His calling!  It is God who Acalls, 
gathers, enlightens and sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth and keeps it with Jesus 
Christ in the one true faith@ In forming this Synod, Lutheran ChurchBCanada, we were convinced 
that it was God=s will that we should unite around this Aone true faith,@ our common confession in 
order that we might conserve and promote the unity of the true faith, and facilitate our witness to 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ in our country and throughout the world.  
 
As a Synod, we consecrate ourselves by remembering who we are and what we are about. We are 
Christ=s church on Christ=s mission!  It=s His Calling and it results in Our praise. ABut you are a 
chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for His own possession that you may 
declare the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.@  Consecrate 
yourselves for tomorrow the Lord will do amazing things among you. 
 
It=s been quite a journey, quite a spiritual journey these 20 years!  And it will continue to be such 
a journey because the Lord is not through doing Aamazing things among us.@  Yes, we=ll be 
traveling where we have not traveled before, but we are not traveling alone. Our Good Shepherd 
is our Guide! And He remains faithful!  And He will continue to bless His church far more than 
all that we ask or think or deserve!  It=s for that reason and for this time that  
 

I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on 
earth is named, that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be 
strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ 
may dwell in your hearts through faith B that you, being rooted and grounded in 
love, may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and 
length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses 
knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God! 
 
And now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or 
think, according to the power at work within us, to Him be glory in the church 
and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations B forever and ever Amen! 
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LUTHERAN CHURCH–CANADA 
EIGHTH CONVENTION 

MINUTES 
 

Thursday, June 5, 2008 
 

The Opening Convention Service with Holy Communion was held at St. Mary’s Roman Catholic 
Cathedral. The Convention delegates were installed. The service was followed by a fellowship 
gathering in the parish hall. 
 

Friday, June 6, 2008 
Session 1 

 
The Chairman called the first session to order at 8:16 a.m.  

 
Opening Devotion:  Pastor Brad Schollenberg, Peace, Winnipeg led the opening devotion. 
 
Essay:  Dr. Gene Veith 
 Dr. Gerald Krispin introduced the essayist. 
 
Dr. Veith’s essay would deal with the convention theme using the concept of “vocation”.  
Vocation is the key to life. His essay would center around the Doctrine of Vocation:  definition 
and application. 

 
Our daily bread is given us through the application of vocation. God gives his gifts through 
people doing ordinary things. The Lutheran emphasis on vocation is on what God does, contrary 
to the Reformed emphasis on what “we” do. 

 
Luther spoke of vocation as “a mask of God” in which God works through others to accomplish 
his ends. He hides himself in vocation. Pastors represent the very presence of God in a special, 
unique way. We are also “masks of God”. He works through us to give his gifts to others. 

 
Vocations are multiple. But vocation is more than just a job. There are 4 basic vocations:  

 
A)  A calling in the church. Called by the Gospel into faith. God calls laymen to different 

functions in the church just as pastors are called to a special vocation in the church. 
Laymen may be “called” to be chairman of the congregation or even to set up chairs. 

 
B)  There is a calling within the family. This too can be a multiple calling. 

 
C)  There is a calling in our work. 

 
D) There is a calling as citizens for service to and loving one’s neighbor. Luther’s 

approach to vocation is service not to God but to other human beings. His teachings 
about morality are neighbor centered. 

 
Welcome and Introductions 
 
Representatives of Partner Churches were introduced. 
Guests and Advisory delegates were introduced. 
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Greetings: 
Central District President Thomas Prachar welcomed the delegates to Winnipeg. He also noted 
that written greetings had been received from Prime Minister Harper as well as Mayor Sam Katz 
of Winnipeg.  
 
Orientation: 
The chairman directed the delegates to Section I for orientation. 
Basic Parliamentary Procedure was explained using Section H4. 
 
Standing Rules:  
The chairman read through the Standing Rules (A4). 
Moved/Seconded to accept the Standing Rules. Adopted 
 
Adoption of Agenda: 
Moved/Seconded to accept the Agenda as presented. Adopted 
 
Report of Committee on Registration: 
 Voting Delegates:  109 
  Clergy:  54 
  Lay:  55   
 Advisory Delegates:  52   
 Registered Guests:  25 
 Other Guests:  19 
 Total:  205 
 
Committee  4 presented the following resolutions1 
 
Resolution 08.4.01   To Receive Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church, Salmon Arm 

British Columbia into Membership in Lutheran Church–Canada 
 
Action: Adopted 
 
Resolution 08.4.09 To Receive Église Luthérienne de l=Ascension, Montréal, Quebec into 

Membership in Lutheran ChurchBCanada 
 
Action:  Adopted 
 
The assembly joined in singing Jesus Shall Reign in response. 
 
Nominations/Elections  
Chairman Walter Heinemann introduced the committee.  
The slate for nomination for President of Lutheran Church–Canada was presented. 
Rev. Nolan D. Astley, Rev. David Bode, Rev. Robert Bugbee, Rev. Bryan King, Rev. Robert 
Krestick. 

 
There were no amendments to the slate. 

 
The slate was moved and seconded. Adopted 
                                            
1 The resolutions are not printed as part of the minutes, but are located in another part of the 
Proceedings. 
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Elections Committee: 
The chairman explained the procedure. 
The chaplain offered prayer for the election. 
The ballots were distributed and collected. 
 
President’s Report 
President Mayan presented the second part of his report, the full text of which will appear in the 
Proceedings. 
 
The Elections Committee reported on the first ballot for President. 
108 Ballots cast  55 Needed to elect 
 
Rev. Nolan Astley  37 
Rev. Robert Bugbee  59 
Rev. David Bode  8 
Rev. Bryan King  3 
Rev. Robert Krestick  1 
 
The Chairman declared Rev. Robert Bugbee elected President of Lutheran Church–
Canada. 
 
The Nominations Committee presented the slate for Vice-Presidents: 
ABC:   Rev. Nolan Astley 
  Rev. Alan Visser 
  Rev. Kenneth Eifert 
Central: Rev. Daryl Solie 
East:  Rev. David Bode 
  Rev. Robert Krestick 
  Rev. TimothyTeuscher 
 
The Chairman called for amendments to the slate. There were none forthcoming. 
Moved and seconded to adopt the slate as presented. Adopted 
 
Greetings: Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Missouri 
 
Ian Adnams introduced President Bruce Hintz and Vice President Jonathon Schultz of Concordia 
Publishing House. Mr. Hintz spoke of the respect for the calling CPH has to the Church. He 
announced that CPH effective June 6, 2008 will work directly with the congregations of LCC to 
meet their needs. Changes are being made. The new website www.canada.cph.org will serve the 
needs of Canadian congregations.   

 
A gift of a painting of Jesus the Good Shepherd for the LCC offices was presented. Dr. Mayan 
was given a personal gift of a leather bound edition of Concordia, the reader’s edition of the 
Lutheran Confessions. 

 
The Elections Committee presented the first ballot for the offices of Vice President for 
distribution. 
 
The Chaplain led the assembly in prayer for the election of President elect Bugbee and for the 
election of the Vice Presidents. The ballots were distributed and collected. 
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Floor Committee 1  
 
Resolution 08.1.01 To Declare Altar and Pulpit Fellowship with ILSN and Adopt the 

Protocol Agreement between LCC and ILSN 
 
Action:    Adopted 
 
The assembly rose in thanks to God and sang O Sing to the Lord. 
 
Rev. Sandor Arguello and Rev. Claudio Rivas came to the podium for the signing of the Protocol 
Agreement. 
 
Rev. Rivas gave thanks for the establishment of the new Church body in Nicaragua. He thanked 
LCC and for the professors sent for training. CC is referred to in Nicaragua as “Mother Church”.  
The church in Nicaragua prays for a continuing relationship with LCC. That relationship is based 
and continues on the Word of God. He gave thanks for those who were instrumental in bringing 
the Word of God to Nicaragua: President Mayan, Dr. Harms, and Rev. Arguello. 
 
The session was closed with prayer at 12:00 p.m. 
 
Information Sessions were held in the early afternoon. 
 

SESSION 2 
 

Call to Order Session 2 was called to order by President Mayan at 3:30 p.m. 
 
The Chaplain opened the session with prayer. 
 
The Elections Committee reported on the results of the Vice Presidential first ballot. 
 
109 Ballots were cast  55 Needed to elect 
 
ABC:  Rev. Nolan Astley  81 
  Rev. Alan Visser  9 
  Rev. Kenneth Eifert  10 
 
Central: Rev. Daryl Solie  106 
 
East:  Rev. David Bode  32 
  Rev. Robert Krestick  40 
  Rev. Timothy Teuscher  35 
 
The Chair declared Rev. Nolan Astley and Rev. Daryl Solie elected. 
 
A second ballot was presented for the Vice President representing the East District. 
Rev. Robert Krestick 
Rev. Timothy Teuscher 
 
The Chaplain offered prayer for the election and the ballot was distributed and collected. 
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Greetings: 
A video greeting from the Rev. Dr. Michael Semmler, Lutheran Church of Australia was 
presented. 
 
Floor Committee 1 (Theology/Missions) 
 
Resolution 08.1.02 To Commend the CTCR Document “The Public Reading of 

Scripture in the Divine Service” for Study and Response 
 
An amendment was moved and seconded to change the word “Commend(ed)” in both the title 
and the resolved to “referred”. 
 
Amendment  Adopted 
 
Action:   Adopted as Amended 
 
The Elections Committee reported on the second ballot for Vice President East District. 
99Ballots cast  49 Needed to elect  
 
Rev. Robert Krestick  58 
Rev. Timothy Teuscher  40 
 
The Chair declared Rev. Robert Krestick elected. 
 
Floor Committee 1  
 
Resolution 08.1.04  To Decline Overture 1.04 (“To Ordain Vicars”) 
 
Action:  Adopted 
 
The Elections Committee distributed the ballot for the ranking of Vice Presidents.  
The Nominations Committee presented the following slate 
 
Board of Directors 
Clergy: Rev. Alvin Borchardt (Central) Rev. Gerhard Maag (East) 
Lay: Gordon Sylvester (Central) Anne Taylor (East) 
 Lorne Wirth (Central)                  Dorothea Korcok (East) 

 
Moved and seconded to add the name Rev. Karl Keller.   
Slate adopted. 
 
Commission on Adjudication 
Clergy: Rev. Arron Gust (Central) Rev. Richard Juritsch (East) 
  Rev. Don Koch (Central)  Rev. Walter Hambrock (East) 
Lay:  Greg Giese (ABC)              Trudy Schafer (ABC) 

 
Slate Adopted 

 
Commission on Theology and Church Relations 
Clergy:  Rev. Alex Klages (Central)  Rev. Colin Liske (ABC) 

 Rev. Duane Peters (East)          
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Lay:  Peter Dobias (East)   Clifford G. Pyle (Central) 
Moved and seconded to add the name Rev. William Ney.   
Slate Adopted 

 
Board of Regents B Concordia Lutheran Seminary, Edmonton AB 
Clergy:  Rev. Mark Dressler (Central)             Rev. Richard Klein (Central) 

 Rev. Jefrey Koenig (ABC)  Rev. Robert Mohns (ABC) 
 Rev. Vern Vansteenburg (ABC) 

Lay:  Jonathan Mayan (ABC)   Marilyn Schultz (Central) 
Slate Adopted 

 
Board of Regents B Concordia Lutheran Theological Seminary, St. Catharines ON 
Clergy:  Rev. Harold Borchardt (Central)  Rev. Brian Dunlop (East) 

 Rev. André Schroth (East)          
Lay:  Peter Dobias (East)   Howard Famme (East) 

 Steele Pruden (Central)   Darcy Wershler (Central) 
 

Moved and seconded to add the name Rev. James Scholz.   
Slate Adopted 

 
Board of Regents B Concordia University College of Alberta, Edmonton AB 
Clergy: Rev. Mark Danielson (East) Rev. Mark Hennig (ABC) 

Rev. Philip Washeim (ABC) Rev. Nick Wasylowich (ABC) 
Lay: Curtis Schafer (East)                  Angela Honey (East) 
Slate Adopted.  
 
Floor Committee 2 (Parish Services/Higher Education) 
 
Resolution 08.2.01 To Encourage the Ongoing Work of the French Hymnal Project 
 
Action:  Adopted. 
 
RESOLUTION 08.2.04a   To Decline Overture 2.08 
 
Action: Adopted 
 
RESOLUTION 08.02.02a To Establish a Chaplaincy Service for the Care of Church 

Workers and Their Families 
 
Time was called on Floor Committee 2. Remaining at the microphones were Karen Lyons and 
Rev. Dwayne Peters. 
 
Elections Committee reported on the Vice-President Ranking ballot 
107 Ballots cast   54 Needed to elect  
 
Rev. Nolan Astley  68 
Rev. Robert Krestick  11 
Rev Daryl Solie  28 
 
The Chair declared Rev. Nolan Astley elected First Vice President 
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The second ballot for ranking of remaining Vice Presidents was distributed and collected. 
The Session was closed with prayer at 5:06 p.m. 
 

SESSION 3 
 

The Chairman called the session to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 

The Chaplain opened the session with prayer. 
 

A video was shown by the Communications Department reflecting the convention theme. 
 
The Elections Committee reported on the Vice Presidential ranking: 
107 Ballots cast  54 Needed to elect 
 
Rev. Robert Krestick  36 
Rev. Daryl Solie  71 
 
The Chair declared Rev. Daryl Solie elected as Second Vice President and Rev. Robert 
Krestick elected as Third Vice President. 
 
The Elections Committee presented the first ballot for the Board of Directors. 
Four to be elected:  1 pastor serving a congregation; 2 lay from the East District; 1 lay from the 
Central District 
 
The ballots were distributed. 
 
The Chairman of the Nominations Committee spoke re: Angela Honey and her eligibility. She is 
eligible for the slate of Concordia University College of Alberta Board of Regents. 
 
A motion to reconsider adopting the slate for CUCA Board was made and seconded. Adopted 
 
It was moved and seconded to reinstate Angela Honey to the slate for CUCA. Adopted 
 
Greetings 
Dr. Edwin and Mrs. Marge Lehman were introduced to the convention. Dr. Lehman addressed 
the convention. He spoke of the faithfulness and zeal of President Mayan in his exercise of the 
office. Dr. Lehman spoke of the graciousness of God during the 20 years of the existence of 
Lutheran Church–Canada. He stated that LCC is never as good as it should be but better than we 
deserve. He encouraged President elect Bugbee.   
 
Vice President Astley was called on to introduce the representatives of our Listed Service 
Organizations. 
  
Floor Committee 3 (Administration/Constitution) 
 
Resolution 08.3.02 To Amend Chapter VIII 
 
Rev. Nolan Astley, representing the Task Force, spoke to the convention explaining the theory 
behind and the work done on the revision of Chapter 8. The new Chapter 8 has as its goals 
reconciliation, restoration and adjudication. He went on to call to the attention of the convention 
many of the important changes in Chapter 8.   
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Action:  Adopted 
 
Resolution 08.3.01 To Move Bylaw 8.43(a) to Bylaw 5.51 
 
Action:   Adopted 
 
The Elections Committee reported the results of the election for the Board of Directors: 
106 Ballots cast  54 Needed to elect 
 
Clergy: Rev. Alvin Borchardt  28 

Rev. Gerhard Maag  25 
Rev. Karl Keller  51 

Lay: Gordon Sylvester  44  
Anne Taylor  100 
Lorne Wirth  58                  
Dorothea Korcok  102 

 
The Chair declared Anne Taylor, Lorne Wirth, and Dorothea Korcok elected to the Board 
of Directors. 

 
The Elections Committee distributed a second ballot for the Board of Directors. 
 
Floor Committee Number 3  
 
Resolution 08.3.06 To Waive LSO Charitable Status Requirements for Lutherans for 

Life-Canada  
 
Action:   Adopted 
 
Resolution 08.3.09 To Establish a Task Force on Cultural Properties and Archives 
 
It was moved to amend the resolution to include as the 3rd resolve. 
“that funding for this task force come from a $500 assessment from each of: the Synod office, 
three district offices, two seminaries and the university college; and be it further resolved” 
 
Amendment Adopted 
 
Action:   Adopted as amended. 
 
Elections Committee reported on the Board of Directors 
107 Ballots cast  54 Needed to elect 
Rev. Alvin Borchardt  42 
Rev. Dr. Karl Keller  63 
 
The Chair declared Rev. Dr. Karl Keller elected. 
 
Floor Committee 4 (Financial/Miscellaneous) 
 
The Floor Committee was introduced and presented 
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Resolution 08.4.02  To Decline Overture 4.01, 4.,02 and 4.03 in regard to Synodical 
Website 

Action:  Adopted. 
 
Resolution 08.4.04  To Amalgamate Lutheran Church–Canada, Central District Church 

Extension Fund with Lutheran Church–Canada Financial Ministries 
 
Action:   Adopted 
 
Resolution 08.4.03   To Celebrate the Silver Anniversary of LCC Founding in 2013 
 
It was moved and seconded to split the resolution and treat the third resolve as a separate 
resolution  
Motion defeated.  
 
It was moved and seconded to postpone the resolution definitely until the last appearance of Floor 
Committee 4. Motion defeated.  
 
Action:  Adopted 
 
Resolution 08.4.05   To Receive the Three Year Work Program – Years Ending January 

31, 2009, January 31, 2010 and January 31, 2011 
 
Action:  Adopted 
 
The CCMS has given direction to the Elections Committee to remove the name of Angela Honey 
from the ballot for Board of Regents for CLS. Angela was contacted and withdrew her name from 
consideration. 
 
The ballot for the Board of Regents of Concordia Lutheran Seminary, Edmonton was distributed. 
The Chaplain offered prayer for the election. 
 
The Session was closed with prayer at 9:00 p.m. 
 

Saturday, June 7, 2008 
Session 4 

 
The Chairman called the session to order at 8:15 a.m. 
 
The Convention Chaplain led the assembly in opening devotions. 
 
Essay: Dr. Gene Veith presented the second part of his essay.  
 
Sometimes the humblest of professions and vocations serve our neighbour in a more fruitful way 
than others. For Luther “holy orders” were more than priesthood or other church work areas, but 
lay in the realm of husband/wife, child/parent, etc. God equips his people for vocation in different 
dimensions. Our station is where God puts us, and he puts our neighbours into our lives to carry 
out the purpose of our vocation. 

 
And who is my neighbour?  Dr. Veith explained at length the many dimensions of neighbour and 
vocation as they relate. 
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The Elections Committee reported the results of the ballot for the Board of Regents, CLS 
108 Ballots cast  55 Needed to elect  28 Spoiled ballots 
Clergy: Rev. Mark Dressler  50           
 Rev. Richard Klein  14 
 Rev. Jefrey Koenig  41 
 Rev. Robert Mohns  43  
 Rev. Vern Vansteenburg  12 

 
Lay: Jonathan Mayan  64 

Marilyn Schultz  16 
 

The Chair declared Jonathan Mayan elected. 
 
