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FOREWORD

The official Frocesdings of the Ninth Synodical
Convention of Lutheran Church—Canada arc
provided as the official record of the dectsions,
elections and activities of the Convention. 1
encourage all members of Synod who receive
these Proceedings to make them available o the
members of their respective congrepations and
others so that the information may reach as many
as possible regarding the dhenlogical positions of
the Synod and the directions when for future
mimistry of the Synod,

The theme of the Ninth Convention of Lutheran
Church—Canada was fir Your Light, we see
Lighe (Psalm 36:9). The Synod met in
convention June 3-6, 2011 in Hamilion, Ontario.
Rev, Dr. Michael Semimler, president of The
Lutheran Church of Australia, delivered the
convention essay in three parts centred on the
theme verse. We thark Fresident Seminler for
his timely essay. Rev, James Schoarr, convention
chaplain, opened and closed each scssion with

prayer,

The convention met on Friday, June 3 before the
Opening Divine Service to instruct and weleotme
delegates, This seemed to work well since the
convention could then begin in carnest on
Satorday. Three new congregations were
welcomed into Lutheran Church—Canada in the
carly session. Rev. Dr. Robert Bugbee was
elecied to his second term as president by
acclamation. New vice-presidents were elected
from the East and Central Districts, The
convention was privileged to have both Rev. Nir,
Edwin Lehman snd Rev. Dr. Raiph Mavan,
presidents emeritus address the assembly.

As the reader will note there were several
important resolutions acicd upon during the

cenvention. The convention affirmed the work of

LCC’s serminuries und Beard of Directors in
formulating a Memorandum of Understanding o
bring about cost efficicnt, sustainable seminary
education. This action is the resull of 4 report

fiom the Task Force on Cost-Efficient and
Sustainable Sermnary Education..

The secretary would tke this opportunity to
thank the members of the conventian statt who
g0 ably assisted in his duties. Iris Barta, Cheryll
Matthes, Hlene Fortin, and Marjorie Wilde put
together the minutes for 2ach business session.
Rev. Bill Ney vnee again served as assislant to
the secretary. He took notes when the secretary
wag catching up, and corrected several errors.
Those who have prepared these Proceedings are
ilso to be commemded for their prompt work,

A | end my term as secretary of both the Board
of Directors and the Synod T thank the members
of the board for their kind patience with me. As
Lutheran Chureh—Canatla goes forward may the
blessing of Almighty God rest upon all those
who were elected lo oflices, boards, and
cormmissions of the Synod. May He guide us i
carrying oot those decisions that have been
adopted and see their completion.

Enowing that, as President Semumler reminded
ns, God i the one who beging all things, and that
it is vnly in His Light that we can see Light, we
pray that our Triune God, Father, Son, and Hoby
Spirit may continue to strengthen Lulheran
Church—Canada with Word and Sacrament so
that we continue to see Light only in His Light.

Tt is only as a scripnwral, confessional church
body that Lutheran Church—Canada can proclaim
that *Jesus Christ is Lord™ to the glory of God.

In His Service,

LA,

Rev. Dennis J. Putzman
Seeretary
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RET'ORT OF THE PRESIDENT

(Video of this address is available at www lecvideo.net)

1 hope you found time to read Fart 1 of the
President’s Report on Pages B.1-E.7 of the
Convention Workbonk which was sent vat in March.
I shall noi rebearse all the details of that section. Tt
includes a survey of my activities and the major
conceaitations of the Synod™s work. At this moment
[ 'would like to speak to you as the chief pastor of our
church, in the hope that God may work through my
stumbling efforts o give all of us a good dose of the
mind of Christ as we set about our tasks today.

T.ast year at this time | accepted an invitation from
the Prime Minister of Canada to atterud a state dinmer
for 1Ter Majesty Gmeen Elizabeth at the Royal Yark
Hotel in downtown Toronto in July, 1o may well have
been both the ficst and last time 1 will ever attend 2
gathenng quite like that. The Prime Minister's
Otffice pravides meticnlous instructions on how to
dress, how o arrive, how to greet the Queen and
Prince Philip, how o answer if spoken to, and all the
rest. There is an appropriate way 10 behave in the
presence of the Queen of Canada. There are also
ways completely inappropriaie. You and | who live
our lives “down in (he trenches,” so to speak, won't
kngw how to function in those circies if someone
doesn’t guide us. So, thank God for the “erash
course”™ you get from Ottaws before you pu to huve
dinner with the Queen!

You are involved in an encountet far more rigourous
than the royal dinner [ experienced last summer. You
are called to be confessors of Jesus Christ in these
bewlidering years of the 21¥ century. How do we go
about that calling? What things matter so much that
we must not compromise them? On the other hand,
what matters may be comfuriabls for us, but still are
secondary and ¢ould be cast aside? How can we he
strong encugh 5o as to remain faithful 1o the Lord in
the face of the tnugh resistance we all feel to the
Gospel in 4 country such as Canada is today? Atthe
same time, how do you show that strength with
enaugh love and paticne: so people will understand
that Christ's message is truly oo Mews, sincerely
meant to cheer and help them? How can you set
priorities for the life of the church these days, since
people cvet within a single local congregation can
make vou dizzy with al! their upinions—and
sometimes their pressuring—about what the church
ought to be doing? How do you help Christian
parents guide their children in a way that will not just
get them through te confirmation day so they receive

a picture and a cedtificate, but in & way that will help
them sink deep roots into Christ for as long as they
live? How should we cultivate a strong respect for
pastors so they are not treated merely as employees
whoim eongregations are free (o e and fire at will,
and yet maintain that respected ministry without
trampling on lay people as though they have nothing
to do but keep still and obay?

In the end, it didn't lake oo much tutoring to Fet me
ready for dinner with the Quecn. Read the guidelines
from Orttawa, pet the suit pressed, shine the shoes,
pop a breath mint or two; it was fairly simple, really,
Confessing Christ faith{ully in owr time and place 15
different. ) will take an unending infusion of
concentration, sclf-discipline and discernment. The
Lord will need to torm in us the mind of Christ.
Arming yoursell with a supply of religious facts so
thal you ¢an win an argument won’t dn it. Mouthing
a few appealing slozans will never penetrate, nol over
the lang haul, no mater how eute or tear-jerking they
may be. The Lord will need to form in you the mind
of Christ. Nething less will meet the challenpe.

I am not engaging in {lattery when [ say how relieved
1 am thit our agenda is distinctly different from that
of liberal mainline Protestantism in Canada. In fur
100 many chureh circles, the Biblical Gospel is
simply no longer clear. Tt has heen replaced by
widespread general talk about things like
“nclusivity™ or “acceprance,” terms that may sound
appealing at first blush because they have a hint of
legitimacy to them, but which are not filled with
Scripmral content from front to back. As a vesult,
almost everything else is falling apart. Task God to
keep all of us from becoming srmug or triumphalistic
about this situation. The decay of histonic
Chrigtianity in this country 1s a matter for profound
sorrow, Al the same time, it is liberatitg 10 Know
that the divine message of sin and grace in Christ
Jesus, the Lord's uncompromising cal! w cepentance
and the preaching of the forgivensss of sins are still
what this crumbling world is yearning to hcar. Thank
God above! They ars also the heart of what we huve
ity the New Testament and in our Lutheran
confessional writings,

Our central challenge is not to ask, “What is truth?”
in the sareastic way Pontius Pilate did, as though we
don't know and have to wonder where it is found.
Our predicament is that we, in far too many cases, do



not irnmerse ourselves in the wuth the Lord has
already clearly revealed, do not daily read and siudy
it, often do not sweat over il W grapple with how best
to turn it loass in concrete ways Lo our congregations
and personal lives. We frequently agree with find’s
truth in the Sunday service but may be tempted w
return it to a storage shelf when we gel back home,
Nor 1s iz only a problem with lapsed members or
those dwelling on the fringe of many congreganons.
Even amonyg folks with very consistent records of
worship attendance and service in local panishes, the
Scrptures—{ar wo oflen—have remained a closed,
unused book. I am persuaded that this is really the
heart of out primary weaknesses, Thase weaknesses
inclode an inability to recognize the false claims of
the [ithless world for what they are so that we can
respond to them in an eftective way. It cxplains why
many active chureh people don’t seem to care much
ahout the lost in their communities. 1t is ulimately
the roow of the siewardship snd financial struggles we
keep hearing about at every level, in local
congregations and districts, in cdocational institations
and in the national Synod. Tris alse what hinders
many congregstions rom being the sort of nurturing
places where people are comforted and strengthened,
and are able to move past the conflicts that too often
have pitted pastor against people or members against
members,

In Part | of my repott in the Corvertion Workbaok, 1
mention having neglected to implement Resalutian
08.2.0%, which called for a task force to devise
Biblically-based materials and resources on Christian
discipleship. i the weeks since 1 wrote Part 1,1 have
been busy assembling the membership of this task
force. Tam now hapefial they will be able to begin
their work, lkely early thns fall. A prumary focus of
this group, in my view, must be to address the
widespread neglect of Berpture 1 cur midst and o
assist people in hecoming more disciplined Bible
readers and more searching Bible studeiis, Just as
many problems have their root in the neglect of the
Word, T am comvineed there is so much growth and
joy, so much mawring and energy that will come cur
wity when God's Word is iurmned loose and has “freg
course” in the lives of people, a blessing we have
prayed for publicly coutitless times in that old
“Collect for the Word™ at the close of Sunday
SEIVICES,

Tt is hard ta imaginc that 23 years have passed since
nearly a!l Canadian pastors and congregations of The
Lutheran Church  Missoun Synod met at the
Winnipeg Convention Centre to organize Lutheran
Church-Canada in 1988, You'll be hearing soon of
some plans being developed to mark the Silver

Anniversary of our Synod. There was & great
excitement in those early days, s [ remember, the
hope that we would lake precious treasures along that
we had inberited from our mother, but also the hope
that we might overcome corain weaknesses and
discord which had marked heg life for tou long a
ibme. [t will comne as no surprise when [ t2]l vou that
there are a few issues on the agendy of this
Convention which have the potential for being
divisive. Tdo not helieve that we should shy away
Irum any of themn, At the same Ume, recogmang that
danger means we will all want w be very carghul in
the way we deal with one another, so that the cvil one
does not gain an opening.