A second ballot was distributed. 
The Chaplain led the assembly in prayer. 
 
Greetings: 
Dr. Viktor Graefenstein from Ukraine addressed the convention with President Elect Bugbee 
translating. 
He spoke of the organization and work of the Lutheran Church in Ukraine. He thanked LCC for 
all its contributions to the life of the Lutheran Church in Ukraine. 
 
The Elections Committee reported on the second ballot for the Board of Regents, Concordia 
Lutheran Seminary.  
106 Ballots cast.  54 needed to elect  0 spoiled ballots  

  
Rev. Mark Dressler  105 
Rev. Jefrey Koenig  47 
Rev. Robert Mohns  57 

 
The Chair declared Rev. Mark Dressler and Rev. Robert Mohns elected. 

 
The ballot for the Board of Regents Concordia Lutheran Theological Seminary, St. Catharines 
were distributed. 
The Chaplain offered prayer. 
 
Floor Committee 1 
 
Resolution 08.1.03a To Encourage Christian Forgiveness and Greater Use of Individual 

Confession and Absolution. 
 
An Amendment was moved and seconded that in the 3rd resolved the words “in the Canadian 
Lutheran and” be added after “the” and before “seminary journals”. Amendment adopted. 
 
Action: Adopted as amended 
 
Resolution 08.1.05a   To Decline Overture 1.05 
 
A substitute motion, Overture 1.05   Workbook F.2 was moved and seconded. 
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OVERTURE 1.05 To Uphold the Practice of Vicars Abstaining from Administering the 
Sacrament of the Altar in Every Circumstance 

 
WHEREAS Scripture in 1 Corinthians 4:1 and the Lutheran Confessions (Augsburg 

Confession XIV) teach that those holding the pastoral office are alone given the 
privilege and burden to administer the Sacrament of the Altar; and 

 
WHEREAS vicars as students of the seminary are still in the process of being instructed and 

evaluated for certification for the Holy Ministry, and thus do not yet hold the 
pastoral office; and 

 
WHEREAS the administration of Holy Communion involves pastoral oversight charged alone 

to those holding the pastoral office; and 
 
WHEREAS the Lutheran Confessions allows exceptions in an emergency for any Christian to 

administer Holy Baptism and Absolution, but no such exception is granted for 
the Sacrament of the Altar; and 

 
WHEREAS the Commission on Theology and Church Relations= document entitled, AClosed 

Communion in Contemporary Context,@ states:  AChurches without a pastor or 
without a pastor in the vicinity may have to go without the Sacrament during the 
times when an ordained pastor cannot be present. Though Luther noted that in an 
emergency any Christian can baptize, since Baptism brings one into the church, 
he never conceded the possibility that a layman might celebrate the Lord=s 
Supper (p.22)@; and 

 
WHEREAS the manual of the Council of Presidents states, AVicars will not be placed in 

settings where they are expected to celebrate the Eucharist” (Vicarage, 
Placement, 9.3.1); therefore, be it 

 
RESOLVED that for the sake of unity in the synod, Lutheran ChurchBCanada, in convention 

urge both her seminaries to insure that all vicars abstain in every circumstance 
from administering the Lord=s Supper; and be it finally 

 
RESOLVED to beseech vicarage supervisors to refrain from asking their vicars to celebrate 

Holy Communion. 
 
The substitute motion was put before the convention. Shall the substitute resolution be substituted 
for the pending resolution? The chairman called for a division of the house. The standing count 
indicated that the motion to substitute was Adopted. 
 
It was moved and seconded to refer the resolution to Committee. Motion to refer: Adopted.  
 
Greetings: 
Robert Granke, Chair of CLWR, was introduced and addressed the convention. 
 
The Elections Committee reported on the first ballot for Concordia Lutheran Theological 
Seminary, St. Catharines. 
 
108 ballots cast  55 needed to elect  8 spoiled ballots 
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Clergy: Rev. Harold Borchardt  19 
Rev. Brian Dunlop  74 
Rev. André Schroth  49 
Rev. James Scholz  57 
 

Lay: Peter Dobias  42 
Howard Famme  33  
Steele Pruden  9 
Darcy Wershler  15 
 

The Chair declared Rev. Brian Dunlop and Rev. James Scholz elected. 
 

A second ballot was distributed. 
The Chaplain offered prayer. 
 
Floor Committee 2  
Continued with discussion of Resolution 08.2.02a 
 
RESOLUTION 08.02.02a To Establish a Chaplaincy Service for the Care of Church 

Workers and Their Families 
 
Discussion continued with those who were at the microphones speaking first. 
 
An amendment was moved and seconded to the last resolved to strike the words following “and 
their Families,” replacing them with  
 
establish an effective means of providing specific, necessary care, guided by a “Family Systems” 
approach, so that our church workers and their families may indeed be encouraged, strengthened 
and supported “so that their work will be a joy, not a burden.” (Heb. 13:17). 
 
Discussion was interrupted for the Elections Committee 
 
The Elections Committee reported on the ballot for CLTS. 
98 ballots cast  50 needed to elect  3 spoiled ballots  
 
Peter Dobias  56 
Howard Famme  38 
 
The Chair declared Peter Dobias elected. 
 
The first ballot for the Board of Regents of CUCA was distributed. 
The Chaplain offered prayer. 
 
Discussion continued on the proposed amendment to Res. 08.02.02a 
The amendment was put before the assembly. Adopted 
 
Action: Adopted as amended. 
 
Resolution 08.2.06  To Strengthen the Diaconal Colloquy Process  
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An amendment was moved and seconded to strike the word “ministry” and add the word 
“service” in line 21. Amendment adopted. 
 
An amendment to add the words “be encouraged to” was moved and seconded.  
Amendment Adopted 
An amendment was moved and seconded to strike the words “in ministry” in line 10. A division 
of the house was called:  Amendment Adopted. 
 
Action:  Adopted as Amended.  

Resolution 08.2.07 To Support the Synodical Training of Deacons   
 
Action:  Adopted 

The Elections Committee reported the results of the first ballot for CUCA 
106 ballots cast  54 needed to elect  0 spoiled ballots 
 
Clergy: Rev. Mark Danielson  59 
 Rev. Mark Hennig  77 
 Rev. Philip Washheim  42 
 Rev. Nick Wasylowich  33 
 
Lay: Angela Honey  44 
 Curtis Schafer  62 
 
The Chair declared Rev. Mark Danielson, Rev. Mark Hennig, and Curtis Schafer elected. 
 
The first ballot for the Commission on Adjudication was distributed. 
The Chaplain offered prayer. 
 
Ian Adnams made announcements 
 
The Session was closed with Prayer at 12:00 noon 
 
Workshops were held in the afternoon. 
 
Saturday evening was a free evening with options including: 
“On the Streets” Winnipeg social ministry experience 
Meet the International Guests 
“In Conversation” with Gene Vieth 
 

Sunday, June 8, 2008 
 
There were no sessions Sunday morning. All delegates were able to participate in worship in area 
congregations. 
 

SESSION 5  
 

The Chairman called the session to order at 1:45 p.m. 
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The Opening Devotion was led by Pastor Alex Klages. His meditation was based on Romans 
5:1- 5. We concluded with Responsive Prayer.                                                                                                                   
 
The Elections Committee reported on the ballot for the Commission on Adjudication.   
109 ballots cast  55 needed to elect 
 
Clergy:  Rev. Aaron Gust  66 
 Rev. Don Koch  42 

Rev. Richard Juritsch  49 
Rev. Walter Hambrock  57 

 
Lay: Greg Geise  51 

Trudy Schafer  57 
 
The Chair declared Rev. Aaron Gust, Rev. Walter Hambrock, and Trudy Schafer elected. 

 
The Elections Committee distributed the first ballot for the Commission on Theology and 
Church Relations. 

 
President elect Robert Bugbee addressed the assembly. His address will be placed in the 
proceedings. Mrs. Gail Bugbee was introduced to the assembly. 
 
Floor Committee 3 presented with a preface 
 
Resolution 08.3.04 To Implement a Cost Efficient Seminary Program for Lutheran 

Church–Canada 
 
Action:   Adopted.  
 
Resolution 08.3.03 To Support, Encourage and Assist Concordia Lutheran Theological 

Seminary (“CLTS”), St. Catharines 
 

It was moved and seconded to postpone the resolution indefinitely. Defeated 
 
Discussion continued on the original resolution.   
 
Action:   Adopted 
 
The Elections Committee presented the results of the ballot for the Commission on Theology 
and Church Relations. 
101 ballots cast    51 needed to elect    1 spoiled ballot 
 
Clergy: Rev. Alex Klages  21 

Rev. Colin Liske  9 
Rev. William Ney  49 
Rev. Dwayne Peters  21 

Lay: Clifford Pyle  100 
 
The Chair declared Clifford Pyle elected. 
 
Second ballot for clergy representation on the CTCR was distributed. 
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The Chaplain offered prayer. 
 
Greetings 
Dr. Gerald Kieschnick, President of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod addressed the 
convention. 
 
The Chair called upon representatives of our Auxiliaries to address the convention. 
 
Mrs. Judy Grande, President of Lutheran Women’s Missionary League-Canada, addressed the 
assembly. Dr. Norman Threinen, Concordia Lutheran Mission Society, addressed the assembly. 
There was no representative available from the International Lutheran Laymen’s League. 
 
The Elections Committee presented the results of CTCR election 
97 ballots cast  49 needed to elect  1 spoiled ballot  
 
Rev. Alex Klages  10 
Rev. William Ney  66 
Rev. Duane Peters  20 
 
The Chair declared Rev. William Ney elected. 
 
Floor Committee 3  
 
Resolution 08.3.05 To Approve Appropriate Technologies for Conducting the Business 

of Synod  
 
An amendment to the first resolved that the phrase “other than conventions” following the word 
“entity”. The amendment was seconded. Amendment Adopted.  
 
Action:   Adopted as Amended.  
 
Resolution 08.3.08   To Establish Joint District and Synodical Conventions  
 
An amendment was moved and seconded to strike the 3rd whereas. Amendment Adopted.  
 
Action:   Defeated.  
 
Resolution 08.3.07 To Decline Overture 3.08 (“To Establish a Four-Year Convention 

Cycle”) 
 
Action:   Adopted.  
 
Greetings: 
Miss Lynn Gergens addressed the convention and introduced the Youth Representatives. 
 
Dr. Dieter Kays, CEO, brought greetings from FaithLife Financial. 
 
President Mayan turned the Chair over to V.P Robert Krestick. 
 
Floor Committee 4  
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Resolution 08.4.08  To Give Thanks to God for the Leadership of Dr. Ralph Mayan 
  
Action:   Adopted. 
 
The Chairman called on Randy Stefan to present to Dr. Mayan a plaque affirming his service to 
Lutheran Church–Canada, and his Emeritus status. 
Chairman Krestick made a presentation to Dr. Mayan from the Rev. Dr. Mike Semmler and the 
Lutheran Church of Australia. 
 
Chairman Krestick presented an international book of greetings to Dr. Mayan. 
 
Chairman called Randy Stefan and Mrs. Linda Mayan to the stage. Mr. Stefan presented a plaque 
to Mrs. Mayan in appreciation for her support and presence. 
 
Mr. Stefan made a presentation from the Board of Directors to Dr. Mayan of two antique clocks. 
 
President Mayan responded to the presentations thanking those who have been a part of his 
presidency for 12 years. He introduced his oldest granddaughter who had been at the 1996 
convention as a baby. He introduced his father Rev. Ernest Mayan. 
 
Ian Adnams provided announcements. 
 
The Session was closed with prayer at 4:30 p.m. 
 
 

Monday, June 9, 2008 
Session 6 

 
The Chairman called the session to order at 8:15 a.m. 

 
Rev. James Fritsche opened the session with devotions.   
 
Essay: Dr. Veith continued with the third segment of his convention essay concentrating on 
vocation. Vocation is not self-chosen. It is to be seen as something that God leads us into. To 
think in terms of vocation is to think in terms of God leading. The “calling” is in the here and 
now. Vocation deals with the priesthood of all believers theologically. Not everyone has to be a 
pastor. We may not all be pastors, but we are all priests. Vocation is where evangelism happens.  
Vocation is where sanctification happens. It is where one finds holiness. It is where the action is; 
where spiritual growth happens.   
 
Dr. Veith offered time for questions from the floor. 
 
President Mayan thanked Dr. Veith for his presentation. 
 
President Mayan reminded the convention of the remaining resolutions. He suggested that each 
committee be allowed one half hour to complete its work and perhaps close the convention 
earlier. 
 
Floor committee 1 presented Resolution 08.1.05b.   
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President Mayan reviewed the progress made in debating the original resolution and substitute 
resolution concluding with the amended resolution (substitute) being referred to committee. The 
Committee then explained the process that the floor committee followed which concluded in the 
presentation of a new resolution.  
 
Resolution 08.1.05b  To Request a Study and Opinion from the CTCR on Whether A Vicar                                 

May Celebrate The Lord’s  Supper in An Emergency Situation 
 
An amendment was moved and seconded that the words “for adoption” be removed and replaced 
with “for consideration” in the second resolve. Amendment Adopted 
 
The chairman of the CTCR questioned the use of the word “opinion”. 
 
The Floor Committee agreed to the removal of the words “and opinion”. This was done by 
unanimous consent. 
 
Action: Adopted as Amended.  
 
Resolution 08.1.06 To Establish a Task Force to Review the Vicarage Program. 
 
An amendment was moved and seconded to add in the second resolved following “Council of 
Presidents” the phrase “, recent pastoral graduates of our Canadian seminaries”. Amendment 
Adopted.  
 
Action:   Adopted.  
 
Floor Committee 1 was dismissed with thanks having completed their work. 
 
Floor Committee 2  
 
Resolution 08.2.05  To Provide Biblically-Based Materials and Resources on Christian 

  Discipleship. 
 
Action:   Adopted.  
 
Resolution 08.2.03  To Establish a Pastoral Mentoring Program 
 
Action:   Defeated.  
 
Resolution 08.2.08 To Decline Overture 2.07 (”To Review Guidelines for Diaconal 

Colloquy”) 
 
Action:  Adopted. 
 
Floor Committee 2 was dismissed with thanks at the completion of its work. 
 
Floor Committee 3  
 
Resolution 08.3.12 To Decline Overture 3.07 (“To Permit Emeritus Pastors Serving as 

Vacancy Pastors to Serve as Delegates”) 
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Action:   Adopted.  
 
Resolution 08.3.11 To Decline Overture 3.10 (“To Allow for More Effective 

Representation of Deacons at Synodical Conventions”) 
 
Action:  Adopted. 
 
Resolution 08.3.10a  To Define the Role of Deacons in the Synodical Handbook. 
 
An amendment was moved and seconded to change “female” to “person”. Amendment 
Defeated.  
 
Action:  Adopted.  
 
Floor Committee 3 was dismissed with thanks having completed its work. 
 
Floor Committee 4  
 
Resolution 08.4.06  To Decline Overture 4.04 (“To Provide Equality in Pastoral Salaries 

and Remuneration”) 
 
It was moved and seconded to amend by striking the 3rd whereas. Amendment Adopted.  
 
Action:  Adopted as Amended. 
 
Resolution 08.4.07  To Decline Overture 4.05 (“To Establish A Synod Wide Moving 

Fund”) 
 
Action:  Adopted. 
 
Floor Committee 4 was dismissed with thanks having completed its work. 
 
The final report of the Registration Committee: 
 Voting delegates:   

Clergy:  54 
  Lay:  56 
 Advisory:  52 
 Registered Visitors:   27 
 Guest:  45 
 Exhibitors:  16 
 Total Convention:  250 
 
The minutes from Friday through Sunday were accepted as printed in “Action Plan”. 
Moved, Seconded. Adopted. 
 
Moved, seconded to destroy the ballots. Adopted. 
 
The Elections Committee was dismissed with thanks. 
 
The assembly thanked Ian Adnams for his work and efforts surrounding the convention. 
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The Chairman recognized the service of Ron Fisher to the Board of Directors for two terms with 
a plaque. 
 
Ian Adnams thanked those who assisted him in his work at the convention in the local 
committees. 
 
The Chairman expressed thanks to the secretary and assistant secretary. 
 
The assembly thanked Dr. Veith for his essay. 
The Chaplain, Rev. Jan Pastucha was thanked for his leadership. 
 
The Chairman thanked the delegates for their attention and work. 
 
The Chaplain led the assembly in closing devotions. 
 
Adjournment The Eighth Convention of Lutheran Church–Canada was declared closed at 11:02 
a.m. with the benediction of the Lord. 
 