Of ali the items ¢aming before this Convention, the
future of seminary education has likely generated the
most discusgion in the months leading up to this
vathering. People will have their varying judgments
about the recommendations of the seminary task
force, whach is surely a legitimate thing. Al the samc
titne, it would be hard o overemphasize the energy
and love many have devoled o this subject. All our
brothers and sisters in Synod, whatever their
reactions to the matter may be, owe a deep debt of
gratitude to the members of that rask force, to the
Boards of Regents of the seminarizs, to the lcaders of
the instilutions, and @ many people throughout the
church who wrote and talked and questioned and
encouraged and constuctively eriticized and, above
all, prayed. Because the issue is such 4 fur-reaching
one and has a deep impact on our life together for the
long termm, it may be that the complete solution akes
a while to emerge. Not so much for the sake of either
seminary, but for the sake of the Syvnod herself, it will
be impartant to grapple with the problem in a way
thal does not cast anylhmy 1 concrete; 1 other
words, in a way we cannot back off from if it turns
ouf to be unwise a year o two from now, Nor can
anybody present here, repardless which sude of the
arpument be takes, allow lumselfto believe thatl the
ultimate goal—to recruit bright, faithful, hard-
working servants of the Gospel who love Tesus and
love His pecple—will be reached primurily by ow
Convention decisions or by any struclures we invent
or change. Jesus said to His disciples, and by
extension $avs w ns, “Drgy the Lord of the harvese ...
ter serd enat workers inte His harvest flefd " (SL
Matthew 9:38). Don’t be satistied just to structure, to
debate, to mplement, o devise budgets, but pray,
Pray that the harvest’s Lord will give us the army of
preachers our people nesd! Pray that the harvest’s
Lord sends us messengers who care about the lost
and dying in Canada! Pray that the harvest’s Lord
will give us pastors who are teady to spend the
working encrgics of their lives for the Saviour of the



world, Who bled and died for ust I confess to my
shame that 1 have been far so0 anemic and faltering in
such praying. Tfear [ have not been alone in this. |
ask God to have pity on us and to show us again
where the cure may be found: in Him and lis
Father-heart of love,

This Convettion is briefer than previous ones. 1t was
structured that way on porpose. For one thing, il will
abviously be more cost-etficient to fsed and house
out-of-town people fur a shorler period of time, We
all watt 1o be good managers of resources where
possible. We also thought that pethaps the briefer
span of this gachering might make it easier for some
very able lay delegates to gel time off work to come
1o Hamilion, Later, when we carry out an evaluation
of this Ninth Convention, T expect we'll aasess
whether we gained enongh from this shorter
gathering to repeal a gimilar schedule in the Tulre.
However that comes out, it's obvious that a tighter
schedule does have some practical implications for
us. 1 would like to encourage the delegates to amive
promptly for all the sessions, and ot ko absent
themselves from this room unless they are serving on
a resolutions commulies or find it necessary for some
other compelling cause. It will also he important to
come 1o the point when making speeches or
comments on the business befors the Convention,
and perhaps even to resist the temptation Lo speak
again if you see that some other delegate has already
done an cffective job in making the point fhat you
would otherwise have made.

Bearing with each other will certainly be valusble,
o, [twill become evident, likely already this
morning that you're functioning with an
inexperienced chairman who has a great deal to leam
in conducting @ meeting of this kind. 1 will weasure
your patience in recalling that fact. At the same time,
don’t Ict the chairman—uor anvone else  run
ronghshiod over your privileges and dignity as a
delegate. Thope this gathering will also be
characterized by great forbearance in the whole way
you deal with one another. The people assembled
here, including those who may shamply disagree with
yoll on & given issue, ave baptized sons and dawghters
of God. They bear the Name of Christ on their
foreheads, just as you do. We'll want to aveid any
hint that people arz somchow not quite as bright or as
faithful or as reasonable as 1 am just because they see
some matters differently from me. Even ifthe
discussion does not seem to revolve around mere
human opinions and preferences, but involves God's
truth, remember how young Timothy was teld to do
his correcting, rebuking and encouraging “with great
patience and carcfi! instruction ™ (2 Timothy 4.2},

Delegates to the Convention are not precisely in the
same positon s Fastor Timothy was, and yet ihe
guidance he received surely fits us, ton, I've always
been deeply impressed with the way St Paul
conducted himself in Acts 24 and the follnwing
chaptees when he addressed pagan Roman ollicials;
to seg how respectful and apprecialve he was of the
chance to talk with them, even though at least one of
them hoped Paul would offer him a bribe and
perhaps, from our point of view, doesn’t even seem
deserving of as much respact as the apostle gave him.
I'm hoping bribery will not be a patticular problem
here at the Convention (1), but Paul's bebavicur
provides a great pattern [or you in how to interact
with your fellow delegates, and all the motc because
you are not dealing {n this case with non-believers,
but with your precious brothers and sisterns in the holy
hody of Christ.

T had the opportunity resently to conduct a morning
devotion for the staff of the Alberta-Bnitish Columbia
District at their office in Edmonton. They ve been
sludying and praying their way through the Psalter, a
very worthwhile devotional scheme, in my opinion.
On the day 1 was with them, we had amved at Psalm
11, David eomposed it at a moment of severe
challenges, when those who stood against him were
ready to begin shuoting thelr arrows. Well-meaning
{riends of David's took a good look at rhe crisis.
They advised him, “Flee fike o hivd 1o vaur

motntain ” (Psalm 11:1); in other words, “Bun and
hide as fast as you ean!™ David’s reaction was blunt:
“fur the LORD { take refuge. flow can vouw say to me:
‘Flee like a bird to vour mawmain? " He was not
fooling himself about the magnitude of the threat. He
had functioning nerve-endings and undersiood fear as
much as anybody. But, ag he sang in that psalm,
Yabweh is 2 refuge. He keeps tabs on what His
people are up against. He won't run away from
them. (od knows how 1o stand up 10 those who
threaten 1o bring them down,

We are a little gronp, dear brothers and sisters. We
are rather few people living in a huge space in this
kand. QOur chwrches are not generally the Gothic
foriresses that occupy a prominent place on the main
square of our cities and towns., Our theology is not
the point of view favoured by the movers and shakers
of Canadian society. Qur congregations struggple
with the kinds of problems I reviewed & mament ago,
and there are voices around us practically tehing to
activate their trigger fingers and stan shooting at the
Gospel we proclaim. It might seem perfectly
reasonable o advise you under those circumstances
the way some of David's friends were advising him,
“Flee like a bird to vour mowntam! ™ To be honest,



there are times when we have doae exactly that.
We've done it as congregaticns. You've dong it in
your personal lives, and T have, ton. But there"s that
other psalm-verse, you know, the one that stands as a
theme over this Convention: “fr Yor lght we see
fight.” When Cod sheds light on sthuations, you see
them for what they really are. And the singer of
Paglm 11 is shining God™s light on our kind of
situatien when he reminds us all, “In the LoORD | take
refuge. [low can pou say o me: Flee like a bivd to
your mountain'?" The psalmist was all in favour of
being realistic abowe the trouble. Actually, David
was in favour of standing up to the wouble, trusting
the Lord to be Refuge, and believing that the Lord
sees us ... and our challenges ... and can kecp
moving ug forward through cvery one.

In the boly wounds of Jesus, Whe laid down His life
o1 4 cross, Who came alive on the third day, Who
ascended on high and now mules over His people 1n
lave, you and [ have found the Lornd our Reluge, 1lis
light shings down today on the situation faced by our
tesber congregations, our pastors, deacons and
peaple across Canada. His light makeas it clear thar
this 15 & moment for jovTul proclamaiien, for
Biblically-rooted and sound teaching, for a winsome
life and temperament shaped by the Gospel, for
devoting oursclves o cach other in supportive love
mure and more as we move toward the end ol gl
things, and for commending curselves and our work
to the Lord.

May the Lord bless the talking and listening you do
during these duys so that they may serve to that end.
I thank vou in advance for your tesolve to Live up to
o calling as His sons and daughters 1o the way you
participate in this Ninth Convention. T commend you
and mysclland the work we have to do here to His
care.