Soli Deo Gloria 
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SUMMARY OF ELECTIONS 
 

President 
 Rev. Robert Bugbee 
 
Vice-Presidents 
 First Vice-President  Rev. Nolan Astley 
 Second Vice-President  Rev. Daryl Solie 
 Third Vice-President  Rev. Robert Krestick 
 
Board of Directors 
 Rev. Karl Keller 
 Dorothea Korcok 
 Anne Taylor 
 Lorne Wirth 
 
Board of Regents, Concordia Lutheran Seminary, Edmonton Alberta 
 Rev. Mark Dressler 
 Rev. Robert Mohns 
 Jonathan Mayan 
 
Board of Regents, Concordia Lutheran Theological Seminary, St. Catharines, Ontario 
 Rev. Brian Dunlop 
 Rev. James Scholz 
 Peter Dobias 
 
Board of Regents, Concordia University College of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta 
 Rev. Mark Danielson 
 Rev. Mark Hennig 
 Curtis Schafer 
 
Commission on Adjudication 
 Rev. Aaron Gust 
 Rev. Walter Hambrock 
 Trudy Schafer 
 
Commission on Theology and Church Relations 
 Rev. William Ney 
 Clifford Pyle 
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ELECTION RESULTS 
 

Ballot A.1  President Votes Received Result 
Astley, Rev. Nolan 37  

Bugbee, Rev. Robert 59 Elected 
Bode, Rev. David 8  
King, Rev. Brian 3  

Krestick, Rev. Robert 1  
 
 

Ballot B.1 Vice President Votes Received Result 
Astley, Rev Nolan 81 Elected 
Visser, Rev. Alan 9  

Eifert, Rev. Kenneth 10  
   

Solie, Rev Daryl 106 Elected 
   

Bode, Rev. David 32  
Krestick, Rev. Robert 40  

Teucher, Rev. Timothy 35  
 
 

Ballot B.2 Vice President Votes Received Result 
Krestick, Rev. Robert 58 Elected 

Teuscher, Rev. Timothy 40  
 
 

Ballot D.1  Ranking of V.P Votes Received Result 
Astley, Rev. Nolan 68 Elect 1st Vice President 

Krestick, Rev. Robert 11  
Solie, Rev. Daryl 28  

 
 

Ballot D.2 Ranking of V.P. Votes Received Result 
Krestick, Rev. Robert 36 Elected 3rd Vice President 

Solie, Rev. Daryl 71 Elected 2nd Vice President 
 
 

Ballot C.1 
Board of Directors 

Votes Received Result 

Borchardt, Rev. Alvin (C) 28  
Keller, Rev. Karl (ABC) 51  
Maag, Rev. Gerhard (E) 25  

   
Korcok, Dorothea (E) 102 Elected 
Sylvester, Gordon (C) 44  

Taylor, Anne (E) 100 Elected 
Wirth, Lorne (C) 58 Elected 
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Ballot C.2 

Board of Directors 
Votes Received Result 

Borchardt, Rev. Alvin 42  
Keller, Rev. Karl 63 Elected 

 
 

Ballot E.1a.1 
BOR.  CLS Edmonton 

Votes Received Result 

Dressler, Rev. Mark (C) 50  
Klein, Rev. Richard (C) 14  

Koenig, Rev. Jefrey (ABC) 41  
Mohns, Rev. Robert (ABC) 43  

Vansteenburg, Rev. Vern (ABC) 12  
   

Mayan, Jonathan 64 Elected 
Schultz, Marilyn 16  

 
 

Ballot E.1a.2 
BOR, CLS Edmonton 

Votes Received Result 

Dressler, Rev. Mark 105 Elected 
Koenig, Rev. Jefrey 47  
Mohns, Rev. Robert 57 Elected 

 
 

Ballot E.1b.1 
BOR  CLTS, St. Catharines 

Votes Received Result 

Borchardt, Rev. Harold (C) 19  
Dunlop, Rev. Brian (E) 74 Elected 
Schroth, Rev. Andre (E) 49  

Scholz, Rev. James 57 Elected 
   

Dobias, Peter 42  
Famme, Howard (E) 33  
Pruden, Steele (C) 9  

Wershler, Darcy (C) 15  
 

Ballot E.1b.2 
BOR CLTS, St Catharines 

Votes Received Result 

Dobias, Peter 56 Elected 
Famme, Howard 38  
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Ballot E.1c.1 
BOR – CUCA Edmonton 

Votes 
Received 

Results 

Danielson, Rev. Mark (E) 59 Elected 
Hennig, Rev. Mark (ABC) 77 Elected 

Washeim, Rev. Phillip (ABC) 42  
Wasylowich, Rev. Nick (ABC) 33  

   
Honey, Angela (E) 44  
Schafer, Curtis (E) 62 Elected 

 
 
 

Ballot E.2.1 
Commission on Adjudication 

Votes Received Result 

Gust, Rev. Aaron (C) 66 Elected 
Koch, Rev. Don (C) 42  

   
Hambrock, Rev. Walter 57 Elected 
Juritsch, Rev. Richard 49  

   
Geise, Greg 51  

Schafer, Trudy 57 Elected 
 
 
 

Ballot E.3.1 
CTCR 

Votes Received Result 

Klages, Rev. Alex (C) 21  
Liske, Rev. Colin (ABC) 9  

Ney, Rev. William (ABC) 49  
Peters, Rev. Duane (E) 21  

   
Pyle, Clifford G. (C) 100 Elected 

 
 
 

Ballot  E.3.2 
CTCR 

Votes Received Result 

Klages, Rev. Alex 10  
Ney, Rev. William 66 Elected 
Peters, Rev. Duane 20  
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SUMMARY OF RESOLUTIONS 
 

Resolution 08.1.01 To Declare Altar and Pulpit Fellowship with ILSN and Adopt the 
Protocol Agreement between LCC and ILSN 

 ACTION:  Adopted 
 
Resolution 08.1.02 To Refer the CTCR Document “The Public Reading of Scripture in 

the Divine Service” for Study and Response 
 ACTION:  Adopted, as amended 
 
Resolution 08.1.03a To Encourage Christian Forgiveness and Greater Use of Individual 

Confession and Absolution 
 ACTION:  Adopted, as amended 
 
Resolution 08.1.04  To Decline Overture 1.04 
   ACTION:  Adopted 
 
Resolution 08.1.05b To Request a Study from the CTCR on Whether A Vicar may 

Celebrate The Lord’s  Supper in An Emergency Situation 
   ACTION:  Adopted, as amended 
 
Resolution 08.1.06 To Establish a Task Force to Review the Vicarage Program 
   ACTION:  Adopted, as amended 
 
Resolution 08.2.01  To Encourage the Ongoing Work of the French Hymnal Project 
   ACTION:  Adopted 
 
Resolution 08.2.02a  To Establish a Chaplaincy Service for the Care of Church Workers 

and Their Families 
  ACTION:  Adopted, as amended 
 
Resolution 08.2.03  To Establish a Pastoral Mentoring Program 
   ACTION:  Defeated 
 
Resolution 08.2.04a To Decline Overture 2.08  
 ACTION:  Adopted 
 
Resolution 08.2.05 To Provide Biblically-Based Materials and Resources on Christian 

Discipleship 
  ACTION:  Adopted 

 
Resolution 08.2.06   To Strengthen the Diaconal Colloquy Process  
   ACTION:  Adopted, as amended 
 
Resolution 08.2.07  To Support the Synodical Training of Deacons 
   ACTION:  Adopted 
 
Resolution 08.2.08  To Decline Overture 2.07 (“To Review Guidelines for Diaconal 

Colloquy”) 
    ACTION:  Adopted 
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Resolution 08.3.01 To Move Bylaw 8.43(a) to Bylaw 5.51 
    ACTION:  Adopted 
 
Resolution 08.3.02 To Amend Chapter VIII 
    ACTION:  Adopted 
 
Resolution 08.3.03 To Support, Encourage and Assist Concordia Lutheran Theological 

Seminary, St. Catharines 
    ACTION:  Adopted 
 
Resolution 08.3.04 To implement a cost efficient seminary program for Lutheran 

Church–Canada 
    ACTION:  Adopted 
 
Resolution 08.3.05 To Approve Appropriate Technologies for Conducting the Business 

of Synod  
    ACTION:  Adopted, as amended 
 
Resolution 08.3.06 To Waive LSO Charitable Status Requirements for Lutherans for 

Life–Canada 
   ACTION:  Adopted 
 
Resolution 08.3.07 To Decline Overture 3.08 (“To Establish a Four-Year Convention 

Cycle”) 
    ACTION:  Adopted 
 
Resolution 08.3.08   To Establish Joint District and Synodical Conventions 
    ACTION:  Defeated 
 
Resolution 08.3.09 To Establish a Task Force on Cultural Properties and Archives 
    ACTION:  Adopted, as amended 
 
Resolution 08.3.10a  To Define the Role of Deacons in the Synodical Handbook 
    ACTION:  Adopted 
 
Resolution 08.3.11 To Decline Overture 3.10 (“To Allow for More Effective 

Representation of Deacons at Synodical Conventions”) 
    ACTION:  Adopted 
 
Resolution 08.3.12 To Decline Overture 3.07 (“To Permit Emeritus Pastors Serving as 

Vacancy Pastors to Serve as Delegates”) 
    ACTION:  Adopted 
 
Resolution 08.4.01   To Receive Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church, Salmon Arm 

British Columbia into Membership in Lutheran Church–Canada 
    ACTION:  Adopted 
 
Resolution 08.4.02 To Decline Overture 4.01, 4.,02 and 4.03 in regard to Synodical 

Website 
    ACTION:  Adopted 
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Resolution 08.4.03   To Celebrate the Silver Anniversary of LCC Founding in 2013 
    ACTION:  Adopted 
 
Resolution 08.4.04  To Encourage the Amalgamation of Lutheran Church–Canada 

Central District Church Extension Fund with Lutheran Church–
Canada Financial Ministries 

    ACTION:  Adopted 
 
Resolution 08.4.05   To Receive the Three Year Work Program – Years Ending January 

31, 2009, January 31, 2010 and January 31, 2011 
    ACTION:  Adopted 
 
Resolution 08.4.06  To Decline Overture 4.04 (“To Provide Equality in Pastoral Salaries 

and Remuneration”) 
    ACTION:  Adopted, as amended 
 
Resolution 08.4.07  To Decline Overture 4.05 (“To Establish A Synod Wide Moving 

Fund”) 
 ACTION:  Adopted 
 
Resolution 08.4.08  To Give Thanks to God for the Leadership of Dr. Ralph Mayan 
 ACTION:  Adopted 
 
Resolution 08.4.09 To Receive Église Luthérienne de l=Ascension, Montréal, Quebec into 

Membership in Lutheran ChurchBCanada 
 ACTION:  Adopted 
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RESOLUTIONS 
 
Resolution 08.1.01 To Declare Altar and Pulpit Fellowship with ILSN and Adopt the 

Protocol Agreement between LCC and ILSN 
 

Ref. Overture 1.01; Report of the CTCR, E24-25; Report of The Committee for 
Mission and Social Ministry Services, E13 

 
WHEREAS Lutheran Church–Canada and Iglesia Luterana Sínodo de Nicaragua are grateful 

to God for the blessings that He has bestowed upon the mission in Nicaragua 
through the proclamation of the Gospel; and 

 
WHEREAS Lutheran Church–Canada and Iglesia Luterana Sínodo de Nicaragua recognize 

the relationship which exists between our two churches, a relationship rooted in a 
common confession that the Scriptures are the inspired Word of God and the 
Lutheran Confessions are a correct exposition of that Word; and 

 
WHEREAS Lutheran Church–Canada and Iglesia Luterana Sínodo de Nicaragua also 

recognize their continued interdependence as they move forward with the goal of 
fulfilling the mission Christ has given to His church; and 

 
WHEREAS Iglesia Luterana Sínodo de Nicaragua has declared itself to be in altar and pulpit 

fellowship with Lutheran Church–Canada; therefore be it 
 
RESOLVED that Lutheran Church–Canada declare ourselves to be in altar and pulpit 

fellowship with Iglesia Luterana Sínodo de Nicaragua; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED that Lutheran Church–Canada and Iglesia Luterana Sínodo de Nicaragua 

formalize this partnership as two separate yet interdependent bodies by adopting 
the protocol agreement on page G1 of the Convention Workbook; and be it 
finally 

 
RESOLVED that we express our thanksgiving to God by rising and singing “O Sing to the 

Lord” (Cantad al Señor) LSB 808. 
 
ACTION Adopted, Session 1 
 
 
Resolution 08.1.02 To Refer the CTCR Document “The Public Reading of Scripture in 

the Divine Service” for Study and Response 
 

Ref. Overture 1.02, CTCR Report “The Public Reading of Scripture” Convention 
Workbook G.7-G.22; Synod Resolution 02.1.04 

 
WHEREAS the Holy Scriptures are the Word of God written, and the only rule and norm for 

the doctrine and practice of the Holy Christian Church; and  
 
WHEREAS the reading of the Holy Scriptures is an integral part of the worship of the 

Church; and 
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WHEREAS the reading of the Holy Scriptures is a public act, to which pastors are called to 
give heed; and 

 
WHEREAS there is a wide variety of practice in Lutheran Church–Canada congregations in 

choosing those who will read the Scriptures in the Divine Service; and 
 
WHEREAS the Synod in convention has asked the Commission on Theology and Church 

Relations to examine the issue of the public reading of Scripture in the Divine 
Service; therefore be it 

 
RESOLVED that the CTCR document “The Public Reading of Scripture in the Divine 

Service” be referred to the pastors and congregations of the Synod for study and 
response. 

 
ACTION: Adopted as amended, Session 2 
 
 
Resolution 08.1.03a To Encourage Christian Forgiveness and Greater Use of Individual 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Ref. Overture 1.03 
 
WHEREAS our Lord has granted to all Christians the joy and privilege of speaking the 

forgiveness of sins to one another (Eph.4:32 and Matt. 6:12); and 
 
WHEREAS our Lord has also given to His church the gift of individual confession and 

absolution where the pastor’s word of absolution is spoken to the penitent as by 
Christ Himself (John 20:19-23); and 

 
WHEREAS individual confession and absolution is clearly set forth in our Lutheran 

Confessions as well as the Synod’s explanation to the Small Catechism; and 
 
WHEREAS the opportunity to use individual confession and absolution was a practice 

cherished strongly by Luther, Walther, Loehe, and other prominent Lutheran 
fathers; and 

 
WHEREAS Lutheran Service Book offers rites and resources for the use of individual 

confession and absolution for pastoral care; and 
 
WHEREAS individual confession and absolution is an important means of pastoral care; 

therefore be it 
 
RESOLVED that members of our congregations be encouraged to forgive those who sin 

against them and to joyfully speak Christ’s word of forgiveness to one another; 
and be it further 

 
RESOLVED that pastors and congregations be encouraged to study the scriptural, 

confessional, and historical witness to individual confession and absolution with 
a view toward recovering the regular availability of its practice in our 
congregations; and be it further 
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RESOLVED that the seminaries be encouraged to provide additional guidance through articles 
in the Canadian Lutheran and seminary journals and in presentations to church 
workers’ conferences; and be it finally 

 
RESOLVED that both laity and pastors be encouraged to make greater use of individual 

confession and absolution. 
 
ACTION: Adopted as Amended, Session 4 
 
 
Resolution 08.1.04  To Decline Overture 1.04 
 

Ref. Overture 1.04 
 
WHEREAS the Smalcald Articles expressly declare ordination to be a public ratification of 

the call: “Finally, this is confirmed by the declaration of Peter, ‘You are a royal 
priesthood.’ (1 Pet. 2:9). These words apply to the true church which, since it 
alone possesses the priesthood, certainly has the right of electing and ordaining 
ministers. The most common custom of the church also bears witness to this, for 
there was a time when the people elected pastors and bishops. Afterwards a 
bishop either of that church or of a neighbouring church, was brought in to 
confirm the election with the laying on of hands; nor was ordination anything 
more than such a confirmation.” (Treatise on the Power and Primacy of The Pope 
para. 70); and 

 
WHEREAS consistent with our Confessions, the Handbook of Synod states: “A candidate for 

the office of the pastoral ministry in Lutheran Church–Canada may be ordained 
when the following prerequisites have been met:...He shall have received and 
accepted a call...” (5.21 Prerequisites for Ordination a.5,6); and 

 
WHEREAS the vicarage is not a call. Rather it is a year of practical training which forms an 

essential part of the seminaries’ program of training men for the office of the 
holy ministry. When men have successfully completed the program, they may be 
certified for ministry and are then eligible to receive a call and be ordained; 
therefore be it 

 
RESOLVED that Overture 1.04 “To Ordain Vicars” be respectfully declined. 
 
ACTION: Adopted, Session 2 
 
 
Resolution 08.1.05b To Request a Study from the CTCR on Whether A Vicar may 

Celebrate The Lord’s  Supper in An Emergency Situation 
 

Ref.   Overture 1.05 
 

WHEREAS  a thorough study of the matter of whether or not a vicar may celebrate the 
Sacrament of the Altar in an emergency situation will be helpful in assisting the 
church-at-large to determine the appropriateness of such a practice; therefore be 
it 
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RESOLVED that the CTCR be asked to provide a study on whether a vicar, in an emergency 
situation, with approval from the vicarage congregation, the seminary and the 
Council of Presidents, may celebrate the Sacrament of the Altar; and be it further 

 
RESOLVED that the study be submitted to the next Synodical convention for consideration; 

and be it further 
 
RESOLVED that the Council of Presidents and seminaries be mindful of the discussion and 

concerns expressed at this Convention and of the pending study in any 
consideration of a request for a vicar to celebrate the Sacrament of the Altar 
based on emergency; and be it finally  

 
RESOLVED that for the time being, in any apparent emergency, the Council of Presidents in 

conjunction with the respective District and circuit shall continue to seek all 
possible means to provide sacramental ministry by an ordained pastor. 

 
ACTION: Adopted as Amended, Session 6 
 
 
Resolution 08.1.06 To Establish a Task Force to Review the Vicarage Program 
 

Ref. Overture 1.06; 1.07; 1.08 
 
WHEREAS there is an expressed need to review the practical training of seminary students 

with respect to length, location and financing of vicarages as well as the 
mentoring and placement of vicars; therefore be it 

 
RESOLVED that a task force be established to review the above-mentioned concerns and look 

at other possible models (e.g. residency program); and be it further 
 
RESOLVED that the Synod President appoint the members of this task force which shall 

include, but not be limited to, representatives from the seminaries, Council of 
Presidents, recent pastoral graduates of our Canadian seminaries and members of 
the church-at-large; and be it finally 

 
RESOLVED that, before the next Synod convention, the task force report its recommendations 

to the Synod Board of Directors and the Boards of Regents of our seminaries for 
consideration and possible implementation. 

 
ACTION: Adopted as Amended, Session 6 
 
 
Resolution 08.2.01 To Encourage the Ongoing Work of the French Hymnal Project 
 
 Ref:  Overture 2.01  
 
WHEREAS Bylaw 2.109 (2005 LCC Handbook page 28) requires that official service books 

and hymnals be accepted as such only after a process of exposure and testing; 
and 

 



 
 

40

WHEREAS Resolution 05.2.04 commended Lutheran Service Book and agenda for use in our 
churches; and 

 
WHEREAS Lutheran Service Book and agenda are not available in the French language for 

use in our churches; and 
 
WHEREAS LCC=s Committee on Worship and Music has begun to work on a French 

language version of ALutheran Service Book;@ therefore be it 
 
RESOLVED that the Committee on Worship and Music be encouraged to continue work on a 

French hymnal and agenda; and be it further 
RESOLVED that the pastors and congregations of Lutheran Church–Canada be encouraged to 

study, use, and test the proposed hymnal and agenda materials; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED our Synod=s Commission on Theology and Church Relations prepare an 

evaluation of the proposed hymnal and agenda materials; and be it finally 
 
RESOLVED that on the basis of the evaluation Lutheran Church–Canada Board of Directors 

make an appropriate recommendation of the proposed hymnal and agenda to the 
next Synod convention. 

 
ACTION: Adopted. 
 
 
Resolution 08.2.02a To Establish a Chaplaincy Service for the Care of Church Workers and 

Their Families 
 
 Ref:  Overture 2.05 
 
WHEREAS recent studies of Lutheran ChurchBCanada church workers and their families 

suggest that a significant number of the Synod=s church workers are experiencing 
burn-out due to a number of demoralizing issues, and a greater number are in its 
initial stages; and 

 
WHEREAS other North American studies have shown that only 30% of pastors are 

functioning relatively well; and 
 
WHEREAS unhealthy church workers are neither inclined nor able to serve as effective 

mentors and recruiters of the next generation of church workers; and 
 
WHEREAS the lack of adequate preventative pastoral care for church workers and their 

families undermines leadership for congregations and the church in the future; 
and 

 
WHEREAS trends indicate that this situation will worsen unless adequately addressed; and 
 
WHEREAS the Synod as a whole has not yet been able to make significant, pro-active, 

positive efforts to address these issues, beyond the commendable remedial 
solutions offered through Worker Benefit Plans; and 
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WHEREAS the AlbertaBBritish Columbia District=s ATask Force for the Care of Church 
workers and their Families@ has taken preliminary steps toward establishing a 
chaplaincy service which would focus on engaging and alleviating these 
situations; and 

 
WHEREAS the synodical Council of Presidents has recognized this Task Force=s work, has 

concurred with its assessment of the situation, and has in response convened a 
synod-wide Symposium on the Care of Church workers and their Families; 
therefore be it 

 
RESOLVED that within the next triennium the president of Lutheran ChurchBCanada, in 

consultation with the ABC District=s Task Force for the Care of Church workers 
and their Families, establish an effective means of providing specific, necessary 
care, guided by a “Family Systems” approach so that church workers and their 
families may indeed be encouraged, strengthened and supported “so that their 
work will be a joy, not a burden” (Heb 13:17)  

 
ACTION: Adopted as Amended, Session 4 
 
 
Resolution 08.2.03 To Establish a Pastoral Mentoring Program 
 
 Ref:  Overture 2.04 
 
WHEREAS society has increasingly high expectations of people in all lines of work, 

especially of new workers in many vocations; and 
 
WHEREAS there are many challenging situations in the ministry where the wisdom of an 

experienced mentor could be helpful; and 
 
WHEREAS pastors are constantly in need of encouragement in both their personal and 

professional lives; and 
 
WHEREAS there is stress dealing with people in their everyday lives; and 
 
WHEREAS questions may arise in the early years of the ministry when doctrine and practice 

do not seem to agree; and  
 
WHEREAS The Lutheran Church of Australia has a mentoring program that might serve as a 

model; therefore be it 
 
RESOLVED that the Council of Presidents, in consultation with the seminaries, establish a 

mentorship program pairing respected, faithful, experienced pastors with new 
pastors to give new members of the Synod encouragement, support and brotherly 
advice especially in the early years of their ministry.   

 
ACTION: Defeated, Session 6  
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Resolution 08.2.04a To Decline Overture 2.08  
 

Ref:  Overture 2.08 
 

WHEREAS LCC has two routes for certification through Concordia University College of 
Alberta: a 3 year Bachelor of Arts, with Lutheran Teacher course work plus two 
year Bachelor of Education, or Lutheran Teacher course work through colloquy 
for previously certified teachers; and 

 
WHEREAS integration of Lutheran course work is not feasible under Alberta legislation, and 

is not compatible with the scope and sequence of the Bachelor of Education after 
degree; therefore be it 

 
RESOLVED that we respectfully decline Overture 2.08.  
 
ACTION: Adopted, Session 2 
 
Resolution 08.2.05 To Provide Biblically-Based Materials and Resources on Christian 

Discipleship 
 
 Ref:  Overture 2.03  
 
WHEREAS God richly supplies everything that we need to support our body and life (Psalm 

145:15-16; Matthew 10:29-30); and 
 
WHEREAS God has redeemed us in Jesus Christ and has called us to a life of faith and 

service to Him and service to our fellow man (1 Corinthians 6:20; 10:31; 2 
Corinthians 5:15; Titus 2:14); and 

 
WHEREAS God has called us to be faithful stewards of all that He gives us in this life - our 

time, our energy, our work, our talents and our treasures (1 Peter 4:10-11); and 
 
WHEREAS the AVision for Lutheran Church–Canada@ developed by the triennial planning 

meeting of the Synod called for the Church to AGrow the resources available for 
the mission of the Church@ and further defined this strategic direction by stating 
the following goal: Aassist God=s people to use their God-given gifts, abilities and 
talents.@; and 

 
WHEREAS our life of discipleship is empowered by the Gospel and nurtured, shaped and 

formed by the means of grace (Ephesians 2:19-20; 1 Thessalonians 2:13); 
therefore be it 

 
RESOLVED that over the next three years the president appoint a Task Force to develop 

Biblically-based materials and resources to help our people study, understand, 
appreciate and live out their life of discipleship; and be it further 

 
RESOLVED that these materials and resources be promoted and made available to all of our 

church workers, churches and schools in the various languages in which our 
church is at work.  

 
ACTION: Adopted, Session 6 
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Resolution 08.2.06  To Strengthen the Diaconal Colloquy Process  
 
 Ref:  Overture 2.06   
 
WHEREAS the need for diaconal workers (teacher and Director of Parish Services) in the 

congregations of LCC surpasses the number of certified rostered workers 
available; and 

 
WHEREAS congregations respond to that need by engaging the services of gifted non-

rostered workers in school classrooms and parish education settings; and 
 
WHEREAS those individuals and their service could benefit from the completion of the 

course work and formations necessary for certification; and 
 
WHEREAS ANon-rostered workers shall be encouraged to seek certification through the 

Diaconal Colloquy Committee@ (Bylaw 5.01b.3); and 
 
WHEREAS there are significant challenges to diaconal certification in terms of support, 

access, and cost; therefore, be it 
 
RESOLVED that the Synod recognize the service of the Word that is being carried out by non-

rostered workers and thank them for their service alongside the rostered workers 
of Synod; and be it further 

 
RESOLVED that the Synod, districts, and congregations of LCC encourage certification of 

non-rostered workers serving within our congregations and schools; and be it 
further 

 
RESOLVED that the congregations and their schools be encouraged to provide educational 

leave time when necessary for non-rostered workers who are engaged in the 
certification process; and be it further 

 
RESOLVED that in addition to the financial support provided by districts and Concordia 

University College of Alberta the congregations and their schools be encouraged 
to provide financial aid for tuition funding to those seeking certification; and be it 
finally  

 
RESOLVED that Concordia University College of Alberta continue to work at providing 

access to colloquy coursework through collaborative agreements with other 
educational institutions and through distance-friendly methods of course 
delivery. 

 
ACTION: Adopted as Amended. 
 

Resolution 08.2.07 To Support the Synodical Training of Deacons   
 
 Ref:  Overture 2.02  
 
WHEREAS there is an increasing need for synodically-trained and rostered deacons; and 
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WHEREAS financial assistance may be a need; and 
 
WHEREAS Concordia University College of Alberta website has details of what is currently 

in place for Teacher and Director of Parish Services certifications as well as the 
relevant application methods: 

http://www.concordia.ab.ca/programs/churchworkerprograms.php; therefore be it 

RESOLVED that the Board of Directors encourage synodical leaders, pastors, school 
principals, church elders, and appropriate congregational boards to identify future 
deacons (eg. Synodical RSVP Program, or similar tool); and be it finally 

RESOLVED that the Board of Directors encourage synodical leaders, pastors, school 
principals, church elders, and appropriate congregational boards to seek ways of 
offering financial assistance to those needing it, or time away from work for 
those whose work schedule prevents them from taking needed and/or desired 
courses. 

ACTION: Adopted, Session 4 
 
 
Resolution 08.2.08 To Decline Overture 2.07 (“To Review Guidelines for Diaconal 

Colloquy”) 
 
 Ref:  Overture 2.07; Report 6: Pastoral and Diaconal Colloquy Committees 
 
WHEREAS the Diaconal Colloquy Committee has the authority to evaluate individuals 

entering the Diaconal Colloquy Program concerning their understanding of 
Lutheran doctrine and educational practice, (Bylaw 5.105, 5.107); and 

 
WHEREAS  the Diaconal Colloquy Committee has the authority to define a program of study 

based on the individual’s demonstrated knowledge and experience, therefore be it  
 
RESOLVED that we respectfully decline Overture 2.07. 
 
ACTION: Adopted, Session 6 
 
 
Resolution 08.3.01 To Move Bylaw 8.43(a) to Bylaw 5.51 
 

Ref:  Overture 3.02, Final Report of President’s Task Force on Chapter VIII 
 

WHEREAS the Task Force on Chapter 8 recommends that information relating to suspension 
be placed in one section of the Handbook, and 

 
WHEREAS the Commission on Constitutional Matters and Structure concurs with such a 

proposal, therefore be it 
 
RESOLVED that Bylaw 8.43(a) Duration and Effect of Suspension be subsumed under Bylaw 

5.51 as 
f. The suspension of a member shall remain in effect until a decision is reached 

by the Commission on Adjudication. During the period of suspension a 
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member shall not be relieved of his rights under the Constitution and these 
Bylaws, but shall be relieved (1) of his duties as a member of the Synod (e.g., 
delegate to a district or synodical convention, membership on district or 
synodical boards and commissions) and (2) of the duties and responsibilities 
of his position with the Synod or with a district or an organization owned and 
controlled by the Synod, and he shall be ineligible for service in the Synod. 
Suspension, however, shall not, of itself, act to relieve a member of duties 
and responsibilities of his position with a congregation which is a member of 
the Synod, but the district president shall notify the congregation of the 
suspension so that the congregation may take action as it deems appropriate. 

 
And be it finally  
 

RESOLVED that reference to Bylaw 8.43 be removed from Bylaw 5.51(a) and (b). 
 
ACTION: Adopted, Session 2 
 
 
Resolution 08.3.02 To Amend Chapter VIII 
 

Ref:  Overture 3.01, Synodical Bylaws Chapter VIII, Report of the President’s Task 
Force on Chapter VIII 

 
WHEREAS the Special Committee appointed by the president in accordance with Resolution 

05.3.02 of the 2005 Convention of Lutheran Church–Canada has reviewed the 
present bylaws under Chapter VIII “Reconciliation and Adjudication” and 
reported its recommendations to the president and the Commission on 
Constitutional Matters and Structure (CCMS), and  

 
WHEREAS  the CCMS has reviewed the proposed revision of the chapter and recommends its 

adoption by the convention, there be it 
 
RESOLVED that the present Chapter VIII of the 2005 synodical handbook be replaced with 

the proposal for Chapter VIII of the President’s Task Force on Chapter VIII with 
the following amendments:  

 
  1. Section 8.19(b) be deleted and replaced with the following 
 
  b. Prior Efforts at Reconciliation Required 

 Before any matter is submitted to formal reconciliation, the parties involved in a 
dispute are expected to have met together, face to face, in a good-faith attempt to 
settle their dispute. If this is unsuccessful it is expected that those in dispute will 
seek the aid of others. The district president may be invited by either party to 
assist in these reconciliation efforts, in which case he may respond in person or 
by appointing someone to assist him. 

 
  2.  That the following be added as the last sentence of Section 8.47(a)(v) 
 

 Any member of the Commission on Constitutional Matters and Structure who is 
a party or an advisor to a party shall not participate in providing an interpretation 
to the Commission. 
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  3.  That the following be added as the last sentence of Section 8.47(a)(vi) 
 

 Any member of the Commission on Theology and Church Relations who is a 
party or an advisor to a party shall not participate in providing a decision to the 
Commission. 

 
ACTION: Adopted, Session 3 
 
 
Resolution 08.3.03 To Support, Encourage and Assist Concordia Lutheran Theological 

Seminary, St. Catharines 
 

Ref:  Overture 3.11, Report 21 
 

WHEREAS Concordia Lutheran Theological Seminary (CLTS) has faithfully trained pastors 
and church workers for Lutheran Church–Canada and The Lutheran Church–
Missouri Synod for over 30 years; and 

 
WHEREAS Concordia Lutheran Theological Seminary  presently faces serious financial 

challenges; and 
 
WHEREAS some urgency exists to deal with these issues on a expedited basis; therefore be it 
 
RESOLVED that the Board of Directors provide support, encouragement and assistance to the 

Board of Regents of Concordia Lutheran Theological Seminary as they work 
through their current financial challenges. 

 
ACTION Adopted, Session 5 
 
 
Resolution 08.3.04 To implement a cost efficient seminary program for Lutheran 

Church–Canada 
 

Ref:   Overture 3.11, Reports 3, 20, 21 and institutional Reports (p. E50 of Convention 
Workbook) 

 
WHEREAS the seminaries of Lutheran Church–Canada continue to face new challenges and 

opportunities as they seek to sustain their service to our Synod in training pastors 
and lay people; and 

 
WHEREAS Synod is unable to materially increase its financial support for operating the two 

seminaries; and 
 
WHEREAS student enrolment at both seminaries has declined from the 1990s and on a 

combined basis has remained stable for the last 4 years; and 
 
WHEREAS cost effective technological advances exist to creatively deliver theological 

education, including video conferencing, web-based delivery and distance 
education; and 
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WHEREAS the two seminaries have an accumulated deficit of $800, 000.00 and the average 
cost of operating the seminaries over the last 6 years has exceeded revenue by 
$96, 612.00 per year; and 

 
WHEREAS our partner churches in Australia and Brazil face similar issues of geography and 

yet each maintains a single seminary; therefore be it 
 
RESOLVED Lutheran Church–Canada create a cost efficient seminary program for the 

training of pastors for Lutheran Church–Canada; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED the Board of Directors implement a plan to fulfill this resolution, including 

bringing forward to the next Synodical convention and amendments to the 
constating documents and Handbook of Synod; and be it finally  

 
RESOLVED the Board of Directors provide semi-annual progress reports to the constituency 

of our Synod through the Canadian Lutheran. 
 
ACTION: Adopted, Session 5 
 
 
Resolution 08.3.05 To Approve Appropriate Technologies for Conducting the Business 

of Synod  
 

Ref:  Overture 3.03 
 

WHEREAS there may be occasions in our synodical structure when for the sake of cost 
savings in money and time, it could possibly be an advantage to use appropriate 
technologies that would accomplish the purposes of the Synod; and 

 
WHEREAS appropriate technologies exist to permit meetings to be held without all the 

individuals being physically present; and  
 
WHEREAS such teleconferences and electronic meetings are commonly permitted by 

corporations and other secular entities; be it 
 
RESOLVED that any individual may participate in a meeting of a Board, Committee, Task 

Force, Circuit or other synodical body or entity, other than conventions by means 
of telephone or other communication facilities that permit all persons 
participating in the meeting to hear or otherwise communicate with each other 
and such individual participating in such meeting by such means shall be deemed 
to be present at such meeting PROVIDED ALWAYS that notice of the fact that a 
meeting is being held in whole or in part by telephone or electronic means shall 
be provided in the notice regarding the meeting provided to each participant and 
the chairman will ensure all individuals who will not be physically present have 
proper access to the means for participating in such telephone or electronic 
meeting; and be it further 

 
RESOLVED  that CCMS bring forward such amendments to the relevant sections of the 

Handbook of Synod to facilitate such meetings. 
 
ACTION Adopted as Amended, Session 5 
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Resolution 08.3.06 To Waive LSO Charitable Status Requirements for Lutherans for 
Life–Canada  

 
Ref:  Overture 3.06, Bylaw 13.03(a)(5) 
 

WHEREAS Lutherans For Life–Canada (LFLC) is an approved organization of Lutheran 
Church–Canada (See Lutheran Church–Canada home page - Other Resources - 
Sister Churches and Partner Organizations); and 

 
WHEREAS it would be beneficial for it to be a Listed Service Organization (LSO), (for 

example some organizations will not allow a display table unless it is a LSO); 
and 

 
WHEREAS one of the requirements to LSO status is to have a federally-granted charitable 

status; and 
 
WHEREAS the Federal Government refuses to give to LFLC charitable status because LFLC 

has a one-sided approach to life issues; therefore, be it 
 
RESOLVED that Lutheran Church–Canada waive the charitable status requirement in Bylaw 

13.03(a)(5) for Lutherans For Life–Canada; and be it finally 
 
RESOLVED that the Board of Directors be and hereby are directed to grant LSO status to 

Lutherans for Life–Canada. 
 
ACTION: Adopted, Session 3 
 
 
Resolution 08.3.07 To Decline Overture 3.08 (“To Establish a Four-Year Convention 

Cycle”) 
 

Ref:  Overtures 3.08 & 3.09, Constitution of Lutheran Church–Canada Article 
VII(A)(1) 

 
WHEREAS Lutheran Church–Canada currently operates on a three-year convention cycle; 

and 
 
WHEREAS current terms on synodical Boards and Committees are 6 years; and 
 
WHEREAS there is concern with respect to increasing this commitment to 8 years; and 
 
WHEREAS a 4 year Convention Cycle would lead to more decisions being made by the 

Board of Directors and thus a perceived centralization of decision making; and 
 
WHEREAS extending the Convention Cycle to 4 years requires that resolutions passed at a 

convention which require a Task Force study would often take a minimum of 8 
years to implement; and 

 
WHEREAS a 4 year convention cycle would also often lead to an 8 year process to amend the 

Constitution and Bylaws; and 
 



 
 

49

WHEREAS  there is a need for more frequent contact between laity and clergy nationally; and 
 
WHEREAS more frequent interaction on a national level would help foster unity in Lutheran 

Church–Canada; therefore be it 
 
RESOLVED that we respectfully decline Overture 3.08. 
 
ACTION: Adopted, Session 5 
 
 
Resolution 08.3.08   To Establish Joint District and Synodical Conventions  
 

Ref:  Overtures 3.08 & 3.09, Constitution of Lutheran Church–Canada Article 
VII(A)(1) 

 
WHEREAS Lutheran Church–Canada currently operates on a three-year convention cycle; 

and 
 
WHEREAS significant energy and resources are required to plan and implement conventions; 

and 
 
WHEREAS each congregation is encouraged to be actively involved in the purposes of 

Lutheran Church–Canada; and 
 
WHEREAS the convention of each district could be accomplished either during sectional 

times at a national convention (as at the founding convention of LCC), or prior to 
or after the synodical convention; and 

 
WHEREAS holding district and synodical conventions together would foster greater unity in 

the Church; 
 
WHEREAS  by holding district and synodical conventions together, stronger and more 

efficient strategic planning can be implemented; therefore be it 
 
RESOLVED the district conventions take place jointly with the synodical convention; and be it 

further 
 
RESOLVED these conventions be held every three years with voting representation from 

every congregation; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED these conventions rotate from district to district; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED the Board of Directors be charged with implementing this resolution in 

consultation with the district Boards of Directors; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED CCMS review the Handbook of Synod and bring appropriate amendments to the 

2011 synodical convention to reflect this change in the convention process; and 
be it further 

 
RESOLVED the three districts of the Synod be directed to amend their bylaws to reflect a joint 

convention cycle on or before their 2012 District conventions; and be it finally 
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RESOLVED this new cycle be implemented with the regularly scheduled synodical 

convention in 2014. 
 