Robert Bughee, President

June 4, 2011



In Your Light, We See¢ Light
Lutheran Church—Canada
Ninih Conveniion
Minutes

Friday, June 3, 2011

Session 1

The chairman, President Bugbee, called the first sessica to order at 4:30 p.m., and opencd with prayer.
The chairman installed the delegates and opened the convention.

The chairman welcomed the delegates and guests and made several intrnductions of Synodical and Distrct officials
and others.

Rev. Paul Zabel, president of the East District, welcomed the convention to the Fast District and Hamilton, ON.
Convention otientation followed.

Special Standing Rules were announced.

Mation: Te adepl the Special Sianding Rules.

Action: Adopied

Motivn: To adopt the amended Apenda,

Action: Adopied

Saturday, June 4, 2011

Sessiom 2

Devotion
Pastor Steven Naylor, Delta, BC, led the apening devotion.

Essay (1) - President Mike Semmler — Lutheran Church of Australia

President Semmler brought grestings from the LCA. He began his essay by presenting a 175" Anniversary gift to
Pres. Bughbee.

His essay was based on the theme passage from Psalm 36, and can be found in the Proceedings.

Rev. Dr. Roger Winger, Registraiion Committee Chairman, gave the following report:

Delegates: Yoting: 108
Advisory: 45
Guests: 13
Other 51

Rea, Visitors; 24
Total 241



Resolution 11.4.01 To Receive St. Paul’s Berghein Evangelical Lutheran Church Ine., Bergheim,
Saskaichewan inte Membership in Luthersn Churchk—Canads

Motion: To receive St.Paul’s Bergheim Evangelical Latheran Church Inc., Bergheim, Saskatchewan
into membership in Lotheran Church-Cuanuda.
Action: Adupied

Resolution 11.4.02 To Receive Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Churceh, Airdric, Alberta into
Membership in Lutheran Church—Canada

Motion: To receive Shepherd ol the Hills Lutheraa Church, Airdrie, Alberta be received as a
member of Lutheran Church—Canada.
Actian: Adopted
Resolution 17.4.12 Te Receive Cross Pointe Lutheran Church, Calgary, Alberta into Membersbip in
Lutheran Church—Canada
Motien: To receive Cross Pointe Lutheran Church, Calgary, Alberta be received as a member of

Lutheran Church—Canada.
Activn: Adopted
Congregation Chairman, Lary Walter, trom Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church, Airdrie, AB, was
welcomeid by President Robert Bugbee, Mr. Walter received the congratulations of the Convention, and the
congregation’s membership certificate.
First Vice-president Rev. Daryl Solie assumed the chair.
Nominations/Eleciions #
The name of Rev. Robert Bugbee was placed into nomination for the office of President of Lutheran Church—
Canada.

There were no other nominations brought forward.

The CCMS was asked to determine whether or not a ballot must be made. The CCMS proposed the following
resolution.

CCMS Resolution
Re: hallot election of president

WHEREAS: Thraugh the nomination procedure no nemination has been received and accepred other tham the
numimation of the current president, and

WHEREAS: 2.5.05a of the Bylaws of the Handbook provides that Voting Delepates are entitled to vote for one
of the Candidates for President, therefore be o,

RESCLVEDx:  'That all veiing delevates warve thewr entitlement to vote for a Candidate for Presulend of Lutheran
Church-Canada and acclaim the Rev. Dr. Robert Bughee as Mresident of Lutheran Church-Canada
{or the 2011-2014 1erm of oftice,

Motion: To adept the resolution preseated by the CCMS
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Action: Adopted
Rev. Daryl Solie, acting chair, declared the Rev. Robert Bugbee elecied President of Lutheran Church—Canada

The Nominations Committee was called torward and put forth the following names for the olfice of Vice-president
of Lutheran Church Canada

East: Rev. Nolan Astley
Rev. Marvin Bublitz
Bev. Mark llartburg
Rev, Timothy Teuscher
Central: Rev, Aaron Gust
ABC: Rev, Karl Keller
Rev. Thornas Kruessl
Rev. Craig Tulis
The slatc was amended to include the following names
Rev, Brian Falkenholt {Cenltral)
Rev, Rudy Pastucha {Certral)
Rev, Ted Giese (Central}
President's Report - Part 2
The President’s reporl to the Convention (Part 2) is attached to these Minutes.
President Bugbee resumed the chair
The first ballot fur Vice-presidents was distributed.
Greetings were brought by:
Michael Onnen, President of the International LLL (introduced by Stephen Klinck).
Judy Grande, President of Lutheran Women's Missionary League-Canada.
Treasurer Dwayne Cleave addressed the convenlian regarding the financial status and three year work program of
the Synod. The treasurer reminded the delegates that any resolutions brought forward that invalve Synodical
expense must have the estimated cost and revenue plan attached.
Resolutions Comunittes 1 was called forward,
Resolution 11.1.01 To Establish a “Sanctity of Life Sunday™ in LU
Maoiion: To adopt Resolution L1101

An amendinent was offered to replace the first resolved.

Action (Amendment):  Failed

Action: Ad opted
Resolution 1E.1.05 To Expand the Eligibility o £ Retired Pasto rs fo r Service in Sy nodical Boa rds and
Commissions

Mouortinm: Ta adopt Resolution 11.1.05
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Amendment: 1nihe first resolved to change the word “rctired™ to “croerius.”
Since thers was no objection the word was changed {e *cmeritus” by commoa consent.
The resolution was referred back to the floor commiltee.

Rev. Jim Schuelke, Elections Committee Chairman, brought in the report on the election of Vice Presidents:

ABC: Karl Keller 3t
Thomas Kruesel 63
Craig Tufts 8
CENTRAL: Bran Falkenholl 13
Ted Giese 23
Aaron Gust 26
Rudy Pastuchu 22
EAST: Nolan Astley 62
Marvin Bublitz 7
Mark Hartburg 21
Timothy Teuscher 12

President Bugbes declared Thomas Kruesel (ABC) and Nelan Astley (East) to be elected Vice-presidents of LCC

A gecond ballot for Vice-president containing the names of Brian Falkenholt and Aaron Gust (Central) was
distributed.

Resolufion [1.1.02a To Confess the Scriptural Witness on Swem Cell Rescarch
Wotion: To adnpt Reselution 10.1.82a

Amendment: to remove the word “adult™ hne 24,

Agtion: Adopted
Amendment: to remove the word “adult” in ling 5 and insert the term *“non-embryonic”,
Actiom: Adapted

Action: (amended resolstion):  Adopted

{ireetings
Rev. Dr. Wilhelm Torgerson, representing SELKL

D, Tan Adnams came forward with announcements,
Noonday Prayer — Convention Chaplain Rev. James Schaarr

Information Seszions:

The Saturday afternoon sessions wers broskout sessions prescented by the following entities,
Mission & Social Ministry

Lutheran Foundation Canada

Board of Directors/Council of Presidents

Theology & Church Relations

Seminarics; University College

R i



6. Worker Bencfits
7. Commitiee on Worship and 3usic

Session 3

Mominations/Elections #2

Resulis of the second ballet for VP, of LCC (Central).
Brian Falkenhbolt 63

Aaron Gust 44

President Bughee declared Rev. Brian Fulkenholt elected V.P. from Central District
The tanking hallot for V.P. was distributed.

The chairman of the Nominations Conmnittee, Me. Walier Heinneman, presented the nominees for the Board of
Dvirectors Lutheran Church—Canada,

Clergy: Rev, Mark Koehler
Rev. Paul Schallhorn
Rewv, Marvin Bublivz
Lay: Frank Belden
Ronald Reller
Camercn Pelzer
Naortnan Lutomske
Motion: te adopt the amended slate for the BOD
Action: Ad opted

Greelings:
Rev. Dr. Edwin Lehman spoke to the assembly.

Resolutions Commiitee 2 came forward.

Resalution 11.2.01 To Siimulate Recruitment of Servanty far the Office of the Minisiry and the
Diaconate
Muotien: To Adopt Resolution 11.2.01 To Stimulate Recruitment of Servanis for the Oflice of the

Ministry and the Diaconate.
Action: Ad  opied
The Elections Committee reported on the first ballot for ranking ot V. P.s
Rev. Nolan Astley 66
Rev. Brian Falkenholt 13
Rev. Themas Kruesel 25
President Bughee declared Rev. Nolan Astley to be the first vice president of LCC

The second ballol was distributed.

Resolutions Committee 2 continued.
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Resolution 11.2.02a Tu Suppori the LAZC Board of Directors and Syaud’s Semioaries as They Respond
to Resoletion 18.3.04

Madtion: To defer further discussion on 11.2,02a unlil the delezates receive u copy of the
Memorundum of Agreement signed by the seminaries and the Synodical BOI.
Action: Adaepied

Molion: That aur discussion af the Memorandum of Agreement be deferred uniil our Gurther
discussion of Kesolation 11.2.02a,

Action: Adapted
Resolution 11.2.03 Te Implement the Recommendations of the Vicarage Task Force Report
Moulion: To adopi Resolution 11.2.03

The mation was amended in the final resobved to sirike the word “including”™ and insert *excluding the
development...”

Action (Amendment): The amendment was ruled out of order.

Motion ( Amendment):  to place the words “and seck a means of funding such an elfort™ afer the words
“subsidizing vicarages™.