ACTION: Defeated, Session 5 
 
 
Resolution 08.3.09 To Establish a Task Force on Cultural Properties and Archives 
 

Ref:  Overture 3.04 and 3.05, Report 11 
 

WHEREAS God has richly blessed the proclamation of His Word in Canada through 
Lutheran Church–Canada, and before 1989, through The Lutheran Church–
Missouri Synod; and 

 
WHEREAS  this blessing continues as congregations carry out the mission of the church; and 
 
WHEREAS the preservation of this record of God’s grace was carefully recorded and 

preserved by our forbearers; and 
 
WHEREAS the volume of new information suitable for preservation for future generations 

continues to grow; and 
 
WHEREAS two of Lutheran Church–Canada’s three districts rely on part-time volunteers to 

process new materials and maintain records of our Lutheran heritage; and 
 
WHEREAS the Lutheran Church of Australia maintains a single, effective and efficient 

national archive; and 
 
WHEREAS funding for all district programs does not allow the level of support required to 

guarantee systematic and timely preservation of historical records and artifacts; 
and 

 
WHEREAS governance issues have been raised as a potential barrier to the Lutheran 

Historical Institute effectively carrying out its mission; therefore be it 
 
RESOLVED  that Synod’s Board of Directors establish a task force to assess the current state 

of all LCC archival holdings, processes and facilities, and recommend ways to 
provide coordination, ongoing adequate funding and staffing, including any 
changes in the organization and governance of existing entities that need to be 
undertaken; and be it further 

 
RESOLVED the task force report its findings to the Board of Directors no later than June 2010 

for discussion and possible action at the next synodical convention; and be it 
further  

 
RESOLVED that funding for this task force come from a $500.00 assessment from each of: 

the Synod Office, three district offices, two seminaries and the university college; 
and be it further 
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RESOLVED Lutheran Church–Canada, its districts, congregations and institutions be 
encouraged to continue the ongoing collection of historical documents so that 
future generations may praise God for His blessings upon His people. 

 
ACTION: Adopted as Amended, Session 2 
 
 
Resolution 08.3.10a  To Define the Role of Deacons in the Synodical Handbook 
 

Ref:   Overture 3.12 
 
WHEREAS the statutory bylaws define a member as a “congregation, pastor or deacon” 

(section 1.01); and 
 
WHEREAS the Synodical Bylaws nowhere explains the rationale for the role of deacons in 

Synodical and District Structure and why they are not permitted to serve in some 
elected or appointed positions (Examples: 2.101 does not permit a deacon to 
serve on the Commission on Constitutional Matters and Structure (“CCMS”); 
2.105 does not permit a deacon be elected to the Commission on Theology and 
Church Relations (“CTCR”) but a lay female may, though the Synodical 
President may appoint one additional “member”;  2.231 does not permit a deacon 
to serve the Board of Managers of the Workers Benefit Plan); and 

 
WHEREAS the East District is seeking ways to increase the involvement of deacons in its 

structure; and 
 
WHEREAS the Synodical Handbook forms part of the handbooks of all the Districts and, as 

such any inconsistency between a District handbook and the Synodical 
Handbook may be subject to challenge; therefore be it 

 
RESOLVED The CCMS are here by directed to bring to the next convention amendments to 

the Synodical Bylaws which include deacons in Bylaws 2.101, 2.105 and 2.231; 
and be it finally 

 
RESOLVED The CCMS, in consultation with the CTCR, provide a report to the next 

convention with respect to the role of deacons in the Synodical and District 
structure along with recommendations for potential amendments to the Synodical 
Handbook arising from this study. 

 
ACTION: Adopted, Session 6 
 
 
Resolution 08.3.11 To Decline Overture 3.10 (“To Allow for More Effective 

Representation of Deacons at Synodical Conventions”) 
 

Ref:  Overture 3.10, Constitution of Lutheran Church–Canada, Article VIII and 
Synodical Bylaws ss. 1.19, 2.03, 2.05 and 2.09 

 
WHEREAS voting representation at the Synod Convention is based upon each Circuit having 

representation rather than individuals or congregations being represented; and 
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WHEREAS from inception, the Synod and, since 1846, The Lutheran Church–Missouri 
Synod, has made representation by congregation or circuit, rather than 
representation by the office of Pastor, the basis for representation at conventions; 
and 

 
WHEREAS  accepting this overture would require significant changes to the synodical 

constitution and bylaws with regard to such representation; therefore be it 
 
RESOLVED that Overture 3.10 be respectfully declined. 
 
ACTION: Adopted, Session 6 
 
 
Resolution 08.3.12 To Decline Overture 3.07 (“To Permit Emeritus Pastors Serving as 

Vacancy Pastors to Serve as Delegates”) 
 

Ref:  Overture 3.07 
 

WHEREAS vacancy services are, by their very nature, temporary and, as such, it is possible 
that an individual may no longer be serving the vacancy at the time of or after 
convention; and 

 
WHEREAS congregations who are currently in a long term vacancy situation and are being 

served by a Pastor Emeritus should be urged to consider extending a call with 
modified service to such pastor; therefore be it 

 
RESOLVED that Overture 3.07 be respectfully declined. 
 
ACTION: Adopted, Session 6  
 
 
Resolution 08.4.01   To Receive Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church, Salmon Arm 

British Columbia into Membership in Lutheran Church–Canada 
 

Ref. Late Overture 4.08 
 
WHEREAS the congregation of Shepherd of The Valley Lutheran Church, Salmon Arm, 

British Columbia has applied for membership in Lutheran Church–Canada; and 
 
WHEREAS the constitution and bylaws of Shepherd of The Valley Lutheran Church, Salmon 

Arm, British Columbia have been examined by the Constitutions Committee of 
the Alberta-British Columbia District and approved by the Board of Directors of 
Lutheran Church–Canada, ABC District; therefore be it 

 
RESOLVED that Shepherd of The Valley Lutheran Church, Salmon Arm, British Columbia be 

joyfully received as a member of Lutheran Church–Canada. 
 
ACTION: Adopted, Session 1 
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Resolution 08.4.02  To Decline Overture 4.01, 4.,02 and 4.03 in regard to Synodical 
Website 

 
Ref:  Overture 4.01, 4.02, 4.03 and Report 7 workbook E20 

 
WHEREAS LCC Resolution 99.2.09 resolved that LCC expand its use of the Internet as a 

means of communication, resource, distribution and mission outreach is in the 
ongoing process of being implemented by Synod communication staff; and 

 
WHEREAS the Internet is already a major component of the LCC communication strategy; 

and 
 
WHEREAS  as part of this strategy the communication staff are preparing to launch a service 

that will provide templates for congregational websites and to provide web 
hosting along with other features; and 

 
WHEREAS communication staff are in discussion with districts regarding web presence and 

integration; and 
 
WHEREAS referring to Report 7 page E20, the Synod Board of Directors has approved in 

principal the addition of, and costs for a staff person to continue developing this 
area; therefore be it 

 
RESOLVED we respectfully decline overture 4.01, 4.02 and 4.03; and, be it finally  
 
RESOLVED that we commend the Synod communication staff for their work in this area and 

encourage them in their ongoing implementation of resolution 99.2.09. 
 
ACTION: Adopted, Session 3 
 
 
Resolution 08.4.03   To Celebrate the Silver Anniversary of LCC Founding in 2013 
 

Ref:  Overture 4.06 
 
WHEREAS by the grace of God, Lutheran Church–Canada will celebrate the 25th 

anniversary of its founding in 1988 and the beginning of its ministry in 1989; and 
 
WHEREAS the body of Christ draws great benefit from gathering together as a unified people 

of God; and 
 
WHEREAS the church has not had the opportunity to gather nationally since the founding 

convention in 1988; and 
 
WHEREAS such gatherings can inspire and educate the people of Christ=s body and provide 

encouragement to proclaim the Gospel; therefore be it 
 
RESOLVED that in the summer of 2013, Lutheran Church–Canada hold a self-supporting 

national convocation, funded by participants, in which all members of LCC 
congregations, church workers and guests be encouraged to attend; and be it 
further  
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RESOLVED that this convocation be for the purpose of giving thanks to God and focus on 

outreach; and, be it finally 
 
RESOLVED  that this convocation be held in conjunction with the National Youth Gathering 

scheduled for that year thereby enabling the best stewardship of all resources. 
 
ACTION: Adopted, Session 3 
 
 
Resolution 08.4.04 To Encourage the Amalgamation of Lutheran Church–Canada 

Central District Church Extension Fund with Lutheran Church–
Canada Financial Ministries 

 
Ref: Overture 4.07; Central District Resolution 2000-04-07; LCC Resolution 02.4.05 

 
WHEREAS  both Lutheran Church–Canada and Lutheran Church–Canada Central District  in 

convention encouraged the amalgamation of the Central District’s Church 
Extension and Lutheran Foundation with Lutheran Church–Canada Financial 
Ministries; and  

 
WHEREAS the Lutheran Foundation of the Central District was amalgamated with LCCFM 

on the effective date of January 1, 2004; therefore be it 
 
RESOLVED that the Central District and LCCFM be encouraged to move forward with 

negotiating appropriate guidelines for amalgamating the Central District’s 
Church Extension into LCCFM. 

 
ACTION: Adopted, Session 3 
 
 
 
Resolution 08.4.05   To Receive the Three Year Work Program – Years Ending January 

31, 2009, January 31, 2010 and January 31, 2011 
 

Ref:  Report 3 (workbook page E9 & E10) 
 
WHEREAS the treasurer and Board of Directors of Lutheran Church–Canada have prepared a 

proposed work program for the years 2009-2011; and 
 
WHEREAS this work program can only be implemented by the cooperation and action of 

congregations, districts, and the solicitation and receipt of necessary funds; 
therefore be it 

 
RESOLVED that Lutheran Church–Canada assembled in Convention receive this work 

program for information, study and action by the Board of Directors. 
 
ACTION: Adopted, Session 3 
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Resolution 08.4.06  To Decline Overture 4.04 (“To Provide Equality in Pastoral Salaries 
and Remuneration”) 

 
Ref: Overture 4.04 
 

WHEREAS the current pastoral remuneration structure was developed over many years to 
acknowledge experience and responsibility in the pastoral office; and 

 
WHEREAS we acknowledge that the concerns raised by the overture may be issues in our 

church today and no earthly system is perfect: and  
 
WHEREAS  a task force to gather information and make recommendations would be costly 

with the possibility of no further action; therefore be it 
 
RESOLVED that we respectfully decline Overture 4.04. 
 
ACTION: Adopted as Amended, Session 6 
 
 
Resolution 08.4.07  To Decline Overture 4.05 (“To Establish A Synod Wide Moving 

Fund”) 
 

Ref:  Overture 4.05 
 
WHEREAS each District is unique and best understands its own geographic limitations and 

opportunities; and 
 
WHEREAS  the Districts have the responsibility to support their church workers: and 
 
WHEREAS the East District voluntary district-wide moving strategy is a helpful model to 

follow; therefore be it  
 
RESOLVED  that we respectfully decline overture 4.05; and, finally be it 
 
RESOLVED that each District be encouraged to provide a district-wide moving fund. 
 
ACTION: Adopted, Session 6  
 
 
Resolution 08.4.08  To Give Thanks to God for the Leadership of Dr. Ralph Mayan 
  
 Ref. Overture 4.09 
 
WHEREAS Dr. Ralph Mayan is joyfully received as a gift bestowed by the exalted Lord on 

His church for her good (Eph. 4: 8, 11); and 
 
WHEREAS our Lord has worked in and through Dr. Mayan to give exceptional leadership to 

Lutheran Church–Canada as she has grown into her role in Canadian and 
worldwide Lutheranism; and 
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WHEREAS Dr. Mayan has given unselfishly of his time and energy in fulfilling his duties; 
and 

 
WHEREAS Dr. Mayan is retiring after serving four terms as president of Lutheran Church–

Canada; therefore be it 
 
RESOLVED that Lutheran Church–Canada give thanks to God for the rich blessings poured 

out upon this church body through the leadership of Dr. Ralph Mayan as pastor 
and president; and commend Dr. Mayan to the Lord’s continued blessing and 
direction; and, be it finally 

 
RESOLVED that Rev. Dr. Ralph Mayan receive the official designation President Emeritus.  
 
ACTION: Adopted, Session 5 
 
 
Resolution 08.4.09 To Receive Église Luthérienne de l=Ascension, Montréal, Quebec into 

Membership in Lutheran ChurchBCanada 
 
WHEREAS the congregation of Église Luthérienne de l=Ascension, Montréal, Quebec, has 

applied for membership in Lutheran ChurchBCanada; and 
 
WHEREAS  the constitution and bylaws of Église Luthérienne de l=Ascension, Montréal, 

Quebec have been examined by the East District=s Committee on Constitutions 
and Membership and approved by the Board of Directors of Lutheran 
ChurchBCanada, East District (March 5, 2007); therefore be it 

 
RESOLVED that Église Luthérienne de l=Ascension, Montréal, Quebec be joyfully received as 

a member of Lutheran ChurchBCanada. 
 
Action: Adopted, Session 1 
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SERMONS/DEVOTIONAL MESSAGES 
 

Opening Service Sermon – Rev. Dr. Ralph Mayan 
 

“Give Jesus Glory” 
“Far More Abundantly Than All That We Ask Or Think!” 

 
Text: Ephesians. 3:14-21 
For this reason I bow my knees before the 
Father, from whom every family in heaven 
and on earth is named, that according to the 
riches of his glory he may grant you to be 
strengthened with power through his Spirit in 
your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in 
your hearts through faith—that you, being 
rooted and grounded in love, may have 
strength to comprehend with all the saints 
what is the breadth and length and height and 
depth, and to know the love of Christ that 
surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled 
with all the fullness of God. Now to him who 
is able to do far more abundantly than all that 
we ask or think, according to the power at 
work within us, to him be glory in the church 
and in Christ Jesus throughout all 
generations, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Far more abundantly than all that we ask 
or think!  The biblical phrase describes what 
we’ve experienced in Lutheran Church–
Canada. Pausing to reflect in this anniversary 
year and at this anniversary convention and 
service, what can we say but, Lord, you have 
blessed us far more abundantly than all 
that we ask or think! Our God is a faithful 
God – the breadth and the length, the height 
and the depth of that faithfulness surpasses 
our understanding. 
 
Far more abundantly than all that we ask 
or think!  Reflect for a moment. He has 
faithfully preserved in our midst the pure milk 
of His Word; He has permitted that Word to 
be preached and His sacraments administered 
in our 315 plus congregations; He has 
continued to provide shepherds who are 
committed to the Holy Scriptures as the 
inspired Word of God and the Lutheran 
Confessions as a true exposition of that Word; 
who faithfully proclaim the saving message of 
Jesus Christ as they care for and love their 

flock and as they reach out with the Gospel to 
others who have not yet come to believe. 
 
Far more abundantly than all that we ask 
or think! He has blessed His church with 
faithful laymen and women who by God’s 
grace seek to live out their “priesthood” 
through their various callings. They faithfully 
and generously support the mission and 
ministry of Christ’s church; They seek to 
share their faith as they have opportunity – 
always prepared to “give an answer to 
everyone who asks them to give the reason for 
the hope that they have.” 
 
Far more abundantly than all that we ask 
or think! He has blessed the proclamation of 
His Word in our midst, in this country and in 
other places in the world. Are you surprised to 
hear that following our “Open House” event 
this past fall, a good number of visitors joined 
in adult confirmation and Information 
Classes. Far more abundantly . . . Are you 
surprised to hear how blessing upon blessing 
has been experienced in world missions?  I 
wonder just how many of us who attended the 
founding convention held here in Winnipeg 
20 years ago imagined that God would have 
opened doors for us in Ukraine, in Thailand, 
in Nicaragua and he just doesn’t stop opening 
them – now opening doors in Costa Rica, 
Honduras and Cambodia. Far more 
abundantly than all that we ask or think!  
You need reason to Give Jesus Glory!   We 
have seen it with our own eyes! To him be 
glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, forever and ever. 
Amen 
 
Far more abundantly than all that we ask 
or think! These words certainly paint a 
beautiful picture of our good and gracious 
God!  Our God is a awesome God, a faithful 
God, faithful to all His promises. These words 
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also paint a portrait of us – but it’s not so 
pretty. It’s a portrait of a people who often 
find themselves surprised that God would 
actually keep His Word and bless His people.  
 
Dr. Lehman, our President Emeritus, at the 
dedication of the seminary building in 
Edmonton, and speaking about the 
significance of the event quoted sainted Dr. 
“Wil” Hyatt, an LCMS church leader and 
friend of the Canadian church. “People 
sometimes suggest that the blessings we enjoy 
today are such that the generations before us 
would never have believed them. Well, I beg 
to differ,” he said. “Of course they believed. If 
they had not believed, they would never have 
started what we are today continuing.” 
 
I confess to you that Dr. Hyatt was not 
speaking about me. At the constituting 
convention of Iglesia Luterana Sinodo de 
Nicaragua, I shared thoughts about my first 
visit to the mission. I told them that on my 
first visit my expectations were low. After all, 
what could one expect in the country which 
had endured civil war and a Hurricane Mitch. 
What could one expect from the labour of one 
missionary who had only a few years 
experience in ministry (As I recall Missionary 
Arguello choked a little as he translated my 
comments.)  But what did I see?  Far more 
than all that we ask or think!   
 
“I had forgotten whose mission this was.” It 
wasn’t my mission. That would have failed. It 
wasn’t Lutheran Church–Canada’s mission. 
That too would have failed. It wasn’t even 
Missionary Arguello’s mission. It was and 
remains God’s mission and God always does 
far more than all that we ask or think. I 
should have known better! Our God uses 
anything and everything, even Hurricanes and 
civil wars to bring His grace and love to bear 
on people’s lives. After all, He’s on a mission; 
He’s building His church!  We have witnesses 
to His abundant grace right here in our midst 
tonight. Oh Lord, how could I have been so 
weak in faith; so untrusting of your promises! 
And what about you? Was Dr. Hyatt speaking 
about you? What kind of expectations do you 
have of your good and gracious God – this 

God who blesses far more than all that we 
ask or think?  Do you put limits on what God 
can and will do in building His church in our 
midst, in your congregation, in what we do 
together in Lutheran Church–Canada. Is your 
faith in God acting limited by fear of failure? 
Is your trust in God circumscribed by your 
own limited expectations? Do you view 
challenges and new opportunities for service 
in life and in the church – exercises in futility 
or opportunities for our God who blesses far 
more than all that we ask or think, to really 
bless and build His church? 
 
How many opportunities are not seized; how 
many dreams unfulfilled, how many tasks 
incomplete – all because we do not act – 
trusting in a God who blesses far more than 
all that we ask or think! 
 