Action: Defe ared
Action on original motion: fo adopt Resoluiion 11.2.03:  Adopied
The Elections committee reported on the second ballet for V.. ranking

Fev. Bran Falkenholt 21
Rev. Thomas Kruesel 36

The chaimman declared Rev. Thomas Kruesel Sceond Vice Preaident and Rev. Brian Falkenholt Third Vice-
president.

The first ballot for the Board of Directors was distmributed.
Announcements were made by Dr. Adnams

The Dinner Prayer was given by the chaplain, Rev. James Schnart.

SESSION 4

The clections comimittes reported on the st ballot for the BOD

ABC: Frank Belden 102
Ronald Roller 101
CENTRAL: Morman Lutomske 34

Cameron Pelzer 7o



Syood 2t large: Marvin Bublitz 36
Mark Kochler EN
Fau! Schallhom 37

The chairman declared Frank Belden, Ronald Roller, and Cameron Pelzer elected.
The second ballot was distribaured for Synod at Large/Board of Directors.

Greelings
Robert Granke, Executive Directar of CLWR spoke to the assembly.

Resolutions Committee 3 camne forward.

Resolotion 11.3.H To Commend the Districts for Their Recogmition of Church Worker Anniversaries
Maotion: To adept Resolutien 11.3.01
Action: Adapted

The assembly recognized the 65" anniversary of ordination of Rev. Les Gierach.
Resohition 11.3.02 To Evaluate the Circuit Forum and Censider Alternatives
Motion: To adopt Resolmion 11.3.02

Agtion: Adopted

Resolution 11.3.03 To Decline Overtures 3.03 and .04

An Amendment was vifered 1o insen s final resolved:

Resolved that the CCMS eonduct a review of synod struciure taking iote accomnt overture 3.03 and 3.04 and
report to the next synudjcal convention.

Action: Ad apted

Muotion: To adopt Resolution 11.3.03 as amended,

Action: Adopicd

Resolution 11.3.04 To lacrease the Size and Shorten the Term of Office of Board of Managers, Worker
Benefit Plans

Mation: o adopt Resolation 11.3.04

Mation: to refer the Resolution back 1o commitice 3,

Action: Adopted

The elections committee brought in its report on ballot 2 for BOD

Marvin Bublitz EL]
Paul Schallhom 62

President Bughee deciared Faul Schallhorn was declared elecied.



Flections - Commission on Adjudicaiion
Slate:

Pasiors: Rev. Neil Siern
Rev. Allan Visser

Lay:  Darcy Weschler
John Robbins Sr.

Lawyer: Jeffrey Kriwetz

Reaplutions Comnittee 3 returned o ofier

Resolution 11.3.05 To Decline Overture 3.05

Moiinn:  To adopt Resolution 3.03

Action: Adopted

The hallot for Committee on Adjodication was distributed. One X in each category will complete the election.

Waller [emnneman, Chalrman of the Naominations Comunittee was called torward to present the slate for
Comemission on Theology and Church Relations.

Clengy: Rev. Kurt Lantz
Rev, James Dimibroff

Lay: Marlene Schneider {ATIC)
Paul Walrath {East)

Neotion: To recansider Resolution 11.2.03
Action: Failed

Resolutions Committes 4 was called forward.

They proposad:

Resolution 11.04.053 Toe Encourage the Dis  tricts tn W ork Toge ther on an Equitablle Annual
Compensation Guideline for Church Workers.

Maotion: 0 Adopt Resolution 11.4.05a

An amendnient was proposed strike the words *be encouraged to” in the first resolved.

Motion: to adopt the amendment

Action: Adopted

Motion: To adopt the amended Resolmion. This wauld change the title to “To Direct the...”
Action: Adopted

Resolutivn 11.04.063 T¢ Encourage the Districts te Standardize the Student Aid Program
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Motion: to adopt Resolation 11.4.06a
Actinn: Adopted
Resolution 11.4.07 Tv Give Thanks to God for and to commend the use of Liturgies ef cantiques

Iuthreriéns as an Official Hymnal of Lutheran Church—-{"anada
Motion: To adopt Resolution 11.4.07
Action: Ad opted
Pastors David Saar and David Somers were recognized for their work on Litirgies et cantiques hatheridns.

The Elections Committee returned with results of Commission on Adjudication.

ABC District Pagtors: Rev. Neil Stern 58
Rev. Allen Visser 41

Central Districr Lay: John Rabbins 5r. 42
Darcy Werschler 57

East District Lay: leffrey Kriwetz 101

President Rughee declared Rev. Neil Stern, Darcy Werschler, and Jeffrey Kriwetz elected.
The first ballot for Commission on Theology and Church Relations was disiributed.
Dr. Adnams made announcements.
The chaimman adjourned the session at 9:10 p.m.
Closing prayer by Rev. James Schnarr.
Sunday, June 5, 2011
Session 5

The Opening Service of Matins was conducted in the meeting hall with Rev. James Schnarmr leading and Rev.
Michasl Keith as preacher. The delegute and Sudanese choirs sang praises to the Lord.

The chairman called the session to order at 10:35 a.m.
Mominationy/Elections

The chairman of the glection committee, Rev. Jim Schuclke, presented the results of the ballot for the Commission
on Theology and Church Relations

Clergy: Rev. James Dimiirofl 57
Rev, Kurt Lanz 45
Lay: Marlene Schoeider 42
Paul Walrath 650

President Bughee declared Rev. James Dimitroll and Faul Walrath elected.

Walier [{einneman, Chairman of the Nomination Cemmittee presented the slate for Brard of Regents — Concordia
Seminary, Edmonton
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Clergy: Rev. Ted Giese (Ceniral)
Rev Walter Hambrocl {Last)
Rev. Don Hennig {ABC)

Lay: Karen Gallas {Cast)
Arlene Kish (Central)
Christopher Klarenbach (ABC)
Roberta Nixon (Central)
Marlene Schneider { ABC)

Greetings
Terry Goertz, president of Concordia Lutheran Mission Soriety, spoke to the assembly.
Karen Bjertand, Chief Executive Officer of Faith Life Financial, addressed the asscmbly.

The Elections Committee distributed the bzllot for Board of Regents (BOR), Concotdia Tithemn Seminary (C1L.S).

Essay (1) - President Senmunler
Te be printed in the Convenlion Proceedings.

Nominations/Elections
Rev._ Jim Schuelke, Chairman of the Flegtion Comminee, reported the results of the ballot for the Board of Regents
Coneordiz Seminary, Edmonton

Clergy: Rev. Ted Giese {Central) 38
Rev. Walter Hambrock (East) 26
Rev. Den Hennig { ABC) 25
Lay: Karen {iaflas (Fast) 02
Artene Kish {Central) 26
Chostopher Klarenbach { ABC) 44
Robarta Nixon (Central) i
Moarlene Schneider (ABC) g

President Bugbee declared Karen Gallas (East) to be elected to the BOR (LS
Rev. Walter Hambrock was eliminated by virtue of Karen Gallas” election,
The second ballot was disiributed.

Dr. Adnams made the announcements.

Closing Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. James Schnars

Session 6
The Chairman, President Bugbee, called the scssion ta order at 130 pan.
Rev. James Schmarr opened the session with prayer.

Noeminations/Elections
Rev. Jin Schuelke, Chairman of the Election Committes, presented the results of the second ballot for BOR of CLS.

Clergy: Rev. Ted Giese {Central) 6
Rev. Tion [Lennig (ABC) 32
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Lay: Arlene Kish (Central) 15
Chrstopher Klacenbach (ABC) 43
Roberta Nixon {Central) 16
Moarlene Schneider {ABC) 23

President Bugbee declared Rev. Ted Giese (Central) elected to BOR of CLS
Arlene Kish and Roberta Nixon were removed from the next ballot.

The next ballot for BOR of CLS was distributed.

Greelings

The Chairman intreduced The Bev, Dr. Matthew Hamison, President of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod who
addressed the assembly.

Resnlutions Committee 1 was called forward.

Resolution 11.1.04 a To Clarify our Sypod's Pusition on Same Gender Issues io Relalion (¢ Church Life
and Practices

Mation: To adopt Resolution 11.1.04a

Action? Adopted

Resolution 11.1.06 Te Provide a Mechanism for Responses and Alternatives to CLCR Sindy
Documents

Motion: To adopt 11.1.06

Action: Adopted

Rescolution 11108 Te State the Position of LCC Regarding Homasexuality Wirth Respect to the Office
of the Holy Ministry

Motion: o adopd Resoluiion 11.1.08

Action: Ad opted

Rev_ Jim Schuelke, Chairman of the Elections Comunittes, came forward with the results of the ballot for BOR of
CL3

Christopher Klarenbach &4
Matlene Schneider Ly

President Bughee declared Christopher Klarenbach elected o the BOR of CLS.

Walter Heinneman, Chairman of the Mominaiions Commiuee, put forth the names of those nominaled for the BOR
of Concordia Lutheran Theological Seminary (CLTS)

Clergy: Rev, Jacob Quast
Rey. Rober Krestick

Lay: Tvan Bales (ABC}
Wayne Tumn (Central)
Kenl Schappert (Fast)
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Brian Luckhardt (East)
Brune Korst {East]

Resolutions Commitice 1 continned.
Resolution §1.1.03a To Decline Overture L.06
Ilotion: To adapt Resolution 11.1.03a

An Amendment was offered to add following the word “1973" the words “becanse they are decirinal
staiements”,

Action (amendment):  Failed

Action (resolution): Adapted

Resolution 11.1.0% To Commend the CTCR Report on Cremation
Mintion: To adopt Resolution 11.1.09

Action: Adopted

Resolation 11.1,10 To Receive the CTCR Re port en Viears Celelbrating the Sacrament in Emergency
Sitnations

Ivintion: To adept Resolution 11.1.10

An amendment was proposed to strike the fimal resolved. This would cod the first resolved after the word
[ & L
ruidance.

Action {amendment):  Adopred

Action on the Amended Resplution: Adopted

Recognition of Ourgaing BOD

The Convention recoghized the outgning members of the Board of Directors:

Chairman Randy Stefan, Seerctary Rev, Dennis Putzman, Rev. Robent Krestick, Rev. Dary] Solie, Lynn Giergens

Rev. Jim Schuelke, Chairman of the Elections Committes, prepared the assembly for the election of members
of the BOR of CLLTS

Resolutions Commitiee 2 continued,
Rev. Thomas Parchar, Chairman of Resalution Committee 2 reintroduced Resolution 11.2.02a

Resolution 11.2.02a To Suppoert ithe LOC Board of Directors amd Synod’s Seminaries a5 They Respond

to Resolution 08.3.04
Muotivn: To defer further discussion on 11.2.024a until the delegates receive a copy of the
Memvrandum of Agreement signed by the seminaries aod the Sy nodical BOD,
Action: Adopicd
Motion: That our discussivn of the Memorandum of Agreemeni be deferred unlil our lurther

discussion of Resoblution 11.2.02a.
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Action: Adopted

A substitute motion of the original overture 2.01 To Provide a Cost-Efficient Seminary Education. Subrutted by
the Wetaskiwin Circull Forum

Mation: To terminaie debate vn the substitufe motion.
Actiom: Adopied

Motion: To adopt Overture 201 25 a substitule motion.
Action: Failed

Maotion: To terminate debate on Resolution 11.2.02a
Action; Adopted

Matinn: To adopt Resolation 11.2.02a

Action: Adopicd

Rev. Nolan Astley, Chairman of the Task Force on Cost Efficient Seminary Training, addressed the assembly
explaining the Memorandum of Understanding, [iscussion tollowed.

Rev. Jim Schuelke, Chairman of the Elections Committee, announced the results of the first hallot for the BOR of
CLTS.

Clergy: Rev. Jacob Quast 39
Rev. Robert Krestick 58
Lay: Ivan Roles {ABC) o0
Wayne Timm (Central) 50
Kent Schappert (East) 2l
Buian Luckhardt {East) 8
Bruno Korst (East) 13

President Bugbee declared Rev. Robert Krestick, Ivan Boles, and Wayne Timm elected to the BOR of CLTS.
Walter Heinneman, Chatrman of the Nominations Committee brought, forth the slate for the BOR of CUCA

Clergy: Rev. Ken Maher (Easr)
Rev, Darren Siegle (ABC)
Rev. Roland Svens (East)
Rev. Ken Eifert {ABC)

Lay: Karten Gallas

Dr. Frank Dehne

Dr. Merv Fingas
Motion: To remave the same Karen Gallas since she was previously elected to another office
Action: Ad opted

President Bugbee introduced The Rev. Dr. Ralph Mayan, President Emeritus of Lutheran Church-Canada who
addressed the assembly.
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By common conscnt the time was extended until 5:20 p.m.

Resolutions Committee 3 came forward.

Resolution 11.3.04a To Llocrease the Size and Shorten the Term of Office of Board of Managers, Worker
Benefit Flans

Mouofion: to adopt Resolution 11.3.04a

An amendment (0 Second Resalved “a™ to read “iwa rostered church workers, one of which is to be a
pASLOr serving in & congregation ™

Mgoiion: te adopt ihe amendment
Action: Failed

Actiou (resolution): ADOPTED

Resolution 3.07 To Give Thanks tv God for the Service of Emeritus Pastors

Maotion: Ta adopt 11.3.07

Adtion; Adopted

Resolution 11.63.08a Tu Approve Appropriate Technologies for condocting the Business of Synod and lis
Disiricts

Moation: To adopt Resolution 11.03.08

Action: Adopied

The Elections Cormunitiee brought the results of the first ballot for BOR of CUCA

Clergy: Rev. Ken Maher (East) 22
Rev. Darren Siegle {(ABC) 21
Rev, Roland Svens {East) 19
Rev. Ken Eifert (ABC) 41

Lay: Dr. Frank Dehne 102
Dr. Merv Fingas 101

President Bughes declared Frank Dehne and Merv Fingas elected 1o the BOR of CUCA.
The next ballot was distributed.
Dr. Adnams made announcements.

Rev. James Schnarr offered the closing prayer.
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Monday, Tune 6, 2001
Session 7

President Bugbee, Convention Chairman, called Session 7 to order at §:15 am.

Opening Devolion
Rev. Bod Buck (ARC) led the Opening Drevotion.

Essay {II[) President Semmler
The eulire essay will be printed in the Proceedings.

The Flections Committee reported on the second ballet for the BOR of CUCA

Rev. Kenneth Eifert 53
Rev. Ken Maher 28
Rev. Danen Siegle 21

President Bugbee declared Rev. Kenneth Eifert clocted to the BOR of CUCA
Motion: to destroy the ballols

Action: Adopted
A final report of the Registration Commitles wis waived,

Resolutions Committee 4 came forward.

Resolution 11.4.03 T'o Give Thanks te God for the Teaching of C. F. W, Walther
Moiion: To adopt Resolution [1.04.03
Ariion: Ad apled

Resolution 11.04.08 To Receive the Three-Year Work Program of Syned for the Years Ending Januvary
31, 2012, January 31, 2013 and January 31, 2014

Motion: To adopit Resolution 11.04.08
Action: Ad apted

Resolution 11.4.11 To Decline Overture 4.08
Mation: Te adopt Resolution 11.4.11
Action: Adopted

Resolution 11.44.14 Te Thank God for the Diamond Aonniversary of the Queen of Canada

Motion: Ta adopt Resolution 11.04.74
Achion: Ad opted

Resolution 11.4.09 To Decline Overture 4.04
Mation: To udopt Resolutien 11.4.09
Action: Adopted

Resolution 11.4.10 To Pecline Overture 4.07
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Motion: To adapt Resoduvion 11.04.10

Action: Adopted

Resolution 11.4.04 To Realfirm the 2003 Resafutinn to Esiablish a Chaplaiocy Service for the Care of
Church Waorkers und Their Families

Motion: To adopt Resolution 11.04.04

Action: Ad opted

Resolation 11.04.13 To Give Thanks to Convention Organizers and Voluateers

Motion: Tov adopt Kesolution 11.04.13

Action: Ad opred

Regolntions Committee 4 was dismissed with thanks.
Resolutions Committes leame forward.

Resolution 11.1.07 To Encourage Pastors, Deacons, Congregations and Schools to Nuriure a Missional
Mindsct and Develop a Missionaf Plan for Community Owireach to the Lost

Moiion: To adopi Resoluiion 11.1.07
Aetion: Ad npied
Resofution 11.1.11 To E nesuraze the Co ngregations of L CC to he Pr oactive in L eading Peo ple i oto

Bible Study and Confessional Study

Motion: To adopt Resolution 11.1.11
Ariion: Ad apled

Resolution 11.1.12 To Declive Chverture 1.12
Tdiation: To adopt Resolution 11.1.12
Action: Adapted

Resolution 11.1.054 To Decline Overture 1.09
Motivn: To adoept Resolution 11.1.05a
Aclion: Ad opted

Resvlutions Commires 1 was dismissed with thanks.

Resolutions Commiteee 2 came forward.

Resulotion 11.2.04 Ta Explare the Development of o Program to Train Men and Women as
Missionary-Evangelists
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Maotion: To adept Resolution 11.2.04
Action: Adaopted
Resolutions Committes 2 was dismissed with thanks.

Resolutions Committee 3 came [orward.

Resolution 11.5.06 To Review The Process for Nomination af Pasiors as Circuit Counsellors
Motion: To adopt Resolution [1.3.06
Action: Ad opted

Resolutions Comunittes 3 was dismissed with thanks.

{ither Unfinished Items

President Bugbee addressed the assembly.

Rev. Chff Haberstock addressed the assembly re. the draw from the CLMS,
Rev. Bill Mey addressed the assembly on hehalt of T.AMP,

Approval of Minutes

Motinn: Te apprave the Minutes of June 3, 4, and 5, 2011

Activn: Adopted

Closing Devetion

The Chuplain led the closing pravers,

[, Adnams addressed the assembly thanking the ruany people behind the scenes.