Twenty years have now passed in Lutheran 
Church–Canada – Twenty years of God 
blessing us far more than all that we ask or 
think or for that matter deserve. Do we take 
to heart the implications of such an out 
pouring of blessing for our future; Have we 
written it on our foreheads and upon our 
hearts . . .  or is it possible that we, like our 
Lord’s other disciples soon forget those 
blessings when the next challenge comes and 
we find ourselves trembling in fear for the 
future - actually forgetting about the one who 
journeys with us in the back of the boat. A 
lack of faith and trust on our part? O Lord, 
forgive!   
 
In their boat those disciples prayed. They 
pleaded for help. We too in our boat – in this 
church – we too can pray. And St. Paul 
provides us with the ideal prayer. It was His 
prayer for the church in Ephesus. It’s my 
prayer at this convention for our beloved 
Synod. 
 
For this reason I bow my knees before the 
Father, from whom every family in heaven 
and on earth is named, that according to the 
riches of his glory he may grant you to be 
strengthened with power through his Spirit in 
your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in 
your hearts through faith—that you, being 
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rooted and grounded in love, may have 
strength to comprehend with all the saints 
what is the breadth and length and height and 
depth, and to know the love of Christ that 
surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled 
with all the fullness of God.  
  
Lord, strengthen us through Your Spirit in our 
inner being. Hearts need cleansing, Minds 
need renewing. Faith needs strengthening. It’s 
a task that we can’t accomplish on our own by 
thinking more positively or striving and 
struggling harder to improve in mind and 
spirit. It’s a task accomplished only by the 
Holy Spirit!  Only He renews and only He 
strengthens. Only He increases faith so that 
Christ more and more permeates our inner 
most being through faith. Only He. . . . . 
Renew me O Eternal Light! 
 
And He does. Through Word and Sacrament, 
He accomplishes his purpose enabling Christ 
to dwell in our hearts through faith in order 
that rooted and grounded in love we may be 
strengthened to comprehend with all the 
saints the breadth and length and height and 
depth of His love.   
 
It’s at the cross that we begin to comprehend 
that love. St. Jerome of the 4th century put it 
something like this: The upper arm of the 
cross points up; the lower arm points down; 
the crossing arms point out to the widest 
horizons. The love of Christ reaches up to 
include the angels; it reaches down to include 
even the evil spirits in hell. In its length it 
covers the people who are striving and in its 
breadth it covers those who are wandering 
away. In other words it reaches out to all; no 
one is excluded, not you and not me. No one 
is outside or beyond the saving power of 
crucified and resurrected Saviour!   
In that cross, He has blessed us far more 
than all that we ask or think and most 
assuredly deserve. He forgives our sin, our 
lack of faith and trust. He removes our fears 
and our limited vision. He renews, He 
strengthens and He empowers. He does it for 
you; He does it for me. He does it even in this 
hour as we hear His Word and feed on His 
body and blood. He gives us the strength to 

comprehend with all the saints the breadth and 
length and height and depth. . .   
 
Of what? Scholars argue over what is being 
described. Is it a growth in spiritual 
comprehension, the kind that grows in all 
directions? Is it, as I have described 
previously, the vastness of God’s love for all 
in Jesus Christ? 
 
I like George Stoeckhardt’s take on this. He 
sees it as a description of the vastness of 
God’s building project, His Holy church. It 
extends through all times; It reaches out 
across every tribe and nation and people. It 
covers heaven and earth. As Luther says, “It is 
the assembly of all believers from the rising to 
the going down of the sun.” Right now with 
our limited vision we see only a small part; It 
appears weak and helpless like a little flock in 
the midst of this vast unbelieving world more 
often than not reflecting our lack of faith and 
trust. But one day we shall see it as it really is 
- in all its glory around the throne. Lord give 
us the strength to comprehend it right now 
and the courage to be instruments in building 
it! 
 
It is the infinite love of Christ, the Lord of the 
Church, that moved him to plan, to build and 
to increase the Church. He furnishes it with a 
kind of building material which softens hearts 
as hard as stone, that cleanses bodies sooted 
with demonic grime – that works faith in the 
faithless, trust in the untrusting; that washes 
clean the sinner and incorporates him into the 
congregation of the saints, that fills him with 
the fullness of Christ – the fullness of faith 
and trust.  
This vision of the church gives insight into the 
love of Christ which surpasses human 
understanding. And it moves the church to 
emulate His love, a love that does all things, 
that believes all things, that hopes all things, 
that endeavors by all means to reach out to 
those who have not heard or come to believe 
so that they too might join with the saints as 
they  Give Jesus Glory. 
 
Far more than all we ask or think!  That’s 
how we have been blessed these twenty  
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years! We are witnesses to your grace and 
favour! Lord, Give us hearts that believe; 
minds that trust and hands that work in your 
kingdom!  And  
Now to Him who is able to do far more 
abundantly than all that we ask or think, 

according to the power at work within us, to 
Him be glory in the church and in Christ 
Jesus throughout all generations, forever 
and ever. Amen! 
 

 
 

 

 
Friday Opening Devotion – Rev. Brad Schollenberg 

 
 “You Are Called:  To a Place You Don’t Want to Go” 

 
When have you ever heard of God calling 
someone to an easy task? When have you 
ever heard God say to someone He has 
chosen, "I’m going to give you an 
exorbitantly high salary, too much vacation 
time, and a life of total convenience? I’m 
going to guard you from all interruptions, 
keep you away from the hassles of day to 
day life, insure that you have totally smooth 
relationships, and never let the stress level in 
your life get too high. And I’ll just keep 
making your life easier as you get older so 
that you can have a smooth and uneventful 
transition into your heavenly home"? 
 
Look in the Bible for that and you’ll never 
find it. Instead you’ll find Noah building an 
ark on dry land. Not only was the work hard, 
but the neighbours probably got pretty ugly 
about his latest home improvement project. 
You’ll find Abraham, called to leave 
everything familiar and to start a new life in 
another land. You’ll find people like Esther 
who had to confront a powerful king with 
some very bad news. You’ll find people like 
the prophet Hosea who was called by God to 
marry a woman who would be unfaithful to 
him so the people could see a living 
demonstration of their own unfaithfulness. 
God does not call you to a life that is easy. 
The person in the Bible who did that, who 
called someone to a satisfied, comfortable, 
and famous life, was the devil during his 
temptation of Jesus. God’s calls are 
different. 
 
You’ll find Ananias in Acts chapter nine, 
called by God to meet face to face with a 

raging persecutor of the church, Saul. You’ll 
even meet God’s own Son, Jesus, called to 
be rejected, ridiculed, tortured, and put to 
death on the cross as payment for the sin of 
the world. God does not call you to a life 
that is easy. Your life is too important to 
Him. 
 
God’s call brings transformation to life. It 
brings His message, His redemption, His 
love. It is significant things that need to be 
done in His kingdom, so He calls people to 
serve Him. And as you look through the 
pages of the Bible, you’ll find God calling 
you too. That’s how Isaiah 43 begins when 
God said, I have called you by name, you 
are mine. Then He added, When you pass 
through the waters, I will be with 
you;…When you walk through the fire, you 
will not be burned…For I am the Lord, your 
God…your Saviour." WHEN you pass 
through raging waters that come crashing 
down, not IF. WHEN you walk through the 
searing heat of what life brings, not IF. 
WHEN you walk through situations that you 
would rather not be in, not IF. Yes, through 
it all, your Saviour is with you, God says. 
But your call—and let me define that as the 
time and place God has you living in right 
now—your call is not designed to be easy. 
 
That’s what Jesus talked to Peter about. In 
John 21:18 Jesus said to Peter, I tell you the 
truth, when you were younger you dressed 
yourself and went where you wanted; but 
when you are old you will stretch out your 
hands, and someone else will dress you and 
lead you where you do not want to go. 
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For Peter, this would be a journey from 
younger to older, from immaturity to 
maturity, from his destination to God’s 
destination, from serving self to glorifying 
God. John said that in verse 19: Jesus said 
this to indicate the kind of death by which 
Peter would glorify God. That was Peter’s 
call. 
 
Honestly, he didn’t like the idea. Who 
would? No one wants a hard life. Peter saw 
John following along and asked, "What 
about him?" Maybe there was a better deal. 
Do you ever look at other people and think: 
"They look so happy. They seem to have 
their life totally together. No challenges 
seem to be dragging them down. Why is 
their life so good and mine is so difficult? Is 
my life really the way it’s supposed to be?" 
 
I think people are asking those questions 
more now than ever. People are restless 
today. They seem more adventurous. The 
world is changing so fast. There is no 
stability. Life seems hectic, and with that 
comes frustrations. And with that there is so 
much anger these days. People are hurried, 
and cruel in their hurriedness. Just wait in 
line, whether in your car or at an 
appointment. So many adults and children 
are suffering from depression. Happiness 
and contentment seem so difficult to find. 
All the promises of happiness that new 
products, new technology, new diets, new 
exercise programs, new cars, new TV 
shows, claim to make for your life just don’t 
pan out. Years go by and struggles keep 
surfacing. So you ask, "Is this the way my 
life is supposed to be?" 
 
Do you know what I wonder? I wonder if 
we’re asking the wrong question. I wonder 
if, instead of trying to find a magical place 
where we’re totally comfortable, we’re 
supposed to be recognizing God’s call. 
Instead of asking, "Is this the way my life is 
supposed to be?" should we not be asking, 
"What does God want to do with me here 
and now?" And, "Will I let Him?" "Will I let 
Him lead me to places I would rather not 

go?"—places like working through 
difficulty in marriage, places like being 
challenged to show kindness when you’re 
tired and crabby, places like finding your 
mission as you lay in a hospital bed, places 
like taking the path of humility during 
conflict, places like willingness to be 
flexible, places like exercising self control 
over your passions. And, "Will I bring to 
those places the message of God, His 
redemption, and His love?" That is your call. 
 
Your call—the time and place God has you 
living in right now, the hard life that you 
may struggle with—your conduct, your 
work, is to build up, not to demolish. 
 
Jesus said to Peter, Feed my lambs; take 
care of my sheep; feed my sheep. 
 
You say, ‘But how can I serve the Lord? I’m 
not important. What I do is so common and 
of little consequence. Anyone can do what I 
do.’ But I say to you: ‘Every time you meet 
another human being you have the 
opportunity. It’s a chance at holiness. For 
you will do one of two things, then. Either 
you will build him up, or you will tear him 
down. Either you will acknowledge that he 
is, or you will make him sorry that he 
is…You will create or you will destroy…’ I 
say to you: ‘There are no useless, minor 
meetings. There are no dead-end jobs. There 
are no pointless lives. Swallow your 
sorrows, forget your grievances and all the 
hurt your poor life has sustained. Turn your 
face truly to the human before you and let 
her, let him, for one pure moment, shine. 
Value them as important. How do you say 
Hello? Or do you say Hello? How do you 
greet the strangers? Or do you greet them? 
Do you burden your customer, your client, 
your neighbor, your child, with your 
troubles? Even by attitude? Even by 
crabbiness, anger, or gloom? Or do you look 
them in the eye and grant them peace?" 
 
Jesus said, "Feed my lambs. Take care of 
my sheep. Feed my sheep." Edify, build up, 
bring my love and my new life. 
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If you’re considering your call and your 
conduct, Jesus has two final things to say to 
you today. 
 
First, He asks, "Do you love me?" He asked 
Peter that question three times: "Do you love 
me?" It wasn’t as much a quiz as it was an 
invitation. And it is Jesus’ invitation to you 
today. For your life that can be very hard, 
for your call to places that you would rather 
not go, for the challenge you face every 
moment to bring the edifying love of God 
instead of the demolition of your own 
bitterness or orneriness, Jesus invites you to 
love Him. And you know what that means. 
John said it later when he wrote to believers 
in 1 John 4, "We love because He first loved 
us" (vs.19). Jesus asks, "Do you love me?" 
and John thinks about you and says, "You 
can say Yes. You can love Jesus and love 
everything He is about. You can say Yes 
because He first loved you. You can say Yes 
because He gave His life for you. This is 
Christ making you a new creation. Just like 
He did Peter." 
 
Maturity in your walk as someone who 
follows Christ does not happen because of 
your determination or your personal 
strength. You grow only because Jesus’ 
amazing love for you. In Him is life. He lets 
you love Him. That is the course you are on.  
Your life is full of opportunities to love.  

"Follow me," Jesus said it to Peter. Of 
course. That was the answer to this 
challenging call of Jesus. Why wouldn’t he 
want to follow the Saviour who would 
provide everything He needed? 
 
"Follow me," Jesus says it to you. He’s got 
everything you need as you live out your 
call. That is the course you’re on—even as 
you are called to places you would rather not 
go. Amen. 
 
(Following the devotion above, Pastor 
Schollenberg presented the video Get 
Service from www.sermonspice.com)  The 
video depicts a typical man in a rush, 
concerned about his agenda, grumbling and 
complaining to himself about all the minor 
nuisances he has to face in a simple 
commute to work. He is so focused on 
himself that he neglects to see the needs of 
others. While he is impatiently waiting for 
his coffee a mysterious man gives him a pair 
of special glasses. When the glasses are put 
on he can see what is going on in the lives of 
the people around him. They help him to see 
what Jesus would see. He learns to look 
beyond people’s sin and see their need. Life 
is not about “getting service” but about 
“giving service”. We are called to places we 
do not want to go.) 
 

  
 

Saturday Opening Devotion – Rev. Jan Pastucha 
 

Text: 2 Tim. 2:15  
 
Do your best to present yourself to God as 
one approved, a workman who has no need 
to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of 
truth. 
 
This week we gather in a room filled with 
pastors, professors, church workers, 
volunteers and lay people who all have a 
number of different vocations. All of you are 
craftspeople at your vocations; All using 
different tools in those vocations. 
 

One of my latest passions is rebuilding a 
1929 Ford Model A into a street rod. The 
fabrication shop where it is being worked on 
allows me to use many of their tools.…I 
have had my hands on tools I’ve never seen 
before let alone used before - plasma cutters, 
metal grinders, impact guns. In my hands 
they could be pretty dangerous, but they are 
tools of the trade. My tools as a pastor are 
God’s Word and Sacrament. These are tools 
that we all use in our vocations. 
 
As I look out my hotel window on the 
seventeenth floor I can see the store where 
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my father used to work. It’s not the same 
store, but the store painting is still visible.  
 
My father worked for 35 years at a furniture 
store in Winnipeg called Wilson’s furniture. 
He was a cabinet finisher, maker. For him 
woodworking was not a job, but a vocation 
he was proud but also humble and thankful 
about. It was integrated into all he did. It 
was a job however; he swore to his sons that 
if we ever took up he would break our 
hands. So my two brothers and I had to find 
our own vocations.  
 
My father worked with special tools as well. 
He knew how to use his tools, clamps, 
lacquer sticks, burning knives, and he had a 
certain way of approaching each project. He 
even had a secret recipe for furniture polish.  
He was a craftsman. 
 
 I also know he used the tools of God’s 
Word in his vocation. How he approached 
and talked with customers, how he treated 
his fellow employees and employers. He 
was thankful to God for giving him a trade 
that allowed him to come to Canada. He 
somehow saw that God had given him these 
gifts and he used them daily to provide for 
family and a service to the community. 
 
I was fortunate enough to have summer jobs 
with him and know he used God’s Word. I 
remember how he would take a moment for 
a quiet prayer. I was aware that he obviously 
talked to others about our family and they 
were fully aware of our faith life and 
vocations. He modeled a faith filled life. 
 
I said my father often said if any of us 
followed his trade he would break our 
hands. So we had to find our own vocations. 
We did. Two of us became pastors, and one 
is an artist. What he taught us was to 
become craftsmen in our own callings and 

gifts. His example of how he approached his 
trade, his work ethic, allowed us to do the 
same thing in our vocations, to be craftsmen. 
I still use the same tools he used…the Word. 
My brother the artist has also found ways to 
include the Word of God into his art.  
 The work that all of us who are gathered 
here do is similar. My father worked in a 
shop, some of you also work in a shop, or in 
an office, or outside, or in the home, some 
work in a study. We work with the 
scriptures and texts of God in our daily 
living. Our tools are the Word of God, in our 
hands they proclaim God’s love in Christ 
and bring the word of life to His people. 
 
Paul reminds us that this is our task; the 
proclamation of the gospel. St. Paul writes a 
letter to Timothy: Paul in prison, perhaps 
nearing his death, to a younger 
pastor/colleague, who was with Paul on a 
journey, now a craftsman too. Paul writes in 
2 Tim. 2:15  
 
Do your best to present yourself to God as 
one approved, a workman who has no need 
to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of 
truth. 
 
As we gather here this week, as delegates, as 
we hear the Word of God, make decisions 
for our national church, elect leaders and 
learn, each one of you is a skilled workman 
who has no reason to be ashamed of where 
God has placed you, of your craft and 
ultimately in your capacity to handle the 
material of the faith. The Word of Truth, that 
is your guiding principle. This is a gathering 
of craftsmen – and a craftsman knows there 
is always more than one way to accomplish 
a particular thing – so do your work as 
workman approved. Through the saving 
work of Christ in his death and resurrection, 
our work is glorified and we can fulfill our 
vocations, giving glory to God. Amen! 
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Sunday Opening Devotion – Rev. Alex Klages 
 

“Give Jesus Glory— for Peace” 
 

Text:  Romans 5:1-5 
Therefore, since we have been justified by 
faith, we have peace with God. Or let us 
have peace with God. Whether you read the 
verb in Romans 5:1 as a subjunctive or as an 
indicative (the manuscript evidence could 
lean either way), the point is the same, 
ultimately. Through Jesus Christ we sinners 
are now forgiven, at peace with God. That 
peace is ours through God’s declaration of 
grace, received through faith. 
 
That peace is why we can gather as a 
convention this weekend. That peace is why 
we joined together in the Lord’s Supper on 
Thursday evening as a convention, hosted 
by Immanuel, the oldest LCC congregation 
in Winnipeg, the congregation which was 
the mother of the parish I serve in Winkler 
and Morden. That peace is why we have 
gone to various LCC congregations in the 
greater Winnipeg area this morning and 
heard and received once again the precious 
Gospel. That peace is why we wish to be a 
synod—a group of congregations and 
pastors and deacons walking together in the 
light and truth of the pure Gospel, united by 
the Scriptures and the Lutheran Confessions, 
seeking to be one in word and deed. 
 
This oneness we seek is not always as 
present as it should be. It is easy to allow 
our human opinions to get in the way of 
simply hearing God’s Word and submitting 
to what the Lord says. Our overtures and 
resolutions speak to the fact that the unity 
which Jesus desires of His Church and 
which we desire to have as Synod are not 
always present. We need these convention 
times to speak the Word to one another, both  
in-session and in our informal gatherings, to 
listen to each other, and to work through our  

differences constructively, being normed by 
the Scriptures and the Confessions, taking 
rebuke and reproof where necessary, but 
always and only with the goal of 
proclaiming the Gospel in all its truth and 
purity to our communities and to our world. 
 