Adjommment - The Convention was adjourned at 11:35 am.
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Summary of Elections

President
Rev. Dr. Robert Bughee

Yice-Presideots
First Vice-President Rev. Nolan Astley
Second Vice-President  Rev. Thomas Kruesel
Third Vice-President Rev. Boan Falkenholt

Board of Directors
Firank Belden
Cameron Pelzer
Ronald Roller
Reyv. Paul Bchallhorn

Board of Regents, Concordia Lutheran Seminary, Edmonton, Alberta
Karcn Gallas
Rev. Ted Giese
Christopher Klarenbach

Buoard of Repents, Concordia Lutheran Theological Seminary, St. Catharines, Ontario
Ivan Boles
Rev. Robert Krestick
Wayne Timm

Board of Regents, Concordia Lutheran University Colicge of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta
Frank Dehne
Rev. Kenneth Fifert
Merv Fingas

Commission on Adjudication
Jeffrey Kriwetz
Rev. Neil Siem
Darcy Werchler

Comupaission on Theology and Church Relations
Rey, Dr. James Dimitroff
Paul Walrath



26

Election Results

Ballot T Vice President _Voles Received __Result
Hey, Kar| Keller 31
Rev. Thomas Kruesel 03 Elected
Rev. Craig Tufis b
Rev. Boan Falkenholt 33
Rev, Ted Giese 23
Rev. Auron Gusi 28
Bev. Rudy Pastucha 22
Rev. Kolan Astley G2 Llected
Rev. Marvin Bublitz 7
Hev, Mark Hartbure 21
Rev. Timothy Tenscher 12
Ballot 2 Vice President Yotes Received Result
Rev, Brian Falkenholt £3 Elected
Rev. Aaron Gust 44
Ballot 1 Ranking of V.P Votes Recvived Resull
Rev. Molan Astley 66 Elected 1* Vice President
Rev. Brian Falkenholt 13
Rev. Thomas Kruesel 25

Ballot 2 Ranking of V.P Volies Received Result
Fev. Brian Falkenholt 21 Llected 2nd Vice President
Rev, Thomas Krmesel 86 Eleeted 3rd Vice President
Ballot 1 Board of Directors Voiey Received Resuli
Frank Relden (ABCY 1062 Elected
Ronald Roller (ABCY 1411 Elected
Norman Lutomske (Central) 34
Cameron Pelzer (Central) gt Elected
Marvin Bublitz { Svnod at Laree) 16
Mark Koehler {(Svned at Larre) 31
Paul Schallhorn (Syned at Large) 37
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Ballot 2 Board of Directors Votes Recerved Result
Marvin Bublitz {Synod al Large) 39
Panl Schallborn {Synod at Large) 62 Elzeted
Ballot 1 Commission on Votes Received Result
Adjudication
Rev. Neil Stem o8 Elecled
Rev. Allen Visser 41
John Robuns Sr. 42
Darcy Werschler 37 Elected
Jefirey Kriwetz 101 Elceted
Ballot 1 Commission on Votes Received Hesult
Theology and Church
Relations
Rev. James Dimigoff 57 Llected
Rev. Kurt Lantz 45
Marlene Schneider 42
Paul Walrath [ Clected
Eapllot 1 BoR CLS Edmonton Votes Received Result
Rev. Ted Giese (Centraly - 38
Rev. Walter Humbrock (East) 36
| Rev. Don Hennig (ABC) 25
Karen Gallas (Eagt) 62 Elected
Atlene Kish (Central) 26
Christopher Klarenbach (ABC) 44
Roberta Nixon (Central) 35
Marlene Schneider (ABC) 30
Balloi 2 BoR CLS Edmonton Votes Received Result
Rev. Ted fGiese {Central) 66 . Elected
Rev. Don Hennig (ABC) 32
Arlene Kish {Central) 14
Chrisiopher Klarenbach ( ABC) 43
Robearta Nixon (Central) 14
Marlene Schaeider (ABC) 23
_ Ballet 3 BoR CLS Edmonion Yotes Received N Result
Christopher Klarenbach (ABC) ig Flected
Marlene Schneider (ABC) 37
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Ballot 1 BoR CLTS St. Voies Received Result
Catharines
Rev. Jacob Quast (Central) 39
Rev. Robert Krestick {East) 54 Eleewd
Tvan Boles (ABC) 90 Elected
Wayne Timm {Ceniral) 59 Clezcred |
Kent Schappert (East) 21
Brian Luckhardt {East) 8
Bruno Korst (Tast) 13 O
Ballpt 1 BoR CUCA Edmonton Yotes Heceived Resuli
Rev. Ken Maher (Tiast) 22
Rev. Darren Siegle (ABCH |
Rev. Roland Syens [ East) 19
Reyv, Kenncth Eifert (ABC) 41
Frunk Dehne {Cast) 102 Elecled
Merv Fingas 101 Elected
Bullol 2 BoR CUCA Edmonton Votes Received Result
Rev. Kenneth Eifert 53 Elected
Rev. Ken Maher 28
Rev. Darren Siegle 21
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Resolution 11.1.01

Resolutton 11.1.02a

Resphation 11.1.03a

Resolution 11.1.04a

Reselution 11.1.05a

Resolution 11.1.06

Resolution 11.1.07

Resolution 11.1.08

Reselution | 1.1.09

Resclation 11.1.10

Resolution 11.1.11

Resolution 11.1.12

Summary of Resolutions
To Establish a “Sanctity of Life Sunday™ in LCC
ACTION: Adoptad
To Confess the Scriptural Witness on Stemn Cell Research
ACTION: Adopted as amcnded
Te Decline Overture 106
ACTION: Adopled

Ta Clanfy our Synod's Position on Same Gender [s2ues in Relation to Church Life and
Practices

ACTION: Adapled

T Decline Overmure 1.0%

ACTION: Adopted

To Frovide a Mechanism (or Responses and Altematives 1o CTCR Swdy Documents
ACTION: Adopted

To Fncourage Pastors, Descons, Congregations and Schools to Nurture a bMissional
Mindset and Develop a Missional Ian for Community Outreach to the Lost

ACTION: Adopted

To State the Position of LCC Regarding Homosexuality With Respect ta the Office of the
Holy Ministry

ACTION: Adopred
To Commmend the CTCR Repott on Cremation
ACTION: Adopied

To Receive the CTCR Report on Vicars Celebrating the Sacrament in Emergency
Sityations

ACTION: Adonted as amended

To Eacourage the Congregations of L{C to be Proactive in Leading People into Bible
Study and Confessional Study

ACTION: Adopted
To Decline Overture 1,12

ACTION: Adopted
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Besolution 11.2.01

Resolution 11.2.02a

Resolution 11.2.03

Resclotion 11.2.04

Resolution §1.3.01

Resolution 11.3.02

Resolution 11.3.03

Resplution 11.3.04a

Resnlntion 11.3.05

Resolution 11,3.06

Resolution 11.3.07

Regolution 11.03 08a

Reschotion 11.4.01

To Stimulate Recruitment of Servants for the Office of the Ministry and the Diaconate
ACTIHON: Adopred

To Support the LCC Board of Directors and Synod’s Seminaries as They Respond lo
Resulution 08.3.04

ACTHZN: Adopred
To Implement the Reecommendations of the Vicarage Task Force Report
ACTION: Adopied

To Explore the Tievelopment of a Program o Train Men and Women as Missionary-
Evangehisis

ACTION: Adopted

To Commend the Diviriets for Their Recognition of Church Worker Anniversaries
ACTION: Adopted

To Evaluate the Circnit Forum and Consider Alternatives

ACTION: Adopted

To Decline Overtures 3.03 and 3.04

ACTION: Adopted as smended

To Tagrease the Size and Shoren the Term of Office of Board of Managers, Worker
Benefit Plans

ACTION: Adopted

To Decline Oventure 305

ACTION: Adopted

T'o Review The Process for Nomination of Pastors as Circuit Counselors
ACTION: Adopred

Te Give Thanks e God for the Service of Emeritus Pastors

ACTION: Adopted

To Approve Appropriate Technologies for Conducting the Business of Syned and Tts
Districts

ACTION: Adopted

To Receive 5t Paul’s Berpheim Evangelical Tutheran Church Tne., Bergheim,
Saskatchewan into WMembership in Lutheran Church—Canada

ACTION: Adepled
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Resolution 11.4.62

Resolution 11.4.03

Resoluton 11.4.04

Resolution 11.4.05a

Resolution 11.4.06a

Resolution 11.4.07

Resolation 11.4.08

Reselution 11.4.09

Resolution 11.4.10

Rasolution 11.4.11

Resolunon 11,412

Resalunon 11.4.13

Resclution 11.4.14

To Receive Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Charch, Airdrie, Alberta inic kembership in
Lutheian Chrch—Canada

ACTION: Adopted
To Give Thanks to God for the Teaching of C. F. W. Walther
ACTION: Adopted

To Reaffirm the 2008 Resolution to Establish a Chaplaincy Service for the Care of
Church Workers and Their Families

ACTION: Adopted

To Encourage the Districts wo Work Together on an Equitable Annual Compensation
Guideline for Chureh Workers,

ACTION: Adopted as amended
To Encourage the DHstricts to Standardize the Student Aid Program
ACTION: Addopted

Ta Give Thanks to (God for and to Commend the Use of Lituriries et cantiques luthenéns
as an Oflctal Hymnal of Lutheran Church—Canada

ACTION: Adopted

To Recerve the Theee-Year Work Program of Synod for the Yeurs Ending Junueary 31,
2012, January 31, 2013 and Januvary 31, 2014

ACTION: Adopted
To Decline Overture 4,04
ACTION: Adopted
To Decline Overiure 4.07
ACTION: Adopled
To Decline Overture 4.08
ACTION: Adopted

To Reecive Cross Painte Lutheran Chreh, Calgacy, Alberta into Metnbership in
Lutheran Church-Chanada

ACTION: Adapted

To Give Thanks to Convention Organtzers and Volunteers
ACTTON: Adopied

To Thank God for the [Hamond Anniversary of the Queen of Canada

ACTION: Adopted
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Resolutions

Resolution 11.1.01 To Establish a “Sanetity of Life Sunday” in LCC

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

RESOLVED

RESQLVED

Action:

Ref. Overture 1.01

Lutheran Church—Cunada has since its founding repeatedly expressed the biblical fruth that life is
sacred, a pift from God {Cf. Resolation 88.3.04: “We consider the unborn 1o be persons in the
sight of God, and since abottion is the taking of a human life, it is not a morally justifiable option
except ) preserve the life of the mother, in which ¢ase it becomes a choice between the fesser of
two evils, The church must offer alternatives to abortion, as well as compassion and forgiveness to
those affected by i1.”); and

we continue to gee our society showing a disregard and denial of the clear leaching of the Holy
Scripture regarding the sanerity af all human life; and

Scripture engourages us W “Open your mouth for the speechiess, in the cause of all who are
appointed (o die.” (Proverbs 31:8 NKJV); and

the designation of such a date on the LCC calendar would encourage pastors and congrepations to
consider the importance of lifi issues; therefore be it

that Lutheran Chorch—Canada designate the third Sunday in January as "Sanctity of Lile Sunday™;
and be it finally

that the pastors, congregations, deacons, smd lay leaders of Lutheran Church Canada be
encouraged to make use of appropriate materials available frum Lutherans for Life to educate and
inform the people of Lutheran Church—Canada abowt life issues, that we may give a clear witness
to the world regarding the sanclity of life,

Adopted, Session 2

Resolution 11.1.02a  To Confess the Scriptural Witness on Siem Cell Research

WIIEREAS

WIIEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHERLAS

RESOLVED

Ref, Overtores 1.02, 103, 1.04

there is a clear and necessary distinction between research involving non-embryonic stem cells
aned thal mvolving embryonic stem cells; and

rescarch that enails the use ol embryonic stem cells necessitates the destruction of a human
embryo to obtain them; and

the destmetion of an embryo is killing 4 human being; and
the Scriptures are replete with references showing thal God cares for and defends the weak and
fatherless (Dent. 10:18; Ps. 10:14; 68:5) and furthennore, that we are to “speak up for thos¢ wha

cannot speak fur themselves” (Prav, 31:8); and

the Scripures do not explicitly oppose stem cell research that does not involve destroying a human
emhryo; therefore be it

in our preaching and teaching we emphasize that it is God alone who gives life and who 15 o take
hurman 1ife; and be it linally
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RESOLVED

Action:

that the synod urge its members w give public witness sgainst the destruction of hurnan life in
embryonic stern cell research and distinguish it fiorn stein cell research which does not destroy
life.

Adopied as amended, Session 2

Resofution 11.1.03a  Ta Decline Overture 1.06

Reft Overmre 1.06 To Clarify The Doctrinal Basis of Luthcran -Church Canada

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

RESCLVED

RESOLVED

Action:

the concerns of this overture have already been addressed by two former Lutheran Church-Canada
Conventions, (Resolution 99.1.02A To Decline Overture 103 "To Reaffiom Lutheran Church-
Canada's Commitment To Qur Historic Doctrinal Stapnce") and (Resolution §2.1.07 “To Decline
Overture 1.09 *To Reaffirm Lutheran Chorch-Canada's Commitment to Our Historie Docetrinal
Stance™); and

the overtures cited above were declined because the fundamental Christian teachings of the
Lutheran Church are contained in our statement of confession in the Constitution of Lutheran
Chorch-Canada; and

the documents supporting the doctrinal position of The Lutheran Church-Missourl Synoed. as
adopted by Lutheran Church-Canada (Resolution 90.1.02% include all theological docuraents and
are not limited to specific documents as listed in overture 1.06: and

dissent from doctrinal rezolutions or doctrinal statements is governed by existing Bylaw 1.03c;
theeefore be it

That Lutheran Church—Canada encourage all congregaiions und pastors W continue studying the
various theplogical documents at the congregational, circuit and district level with special
cmphasis on “Chorch and Mindstry™, 1851; "Thincen Theses on Prodestination,” 1881; the "Bricf
Statement,” 1932; and "A Stuterment vn Seriptural and Confessional Principles,”" 1973; and be it
fimally

that we tespectfully decline overture 1.06

Adopied, Session &

Resolution 11.1.04a  To Clarify our Syned’s Positicn on Sam ¢ Gender Issues in Relation to

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

Church Life and Praciices
Ref Overre 1.08

it is the position of Luwtheran Church—Canada that Scdpture is the inspired, inerant Werd of God
and the only source and norm for doctrine, practice and teaching, and

seripture condemns the sin of homosexuality in both the Old and New Testaments: and

martiage is defined in Seripture as the lifelong union of ane man and one woman, hased on their
cormmon consent, freely given: and

we are called by God to remain faithfyl to His Wornd even in the face of societal pressures to the
conirary; and
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WHEREAS

RESOLYED

RESOLYED

Action:

there have been numerous legal challenges against other religions erganizations with regard to this
issue; therefore be 1t

Lutheran Church—Canada state publicly in Convention that its pastors will not perlorm same sex
marriages; and be it finally

that the Council of Presidents of Lutheran Church—Canada, in consultation with legal counsel,
develop policies with regacd 1o matters such as the usage of chuech facilities and hiting practices
s0 that our public wuching regarding the sin of homosexuality is not compromised.

Adopted, Session 6

Resolution 11.1.05a  To Decline Overture 1.09

Ref. Overture 1.09 “To Expand the Eligibility of Retired Pastors for Service in Synodical Boards

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

RESOLVED

Aciion:

and Cormnissions.”
Qverture 1.09 requires and amendment to the Stannary Bylaws of Lutheran Church-Canuda; and
Article XX1 of Luwtheran Church-Canada Statuary Bylaws requires thal wrilten notice must be
given to all members of Lutheran Church-Canada not less than thivty (30) days before the
Convention enclosing the bylaw or a summary specifying the general nature of such bylaw;
therefore be it

that Overture 1.09 be dechned

Adepted, Session T

Resolution 11.1.06 To Provide a Mechanism for Responses and Alternatives to CTCR Study

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

RESOLVED

Documenis
Ref, Overtures 1.05, 1.13, 1.14, Report 10 (CTCR)

the Commission on Theology and Church Relations (C'TCR) has been repeatedly directed by the
Synod te produce documents which will prompr stady and response, even though they are not to
be uaderstood as the Synod’s final and official position on i given matter; and

CTCR documents such as “The Public Reading of Scripture in the Divine Servies™ and “Pastor
and People Together in Christ’s Church”™ have raised concerns which deserve faller discussion
within the Synod; and

the desire to remove such study documents from the LCC website is understandabic in the absence
ol an effeciive mechanism for responses, critical questions, and the consideration of alternative
viewpoints; and

in consultation with our communications department the CTCR has discussed the possibilities for
gniablishing such a mechanism; therefore be it

that the CTCR, in consultation with the Director of Communications, provide for an effeclive
mechanism for responses to its documnents as a priority matter eatly in the coming iennium; and
be it finally
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RESOLVED

Action:

that such mechanism allaw {or the posting of quesiions and scholarly papers which may present
alternative vigwpolnis within the boundaries of our commitment o Sciipnue and the Lutheran
Confessions in the mberest of both synodical unity and a robust grappling with theological
questions affecting the life of our congregarions,

Adopted, Session 6

Resolution 11.1.07 To Encounrage Pastors, Deacons, Congregations and Schaols to Nurture a

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

RESOLVED

RESCLVED

RESOLVED

Action:

Missional Mindset and Develop a Missional Plan for Commuuity Ouireach
to the Lost

Ref. Overture 1.16

God hag given to [is Clurch His gifts of Word and Sacrament to *declare His glory among the
nations, his marvelous deeds among all penples™ (Psalm 96:3; of Matthew 28:18-20; 1 Peter 2:9-
143); and

Lutheran Church—Canada has always understood the nged to shars the Gospel of Jesus Christ with
all peopie, but especially with those who are spivitually lost {{Constitution Preamble, No. 3; Article
T, 2, 3 and

“In His Light, we see light™ {Psalm 36:9) and n tum we are “lo et our light shine before men, that
they may see our good deeds and praise our Father in heaven™ (Matthew 5:14); and

during the past 30 years, Canada has devolved from being a “churched culnure™ to being a “post-
church” culture with Stats Canada reporting that "“m 2004 over half of Canadians aged 15 to 29
and almoest 60% of all British Columbians, either had no religious affiliation or did not attend any
religious services.” (“Who's religions?” by Warten Clark and Granl Schellenberg in Canadian
Social Trends Surmumer 2006 Statistics Canada pages 2-9); and

some congregations and church workers in Lutheran Church—Canada have begun o respond to
ithis missional challenge by developing and implemeniing missional plans [or vutreach w the losy
therefore be it

that we give thanks to (God for the privilege He has bestowed upon every Christian of being
patticipants in His mission of seeking and saving the lost; and be it further

that every congregation and school of Lutheran Church-Canada be encouraged to “be courageous
enough o use every resource that God has given her to ensure that others will live with him
forever™ and to Yengage the world in such a saceficial manner that the unbelieving world will look
upon its dytng and say, ‘Ths wuly is the Bride of the Son of God'™ (From Convention Workbools,
A Wisgion Plan for the Twenty First Century” LCC 6th Convenlion, Kitchener, June 6-10, 2002,
page 4-24% and be it finally

that each District of Lutheran Church Canada set as a priority and provide the resources for the
nurturing of a missional attitude and litestyle amonyg God®s people.