For we stand as a church in and by God’s 
grace alone. Any human efforts we propose 
will falter and fail. Any stance we take 
which is not grounded in God’s Word is 
doomed to fall. But where God is working 
through His means of grace, those means by 
which we have peace with Him, the gates of 
hell cannot and will not prevail. 
 
As such, whatever may come upon our little 
band of believers—and what is the 75000 of 
LCC compared to the 6 billion people of this 
world?— we rejoice! We rejoice because 
Jesus has taken our sins upon Himself and 
given us His righteousness. We rejoice 
because the sufferings, afflictions, struggles 
and trials we face are there to produce 
endurance, character, and hope. This hope 
will never fail or disappoint because “God’s 
love has been poured into our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.” 
(Romans 5:5) 
 
Give Jesus glory, for He is the one who has 
made peace for us with God, who gives us 
His peace through His death on the cross 
and resurrection from the dead on the third 
day. Give Jesus glory, for He has sent His 
Spirit to call you by the Gospel, enlighten 
you with His gifts, sanctify and keep you in 
the one true faith. Give Jesus glory, for He is 
your hope, your peace, and your life. God 
grant you His peace this day and 
forevermore!  
Amen. 
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Monday Opening Devotion – Rev. James Fritsche 
 

“Footprints In The Sand” 
 

Text:  Matthew 25:31-46 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
One day at chapel I asked the school 
children to solve a little riddle. Let’s see 
how you do. It’s a “what am I” riddle. Here 
it is:   
 
“You take me with you wherever you go.   
Sometimes you can see me very clearly, 
while at other times you can hardly see me 
at all.   
I am always behind you — unless you turn 
around.   
I’ll never quite catch up to you.   
What am I? 
 
Do you know the answer?  It’s my 
footprints. I want you to think about your 
footprints this morning. Footprints are those 
signs you leave behind you wherever you 
go. They are the evidence that you have 
been somewhere, doing something. You 
probably don’t think about them too much.  
Sometimes they are faint and shallow, but 
other times they are strong and well-defined, 
like when you walk in the sand at a beach.  
The interesting thing is that they are always 
there, but you hardly ever think about them.  
Nevertheless, they are the evidence that you 
are up and active, alive and moving in some 
direction.   
 
If a Christian is up, alive and moving toward 
heaven, he can’t help but leave footprints in 
the sands of time. These footprints are our 
good works, left in the wake of our faith in 
Christ. Do our “footprints” precede us into 
heaven?  No. But if we have been made 
alive in Christ in Holy Baptism, trust in 
Christ and are walking toward heaven in this 
life, then the footprints of love and mercy 
and good works must surely follow. 
 
Our text for today is not about what 
Christians “do” to get to heaven, but it is 

rather about who Christians “are” in Christ.  
As we reflect on the words of our Lord this 
morning, let us consider what we Christians 
are called to be as the redeemed and 
sanctified people of Christ. 
 
The whole 25th chapter of the Gospel of St. 
Matthew is part of Jesus’ eschatological 
discourse, his discussion of the end times. It 
takes place during the week of his Passion 
following his entrance to Jerusalem on Palm 
Sunday. In the previous chapter he has 
spoken about the various signs that will 
precede his second coming. In chapter 25 
Jesus speaks of what his people are to be 
doing as they wait for his return. Three 
things are identified. In the first third of the 
chapter he tells the story of the Ten Virgins 
who are waiting for the bridegroom to come 
so they can go to the great wedding banquet.  
As we wait for the return of Christ we are to 
be vigilant, waiting with sufficient oil so that 
we may enter the banquet hall.   
 
The second third of the chapter is Jesus’ 
parable of the talents. While we wait for 
Jesus’ return we are to be faithful stewards 
of the gifts he has given us — not burying 
them, but investing them so they may grow 
and increase the kingdom of our Lord. 
 
In the final third of this chapter we have 
today’s Gospel lesson of the last judgment.  
What are Christ’s people to be doing while 
they wait for his return?  They are to be 
doing deeds of love and mercy — feeding 
the hungry, giving drink to the thirsty, 
welcoming the stranger, clothing the naked, 
caring for the sick visiting those imprisoned.  
Do they do these things in order to get into 
God’s heaven?  At first glance, it might 
appear that way from our text. After all, the 
King points to those very deeds when he 
gives them their eternal inheritance. And it 
is the lack of those deeds that he criticizes in 
those on his left who are destined for eternal 
punishment.   
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But is this what the text is really saying, that 
we receive heaven as a reward for our good 
deeds?  No, that would be contrary to the 
rest of Matthew’s Gospel and the whole 
New Testament where we are clearly told 
that it is Jesus who had earned heaven for 
us. He did this by his own righteous life 
lived for us and by his innocent suffering 
and death on the cross where he exchanged 
his innocence for our guilt and where he 
received the punishment for sin that we 
deserved.   
 
In fact, when we look closely at the text we 
learn that the gift given to the righteous is 
their “inheritance”, not their “reward”. An 
inheritance is never something we earn or 
deserve. An inheritance is our birthright, 
something we possess because we belong to 
the family. How did you and I get into the 
family of God?  How do you get to belong 
to your earthly family?  You were born into 
it. In the same way we are born into God’s 
family through our adoption in Holy 
Baptism — the water of life that cleansed us 
from all sin and gave our new inheritance as 
members of the Family of Christ. St. Paul 
describes that inheritance we now have in 
his letter to the Colossians where he prays 
that the believers will “live a life worthy of 
the Lord and please him in every way:  
bearing fruit in every good work, growing in 
the knowledge of God” and “giving thanks 
to the father, who has qualified you to share 
in the inheritance of the saints in the 
kingdom of light.”   St. Peter tells his 
readers that God has “given us new birth 
into a living hope through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an 
inheritance that can never perish, spoil or 
fade — kept in heaven for you...” 
 
What a rich inheritance we have waiting for 
us!  And on that last day, the day of 
Judgment, when we hear our Lord saying to 
us “Come, blessed of my father, take your 
inheritance”, we know that it will not be the 
result of our works, but the undeserved gift 
that is ours by God’s grace through faith in 
Christ Jesus. 
 

Now, of course, believers will do good 
works. A healthy tree bears good fruit. A 
man walking on a beach will leave clearly 
defined footprints behind him. Where does 
that fruit fall?  Where are the footprints of 
our Christian life to be found?   
 
Out there in the world is where we leave our 
footprints of love and kindness — in our 
homes and schools, in our workplace and 
community — wherever we have the 
opportunity to aide and comfort, strengthen 
and uphold, feed and nurture, clothe and 
visit. Mother or father faithfully discharging 
their duty toward their children, children and 
youth honoring and obeying their parents, 
Christian students working together with 
their teachers in the task of learning, 
Christian employees faithfully serving  their 
employers and employers tending to the 
needs of their workers, a Christian 
community preparing hampers for the poor, 
serving those with special needs, reaching 
out to the strangers among us with a friendly 
welcome, visiting the sick and grieving with 
those who grieve — foot prints everywhere,  
where the Christian life lived out faithfully 
in response to the Gospel of Christ.   
 
When I was a little boy I used to go for long 
walks with my dad. For a while I would 
walk beside him, but soon I grew tired and 
began to lag behind. When I saw his 
footprints on the soft soil of our farm, I 
started to walk in the prints he left behind.  
It wasn’t easy. His strides were long and 
mine were short. In order to keep in his 
footprints I would have to jump from one to 
the other and usually I would come down 
short of his print. I remember thinking that 
someday I would grow up and then I would 
be able to match those footprints he left 
behind.   
 
Jesus has called us to follow him — to 
follow in his steps. As sinners we know very 
well how difficult it is for us to do that. He 
was merciful and kind. We are short-
tempered and irritable. He fed the hungry 
and gave living water to those who were 
thirsty. We are self-centered and suspicious 
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of others. And yet our Saviour continues to 
forgive our sins and day by day the Holy 
Spirit is growing us into the measure of 
Christ. One day we will be able to match our 
Lord’s own steps but, to tell the truth, we 
probably won’t even be aware of it when it 
happens. For on that day we will ask him:   
“When did we do that, Lord?”  “When did 
we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty 
and give you something to drink?  When did  

we see you a stranger and invite you in, or 
needing clothes and clothe you?  When did 
we see you sick or in prison and go to visit 
you?”  And he will tell us that we’ve been 
doing it all along — as we lived out our 
calling as his own dear children, empowered 
by His Word and Sacrament. His Calling ... 
Our Praise. . . Giving God Glory every day.  
In the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. Amen.   

 
 

 

Closing Devotion – Rev. Jan Pastucha 
 

 
Text:  Joshua 24:15 
But if serving the LORD seems undesirable 
to you, then choose for yourselves this day 
whom you will serve, whether the gods your 
forefathers served beyond the River, or the 
gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are 
living. But as for me and my household, we 
will serve the LORD. 
 
I love NASCAR racing. If Pres. Kieschnick 
is still here I want to let him know that if he 
has any connections and can score me some 
tickets to Daytona, or to a race in Charlotte, 
or Bristol…it would be much appreciated. 
 
A year and a half ago I gave a devotion to 
some church leaders at an LCC planning 
conference. They too learned of my passion 
for NASCAR and I proudly displayed my 
loyalties by wearing a jacket of my favorite 
NASACAR driver. Well…that passion has 
rubbed off onto the rest of my family and to 
prove it I have brought with me today not 
only my jacket, but my 12 year old 
daughter’s, my 10 year old daughter’s and 
yes, even my wife’s jackets. 
 
 My family has been assimilated, taken in, 
absorbed and integrated into my passion 
most likely because they see how much I 
enjoy the sport and they know it makes me 
happy, so they support me this way. We 
have favorite drivers, jackets, hats. We have 
each picked a few drivers to watch and have  
placed bets by buying the winner a slurpee 
when the Daytona 500 hits in February. 

Now you may say NASCAR racing is not a 
sport…and you are right…in our house we 
joke and say it is a way of life. Again, you 
may say what is so exciting about watching 
cars turn left for 3 hours. Well you try that 
for 3-4 hours in bumper to bumper traffic 
with 42 other cars at speeds ranging from 
140km to 320km on any given track. 
 
My favorite driver is Jimmie Johnson. He is 
a two time championship winner. NASCAR 
is a multi-million dollar sport, and Sponsors 
pay big bucks to have a billboard painted on 
a car traveling 140-320 km an hour for 3-4 
hours (why they don’t pay me these millions 
for walking around wearing their 
sponsorship…I don’t know…Instead they 
make me pay! Go figure??) Jimmie 
Johnson’s sponsor is LOWE’S  
 
LOWE’S also has its name on one of the 
speedways in Charlotte NC. In the last 8 
races there Jimmie Johnson has won 5 and 
in the other 3 he placed 2nd, 3rd and 2nd – so 
rightly so they call it “Jimmie’s House.” He 
says this is “My House!” 
 
So What is Your House? 
 
Is it the College? Is it the Seminary? Is it the 
District? Is it the Synod? Is it the Mission 
field? Is it the office, the shop, the factory, 
your semi truck, your home where you raise 
your kids? 
 
We’d really like to think so – but all of this 
has been given to God’s people as His gift to 
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the church – These are places God places us 
to serve Him. In God’s house (the church) 
He equips, strengthens and leads us to places 
of where we work, play, study, and rest. In 
God’s house His Word strengthens you and 
me so that we would know His love and 
hear of His grace and mercy, to live lives in 
service to him now. 
 
So when you leave here today – you will go 
back to your house – and what will you and 
your household do? You will say like Joshua 
As for me and my household we will service 
the Lord. 
 
You know what you have to do; you may 
even think you know how. Anyway you 
look at it – you will serve the Lord! By 
joyfully going to your callings as God’s 
dearly loved children, knowing He has 
placed you where you need to be so that in 
your vocations and callings glory to Him is 
given. It may be preparing students for 
ministry, by proclaiming to and educating 
students, by strengthening and supporting 
pastors, it may be as God’s servant leading 
this church body and churches; it may be in 
pushing buttons, sitting behind a desk, 
working on construction. Wherever God has 
placed you know He uses you. As you work 
faithfully at your vocations you also serve 
the Lord who is good, who by His Son died 
for the church, bringing us into the kingdom. 
We see him in everything as St. Paul says  
Whether you eat or drink, whatever you do, 
do all to the glory of God 1Cor. 10:31. 
 

God is working in and through us whether 
we are working with a word processor, a 
farm combine, a plasma cutter or a wrench. 
Why? Because we are his workmanship. For 
by grace you have been saved through faith; 
and this is not your own doing, it is the gift 
of God not because of works lest any  man 
should boast. For we are His workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared beforehand, that we 
should walk in them Eph. 2:8-10. 
 
The Master Workman has produced a new 
creation; His beautiful workmanship 
fashioned through Jesus Christ is you! You 
are not a mass produced product, but a 
singular creation brought to life by the blood 
of Jesus Christ and the working of the Holy 
Spirit. You are not a nameless and bland 
object, but a new person named by God and 
carrying His name from Holy Baptism 
onward.  
 
Our vocation is a reflection of who and 
whose we are though Jesus Christ. Our daily 
work is God’s work in us for we are His 
workmanship, created for good works. Our 
daily works is part of our walk with God. It 
is our prayer, praise and giving thanks to 
God for now we always see God as the end 
result. With the gifts, talents knowledge and 
abilities God has given us it is our privilege 
to offer praise to give Him glory in all that 
we do.   
 
Celebrate that, revel in it, cheer in it, rejoice 
in it – it is good to serve the Lord. Amen.
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Response to the Presidential Election 
Rev. Robert Bugbee 

 
 

There are so many things one could say at a 
moment like this that it’s difficult to know the 
best place to begin. First of all, let me convey to 
you how heartwarming it is … and also a little 
frightening … to receive the confidence of the 
voting delegates to this convention. I did not 
hope for this office. I did not take the initiative 
to encourage anyone to submit my name. God 
Himself can testify how taken aback I was to 
read the report of the number of nominations I 
had received from across the country. I have also 
prayed to Him on a daily basis for many, many 
weeks that He should block my way and move 
our people to choose somebody else if that was 
His will for our Synod. As far as I am personally 
aware, this election was not marked by the sort 
of partisan politics which advances one 
candidate by discrediting another, something 
that has become commonplace in many churches 
these days, including some who are very dear to 
us. That fact fills me with gratitude to the Lord 
and sanctified pride in the people of Lutheran 
Church–Canada. It also makes your decision all 
the more compelling. For these reasons I now 
embrace this outcome as God’s answer to my 
prayers and the prayers of other people, and I 
accept the election with which you have 
honoured me. 
 
Long ago, my godly teachers at Concordia 
Seminary in St. Louis trained me to be a pastor 
and a preacher. I expected that kind of ministry 
to take up the working energies of my life. I’ve 
got a bit of a problem now, because I still feel 
like that young Swedish clergyman described in 
Bo Giertz’s book, The Hammer of God, who 
asked his superior one day, “Sir, can there be 
anything greater than to be a pastor in God’s 
church?”  I already feel a certain grief in having 
to bid farewell to that part of my life, and there 
will be special pain later this summer in saying 
goodbye to the people of Holy Cross Lutheran 
Church in Kitchener, whom I have served for 
more than fourteen years. I would imagine that 
you, President Mayan, and all the brothers on 
the Council of Presidents felt this same grief 
yourselves when you passed this threshold, and 

it will be a comforting thing to hear how the 
great Lord of the Church brought you through it. 
 
For whatever else you may be able to say about 
your new President, it will become clear in short 
order that he’s facing a steep learning curve.  
Trying to link my name with concepts like 
“CEO” is going to be like trying to mix 
grapefruit juice with motor oil, at least for a 
time. The patience and kindness of our people in 
Synod’s office, in all the District 
administrations, in our treasured seminaries and 
university college, and in local congregations 
and parsonages is a gift I will need badly. And I 
plead with you to beg God’s help for this new 
work of mine in your prayers time and time 
again. 
 
Our Lutheran Church–Canada is a small family, 
comparatively speaking. In His wisdom God 
decided to give us our home in a land that is 
almost unbelievably vast. In addition, our task is 
huge because the Canadian people are growing 
more secularized, it seems, with each passing 
year. In many ways, we face a disturbing 
landscape where many Christian groups seem 
determined to let go of the apostolic Good News 
and of the Holy Scriptures as the source and 
norm of Christian teaching. And let’s face it. At 
times our own willingness to affirm that Gospel 
and those Scriptures without immersing 
ourselves in them, our own slowness and half-
heartedness in many things, have hampered our 
way as much as any resistance we ever felt from 
the outside. 
 
Jesus’ own promise, recorded by St. John to the 
church at Philadelphia, is desperately needed by 
you and me, by all our pastors and people:  “I 
have placed before you an open door that no one 
can shut. I know that you have little strength, yet 
you have kept My word and have not denied My 
name” (Revelation 3:8). The Philadelphia 
Christians didn’t get to live in a world any more 
welcoming than ours. They likely were not the 
big movers and shakers of their society any 
more than we are in 21st century Canada. But 
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where churches have and love the Good News of 
Jesus Christ, as we have it and have come to 
love it; where churches live among men and 
women who need God’s Son and the rescue He 
brings; in other words, before churches like ours, 
God has surely set an open door nobody can 
shut. May He forgive us all those days when we 
wouldn’t walk through some wide open portal 
He set before us! May He give us a heart 
something like His own great caring heart, 
which beats with concern for people literally 
dying to have His compassion. May He shape 
everything we say and do with a love for His 
Christ and the Scriptures which testify of Him.  
May He fill us with deep gratitude at having a 
place in this family we call the Lutheran 
Church–Canada, so that we to try spread around 
in our congregations, among our pastors, 
deacons and other workers, the kind of love that 
makes the burdens of this time more bearable 
and refreshes our spirits in the service of Jesus. 
 
“I know you have little strength, yet you have 
kept My Word and have not denied My Name.”  
“I know,” He says. That’s where the comfort 

comes from. It all comes from this One Who 
tells you and me, “I know.” I know your limits, 
your falls and failures. I know how the faithless 
world distorts much of what you say and labels 
your attitudes in a way that’s hurtful. But I also 
know the blood-bought love I poured into you 
long ago on Skull Hill, where I laid down my 
life for the redemption of the fallen human race.  
I know the gifts and graces you have, even 
though you often do not see them. I know you 
have a great capacity to show love and to speak 
the Good News into thirsting hearts. I know 
every bit of your story. And because I know, you 
have what you need. 
 
Dear friends in this room and throughout the 
Synod, I will be leaning very hard on that 
promise as I take up the work you have asked 
me to do. I need you to lean hard that way, too.  
To the glory of Christ, and for the eternal well-
being of many people, I hope that whatever 
years we work together in this way will turn out 
to be rich time well spent. God bless you, one 
and all. 
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GREETINGS 
 

Dr. Viktor Gräfenstein, Bishop 
The Synod of Evangelical Lutheran Churches of Ukraine 

 
 
Dear delegates, President Mayan, honoured 
guests, brothers and sisters in Christ: 

It’s a great joy and honour for me to take 
part in the 8th Convention of the Lutheran 
Church–Canada representing our Synod of 
Evangelical Lutheran Churches in Ukraine 
(SELCU). This is the first time our church is 
among the international guests, and so I 
would like to introduce you briefly to our 
work in Ukraine. 
 
Our Synod was founded January 5, 1996. It 
began with 40 participants. This group was 
organized by our Odessa congregation. To 
be sure, things didn’t all happen in a day.  
After four years I terminated my earlier 
work as District President of the “German 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Ukraine” 
(DELKU) by resigning from office. I took 
this action because I opposed the ordination 
of women as well as general ecumenical 
direction of this church. As a result, DELKU 
was unwilling even to entrust me with a 
pastorate, and so we decided to found a new 
congregation. This congregation sought to 
be a spiritual home for everyone, quite 
regardless of ethnic origin. Thus, a 
significant contingent left the German 
Lutheran congregation in Odessa, since they 
didn’t feel at home there. Most of those who 
ended up organizing our Odessa 
congregation were not German. 
 
We saw ourselves as a mission congregation 
from the very start. Since that time, through 
the spread of the Gospel, 13 congregations 
have been founded in southern Ukraine in a 
period of 12 years. Calls for help and 
requests for spiritual support came also from 
other communities, but we were often 
unable to assist, primarily due to a shortage 
of pastors. 

 

 

Without the help of brothers and sisters our 
work would not have gotten off the ground.  
The Lord was gracious, and we received 
assistance from a number of places. The 
Nordisk Ostmission, based in Sweden, was 
strongly supportive and made it possible for 
us to distribute humanitarian aid of many 
kinds to needy people. Various groups from 
Germany assisted us in the spread of the 
Gospel. Most of all, we are thankful to LCC. 

 
In Proverbs 22:6, Solomon declares, “Train 
a child in the way he should go, and when 
he is old he will not turn from it.”  LCC’s 
help means as much to us as a mother’s 
concern for her child. We are still being 
trained in many areas, but always with the 
goal of growing and becoming self-
sufficient. 
 
One sign of this relationship is the education 
of one of our young theologians, Oleg 
Schewtschenko. LCC has made it possible 
for him to continue his studies at Concordia 
Seminary in St. Catharines with the goal that 
he one day will work in the training of our 
future pastors. It is a special honour for me 
to introduce this brother to your convention. 
I should like to name three specific areas in 
which we benefit from your help: 
 
1. Pastoral Training 
Through the involvement of the Edmonton 
Seminary and particularly its emeritus 
professor, Dr. Norman Threinen, we were 
able to establish theological training in our 
country. This helped us to reach a three-fold 
objective: 
A. A common theological direction, 

consciously rooted in Holy Scripture 
and the Lutheran confessional 
writings; 

B. 13 pastors, who are now active in 
various parts of our church 
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following the completion of their 
studies; 

C. The ability to retain our autonomy 
even though we learned a great deal 
and even re-thought many previous 
ideas. 

 
2. Seminary Building 
Primarily through the help of LCC we were 
able to realize a long-held dream, the 
construction of a new seminary at Usatovo, 
a suburb of Odessa. Since our church was 
formally recognized by the government of 
Ukraine as a registered religious 
organization in November 2007, we are now 
able to apply for official recognition of our 
theological training program. This is a vital 
step for the further development of our 
church. 

In connection with this I should point out 
that the seminary building will be used for 
various phases of our church’s work. The 
basement level includes storage facilities for 
humanitarian aid distributed not only to 
individuals, but also to hospitals and 
orphanages. A Mission Centre and office 
space for our synodical administration will 
find a permanent home here, too. Another 
project is our work with the disabled. We 
seek to offer them a means to become more 
independent. Among other things, we hope 
to offer computer training free of charge for 
the disabled so that they can one day earn a 
living independently. 
 
3. Programs for Children and Youth 
We also thank LCC for the funding it 
provided to enable us to conduct summer 
camps for children from our congregations.  

Young people came each year as volunteers 
from Canada who devoted themselves to 
children in their own localities. Through this 
effort hundreds of children heard of Jesus 
Christ, and some former unbelievers came to 
faith in Him. In more recent times we 
benefited a great deal from the work of two 
Canadian young adults, Mr. James Triskle of 
Medicine Hat, Alberta, and Miss Claire 
Ansell, of London, Ontario. 
 
Your President Emeritus, Dr. Edwin 
Lehman, should be recognized for opening 
the door to a relationship between our 
SELCU and LCC. This relationship really 
sprang to life through your missionaries, 
Pastors Roland Syens and Keith Haberstock, 
and these ties have endured to this day. 
 
Others also gave so much of themselves for 
our sake, men like Dr. Leonard Harms and 
Pastor Albert Schmidt. In addition, 
contributions were made to our theological 
training and other areas by President Ralph 
Mayan, Dr. Edward Kettner, Pastor Bugbee, 
as well as by others. 
 
For all of this and so much more we thank 
the Lord … and you … for the close 
connections between our synod and LCC. I 
personally view this visit to Canada as a 
special blessing, as well as an opportunity to 
consult with your synodical leadership and 
to learn how our ties can become even 
deeper in the future. We also look forward 
to the day when we also may make some 
contribution to our treasured brothers and 
sisters in Lutheran Church—Canada. Thank 
you. 
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Pastor Claudio Rivas Ballestero, Vice-president 
Iglesia Luterana Sínodo de Nicaragua 

 
The blessing of God Almighty: Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
First I would like to express my immense 
gratitude to our gracious and loving God, 
and to all of you who are members of our 
sister Church, Lutheran Church–Canada. On 
behalf of the Lutheran Church Synod of 
Nicaragua and its President Pastor Luis Diaz 
Turcios I want to thank you for the many 
and countless blessings we have received 
and for your generosity and love shown to 
your brothers and sisters in Nicaragua. 
 
After receiving an invitation from a group of 
people of the city of Chinandega, Lutheran 
Church–Canada sent to Nicaragua a 
missionary to proclaim the Gospel of 
salvation of our Lord Jesus Christ. Our 
brother, Rev. Sándor Argüello through the 
Christian Mission in Nicaragua began his 
work in a small community called Sta. 
Patricia. Ten years later this fruitful LCC 
mission, with the help of God and the 
guidance of Holy Spirit has greatly 
developed to allow us to create our own 
church body, the Lutheran Church Synod of 
Nicaragua. 
 
The LCC Christian Mission in Nicaragua 
played a major task for the growth and 
strengthening of this new church. Through 
the mission and with the participation of 
Concordia Lutheran Theological Seminary 
(CLTS) we had the opportunity to train 
twenty one men for the Pastoral Ministry 
and thirty two Deaconesses who are serving 
our twenty three congregations, three 
mission stations inside the country and two 
international missions located one in Costa 
Rica and the other in Honduras. We give 
thanks to our God for CLTS and all those 
teachers who have come from Canada to 
share their love and wisdom with all our 
theological students in Nicaragua. 
 
To our mother Lutheran Church–Canada we 
ask to continue assisting us through its 

Christian Mission in Nicaragua that we may 
continue united for the sake of the 
proclamation of the Gospel. We have been 
taught very well to walk in the Truth. For 
this we are more than thankful. We hope and 
pray that you will continue assisting us and 
keeping us with care and love as you have 
done it during these years. As we grow and 
take our own tasks we ask you to be close to 
us to nurture us as a mother loves and takes 
care of her children even when they are 
growing into maturity. 
 
On this historical day, a day of joy on earth 
as in heaven; we give God honor and glory. 
Today LCC and ILSN establish a formal 
fellowship between our two church bodies. 
We acknowledge with gratitude that this 
fraternity has its root and is based mainly 
upon our common belief in Holy Scriptures 
and our Lutheran Confessions. This 
common foundation provides us with a 
strong union both in faith and doctrine as we 
confess together and accept the Old and 
New Testaments, the three ecumenical 
creeds (Apostles, Nicene and Athanasian) 
and all the Confessional books of our 
Lutheran Church contained in the Book of 
Concord. 
 
We appreciate greatly the leadership of 
President Ralph Mayan, with love and 
wisdom he has led us during these years of 
mission and especially we thank him for 
putting so much effort during the process of 
formation of our new synod.  
 
We thank our brother Dr. Leonard Harms, 
with his love and encouragement he gave us 
the strength to fulfill many of our dreams. 
We thank Reverend Sandor Arguello for all 
these years of hard mission work, and the 
great support he gave us in our time of need. 
We give thanks to all our brothers and 
sisters from the different auxiliary 
organizations that have assisted us during 
this long walk. We reaffirm our commitment 
before God and before you my friends to 
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continue faithfully proclaiming the true 
Gospel with love, discipline and dedication. 
We commit ourselves to always keep in our 
midst our sound Christian Doctrines as we 
have received them from the Lutheran 
Church–Canada. 
 

May our gracious and merciful God bless us 
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
as we walk and work together for the sake of 
His Holy Gospel. 
 
 

 
Dr. Gerald Kieschnick, President 

Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod 
 

 
President Mayan, President Emeritus 
Lehman, President-elect Bugbee, dear 
friends in Christ, it is my privilege to bring 
you greetings today on behalf of the 2.4 
million members of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod. We are thankful for the 
partnership we share in the Gospel and for 
the Confessional unity that unites us as 
Lutheran brothers and sisters in Christ.    
 
President Mayan, I bring a special word of 
appreciation for you today, not only for the 
faithful guidance you have provided the 
Lutheran Church–Canada as its president 
these past 12 years, but also for your eight 
year tenure as chairman of the International 
Lutheran Council. We are grateful for your 
leadership among Confessional Lutherans 
worldwide. Your dedication and 
churchmanship have impacted many. 
Among those whose lives have been 
affected are the ones who heard the Gospel 
of Christ Jesus because of your Spirit-guided 
influence and who will now spend eternity 
with their Father in heaven. Thank you, 
President Mayan, for being a faithful 
ambassador of reconciliation for Jesus 
Christ! And thank you, Linda, for your 
patience, love, and faithful partnership with 
Ralph during your many years of service 
together to our Lord and to His church. My 
wife, Terry, sends her love and personal 
greetings to you, our dear sister in Christ. 
 
While my time with you is brief, I believe it 
is important to share with you some of 
what’s happening in The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod. We continue to focus on 
our Synod’s vision of One Mission—to 

reach lost people for Christ; One Message—
that Jesus alone is Saviour of the world; and 
One People—forgiven and united by God’s 
love in Christ. The Ablaze! endeavor to 
reach with the Gospel 50 million people in 
the U.S. and 50 million people in other parts 
of the world by the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation in 2017 continues to develop as 
the long-term movement it is designed to be.  
 
Specific objectives and strategies include 
starting 2,000 new LCMS missions in the 
U.S., revitalizing 2,000 existing LCMS 
congregations, increasing by 50% the 
number of career missionaries in foreign 
countries, and increasing support for our 30 
partner churches throughout the world. 
 
Our 10 colleges and universities and 2 
seminaries continue to work diligently, in 
some cases with significant financial 
challenges, in helping prepare ordained, 
commissioned, and lay leaders for our 
congregations who are faithful, humble, 
bold, and courageous. Our Synod faces the 
challenge of shifting its focus from that of 
primarily being an orthodox, confessional, 
evangelical, Lutheran Christian church body 
defining itself over against heterodox 
Christian church bodies to that of being an 
orthodox, confessional, evangelical, 
Lutheran Christian church body determining 
how best to reach people who are indifferent 
or even hostile to the Christian faith in a 
post-Christian era in a country that in many 
ways is in danger of losing its moral 
compass. We must continue to speak and 
work to preserve and strengthen the values 
we hold near and dear, the values espoused 
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by our grandfathers and grandmothers, 
especially the sanctity of life, the blessing of 
marriage between one man and one woman, 
and the God-designed creation of and 
distinction between male and female. We 
must speak and work, in a godly manner, 
against abortion, unscriptural divorce, 
homosexual behavior, and any other 
denigration of God’s holy and perfect will 
for mankind.  
 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod is of 
one mind on these and on the overwhelming 
majority of other matters of faith and of life. 
While continuing to work on areas of 
disagreement that remain in our midst, our 
Synod is blessed with a remarkable degree 
of theological and doctrinal unity. We 
simply are not arguing about matters that 
divide greatly other parts of the Body of 
Christ. We are of one accord with important 
matters such as the inspiration and inerrancy 
of Holy Scripture, the doctrines of creation 
and redemption, justification and 
sanctification, the miracles, deity, virgin 
birth, atoning sacrifice, and resurrection of 
Christ, and other basic, fundamental 
doctrines of the church.  
 
We continue to address our differences on 
such matters as admission to the Lord’s 
Supper, the role of women in the church, 
faithful expressions of Christian worship, 
and inter-Christian relationships. 
Nevertheless, we thank God for the oneness 
in Christ and the theological solidarity that, 
with very few exceptions, we enjoy in The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. 
 
President-elect Bugbee, we in the LCMS 
look forward to working with you in the 
future as we continue in our God-given 
mission of seeking the lost for Christ. It is 
our sincere prayer that we will mutually 
encourage one another to continue to 
proclaim the truth of salvation by grace 
through faith in Jesus Christ our Lord and to 

do the good works our Lord has prepared for 
us to do for the sake of His kingdom. May 
the Holy Spirit bless your leadership as 
president so that many will “be saved and 
come to the knowledge of the truth” as the 
pure Gospel is proclaimed and the 
Sacraments are administered rightly to the 
glory of God. 
 
This is all in accord with the Word of God 
and in harmony with your convention 
theme, “Give Jesus Glory.” Paul wrote in 2 
Corinthians: “We know that the one who 
raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will 
also raise us with Jesus and present us with 
you in his presence. All this is for your 
benefit, so that the grace that is reaching 
more and more people may cause 
thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of 
God.” 2 Corinthians 4:13-15 (NIV)  
 
May the grace of God flow and even 
overflow freely and abundantly across all of 
North America as the Holy Spirit empowers 
a bold Gospel witness throughout the land 
and employs the resources of the LCC and 
the LCMS to storm the gates of hell with the 
life-changing and life-saving message of 
Jesus Christ. Embracing the prayer Jesus 
prayed for us, "Father, I want those you 
have given me to be with me where I am, 
and to see my glory,” (John 17:24, NIV), we 
desire to stand and to strive side-by-side 
with you for the faith of the Gospel so that 
the world will be set ablaze with the Gospel 
and so that many will see the glory of Jesus. 
  
To that end, may the Lord Jesus, who was 
glorified by the Father and who is worthy of 
all glory, honor and praise, be with you, 
granting His grace to you and to those with 
whom you share the hope of Christ. 
 
Thank you for this time to address you 
today. The peace of the Lord be with you 
all. 
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Rev. Dr. Ed Lehman 
President Emeritus of Lutheran Church–Canada 
 

President Mayan, brothers and sisters in 
Christ 
 
Thank you for this opportunity, which is 
both a privilege and an honor, to bring a 
word of greeting from one who (to 
paraphrase scripture) “being old, yet 
speaketh.” 
 
Several times since we arrived here 
yesterday, we have been reminded that this 
is an historic convention in which we not 
only mark 20 years since our founding, but 
also mark the election of our synod’s third 
president. In his president’s report this 
morning, Dr. Mayan expressed that sense of 
history far more eloquently and passionately 
than I could ever have done, so I will not 
attempt to remind you of all the ways in 
which God has both challenged and blessed 
us in the intervening years. 
 
I would, however, want to remind you, Dr. 
Mayan, that when you were first elected, 
you were the “wrong” president. No, God 
did not make a mistake, but you did. When 
you were nominated, you had assured your 
family that there was no chance you would 
be elected. And when you returned home to 
your family, your son Jonathan immediately 
confronted you with, “Dad, you said there 
was no chance you would be elected. How 
could you have been so wrong?”  So, you 
see, you were the “wrong” president. 
 
But, of course, you were the right president. 
God used the gifts he had already nurtured 
within you, and allowed new gifts to 
flourish. You have served our synod with 
unrelenting zeal, faithfulness to our 
confession, and a missional view of how 
God’s kingdom comes to this world and to 
each one of us.  
 
Twenty years after it all began, Lutheran 
Church–Canada has trained most of its own 
pastors (in fact, a majority of clergy 
delegates at this convention are graduates of 

our two seminaries.) It has been presented 
with doors of opportunity that continue to 
surprise and amaze us, all the while 
remaining faithful in confessing and 
proclaiming God’s truth.  
 
In the early years of our existence, I was 
often asked the question, “how are things 
going in Lutheran Church–Canada?”  My 
usual answer was, “not as well as they 
should be but better than we deserve.”  That 
answer often evoked a chuckle, as though I 
was giving a flippant response. But it’s an 
accurate description of our lives as God’s 
people. We are never as good as we should 
be, but we are blessed far beyond anything 
that we deserve. Too often, we see the 
church’s deficiencies – and they are real.  
But we are God’s people, and He both calls 
and equips us for His service. And that is 
why, in spite of our deficiencies, we can 
give Jesus the Glory.  
 
I heartily congratulate president-elect Pastor 
Bob Bugbee. You may well think that you 
have big shoes to fill, but you needn’t worry 
about that, for God has already fitted you 
with your own, and He will train them to 
take the steps that He will set out for you.   
And if some people by mistake call you, 
“Mayan,” don’t let it bother you. Take it as a 
compliment. If they call you “Lehman,” take 
their pulse! 
 
At the time of Lutheran Church–Canada’s 
founding, at the installation of President 
Mayan, when we sent out our first overseas 
missionaries, and on many other occasions 
between and since, we often used a prayer 
which I believe is appropriate once again. It 
goes like this: “Lord, you have called your 
servants to ventures of which we cannot see 
the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, 
through perils unknown. Grant us grace to 
go forth with good courage, not knowing 
where we go, but only that your hand is 
leading us, and your love supporting us, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.” 
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That is my prayer for you, Dr. Mayan as you 
await God’s new directions for your life, for 
you Pastor Bugbee as you prepare to take up 
the mantle that is passed on to you, and for 
our dear synod, as it enters a new chapter – a 

new chapter of HIS story, which God has 
already planned and written.    
     
God bless you all!  Thank you! 

 