Adopted, Sessicn 7
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Resolution ]11.1.08 To State the Position of L CC Regarding Homosexuality With Respect o the
Office of the Holy Minisiry

Ref, Owerture 1.07

WHEREAS Scripture condemns the sin of homosexuality in both the Old and New Testaments (Genesis 19,
Remans | and 1 Cotinthians 6); and

WHEREAS the qualificarions for the Oftice of the Holy Ministry do not penmit cvery person to enter this
Office, us St. Paul clearly states, “Therefore an overseer must be: above reproach, the husband of
one wife, sober-minded, sell-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, nota drunkard, not
violent but pentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. He must manage his own household
well, with all dignity kecping his children submissive, for if someone does not know how to
manzge his own household, how will he care for God’s church? He must nat be a reeent conver,
or he may become puffed up with conceit and fall inte the condemnation of the devil. Mereover,
he must be well thought of by outsiders, so that he may not fall inte disgrace, into a snure of the
devil.” {1 Tim 3:2-7), and

WIIEREAS having such criteria indicates that there will be those who are excluded from the Office of the
Holy Ministry; therefore be it

RESCGLVED that the Office of the Haly Ministry is denied to those who, by aclivity or word, deny the
Scriptural mandates conceming human sexuality.

Action: Adopted, Session &
Resolution 11.1.09 To Receive the CTCR Report on Cremation
Ref. Overture 1.10

WIIEREAS cremation has traditicnally caused concem among Christians because of its association with a
denial of the resurrection of the body; and

WHEREAS the practice of cremation has become increasingly common in Christian circles in recent imes:
and

WHEREAS the Central District in Convention in 2006 requested the CTCR to study the issue of cremation;
therefore be 1t

RESOLVED that the CTCR document *Cremation and the Christian™ be commended to the Synod for study
and response.

Action! Adopied, Scssion 6
Resolution 11.1.10 To Receive the CTCR Report on Vicars Celebrating the Sacrament in
Emergency Situalions
Ref, Overture 1.11

WHEREAS there has been inconsistent practice in LCC regarding the giving of permission to vicars to
celebnue the Sacrament of the Altar; and

WIIEREAS the 2008 convention of Lutheran Church-Canada asked the CTCR to prepare a document on the
question of vicars celebrating the Sacrament of the Altar in emergrncy situations; therefore be it
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RESOLVED that the convention receive the document “May a Vicar Celebrate the Lornd's Supper in an

Emergency Situation™ lur reference and guidance;

Action: Adopied as amended, Session 6

Resolation 11.1.11 To Encourage the Cong regations of LCC to be Proactive in L. eading People
into Bible Study and Confessional Study

Ref. Overture 113

WIHEREAS D C.F W, Walther declared, “To the ministry of the Word, according to divine right, belongs
also the duty [Amt] to jndpe doctrine, bur laymen also posscss thig right® (Thesis X on the
Minisiry); and

WHEREAS the duty to judge doctiine carries with it the obligation to know that doctrine; and

WHEREAS it is the Scriptures and the Scriptures alone which give us that Good News which makes us wise
umte salvation, and the Book of Concord which faithfully bears witness 1w thut Gospel; and

WHEREAS commitment to the Scriptures as the written Word of God and the only male of Faith and practice,
and ta the Book of Concord as & true and unadulterated exposition of the Word is a condidion of
membership 1o Lutheran Church—Canada; therefore be it

RESCLVED that Synod in convention remind the members of Synod (pastors, deacons, and congregations) of
the commitment to the Scriptures and Coenfizssions thal they have made; and be it finally

RESOLVED  that the members of Synod in convention encourage one another to recommit themselves to the
study of the Seriprures and of the Confessions on a regular basis, both puablicly in their

eongregations and privately in their homes,

Action: Adopted, Session 7

Resolution 11.1.12 To Decline Overiure 1.12

Rell Overiure 1.12

WHEREAS the CTCR has been requested ta explain the changes to questions in “An Cxplanation of the Small
Catechism” in the latest edition from Concordia Publishing Houge (CPH); and

WHERFEAS the CTCR is not responsible for these changes: therefare he it
RESOLVED that Overture 1,12 be declined; and be it further
RESCGLVED  that congregations concerned about theze changes be cneouraged to contact CPH directly.

Action: Adopied, Session 7

Resvlution 11.2.01 To Stimulate Recruitment of Servants for the Office of the Ministry and the
Diaconate

Ref. Orrerture 2,08
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WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

RESOLVED

RESOLVED

RESOLVED

Action:

Resolation

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

God gathers His people together in unity of faith ta carry oul the Grear Commission io make
disciples of all nations {Matthew 2K); and

our Lord has said, "The harvest is plentiful tur the labourers are few. Therefore pray earnestly to
the Lord of the harvest to send out tabourers isto his harvest” (Luke 10:2); and

for the sake of good vrder, and (¢ promute the ministry of the Church, Lutheran Church-Canada
congrezations walk together as a Synod; and

the recruitment and training of pastors (s 2 key function of the Synod (LCC Constitution, Article
111, #37; and

an impartant part of recruitment is the identification of candidates for the Office of the Ministry
and the Diaconale; there{ore be il

that members of LCC (i.2. its congregations, pastors, and deacons) take ownership of their
responsibility for providing suitable candidates for seminary and diaconal training; and be it
further

that our congregalions and pastors conlinug 10 cominit themselves 10 prayverfully encourage
suitable candicdates to consider serving God in the Office of the Ministry or the Diaconate; and be
it finally

that the Fresident, in consultation with the Council of Presidents, articulate ways and means ta
enhance pastoral and diagooal recruitment in the synod.

Advpted, Session 3

11.202a To Suppori the LCC Board of Directors and Synod’s Semivaries as They Respond
i¢ Resoluiion 08.3.04

the synod authorized the Roard of Divectors (BOTY) in Resolotion §8.3.04 “To Tmplement a Cost
Efficient Seminary Program for Lutheran Church-Canada;” and

the BOD established a Task Force to devise o cost-efficient seminary program; and

this Task Force presented its mdings to the BOD in the report, “lask Force on Cost-Elficient,
Sustainable Seminary Education” {Convention Workbaook, p. G.34-G.66); and

the Task Force presented to the board further projections of income and expenses for both St
Catharines and Edmonton semunaries untl the 2013-2014 school year; and

on April 14, 2011 representatives of the Boards of Regenls of the iwo seminaries and the BQOD
signed a Letier of Iotent cutlining the progress toward developing a “Memomndum of
Understanding and Agreement” (MOUT); and

the imention of these three parties was “to continue negotiations in good faith with a view to
developmg and entering into 2 written MOU by the time of the Syaod Convention in June 2011;"
and

these developrnents show the willingtiess of Concordia Lutheran Seminary, Edmonton, Concordia
Lutheran Theological Seminary, St. Catharines, and the BOD to work toward sustainable, cost-
efticient seminary training in Canada utihzing the existing two seminades ar their curreni sites;
and
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WHEREAS

RESOLVED

RESQLVED

RESCGLVED

Actinn:

in order lo effecuvely impiement Reselution (J8.3.04, many complex facters requiring extensive
negotiations continue to take place so that Lutheran Chwch-Canada will have cost-efficient
serminary training; therefore be it

that the synod i convention commend all pariies involved for their efforts thus far, and for their
commitment to continue negotiations in peod faith, with the Board of Directors retaining the
authority to approve and implement the agreements that are reached; and be 1t further

that we implore our gracious heavenly Father to direct all our decisions on this matter so that the
labourers which He provides for His harvest field may faithfully reflect Christ as the only Light to
the charch and world; and be 1t Onally

that Cvertare 201 “To Provide a Cost-Efficient Seminary Education,” Owverture 2.02 “To
Establish a Single Site Seminary Education on a single campus,” Overmrs 2.04 “To Declare and
Support Concordia Lutheran Seminary, Edmenton the Only Site for Seminary Education in
Canada for Lutheran Church-Canada. Overture 2.05 “To Decling the Plan Proposed by the Task
Force on Cost-Efficient Sustainable Scminaty Education,: and Overture 2.06 *To Consolidate
Seminary Education at (e Site” be respectfully declined.

Adopted, Session 6

Resolution 11.2.03 To Implement the Recommendations of the Viearage Task Force Report

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WIIEREAS

RESGLVLED

Ref. Overture 2.09; Convention Workbook, pp. (.26-(5.33

tha 2008 convention of Lutheran Church Canada sdopted Resolution 8.1 06 “To Establish a
Task Force 10 Review the Vicarage Prograny,™ which called for a review of the “practical training
of seminary students with respeet to lenpth, location, and financing of vicarages as well as the
mentoring and placement of vicarapes;™ and

in September 2009 g Task Force of clergy, chiwreh workers, and laity was established to study the
current vicarage progoam, to examine altemative vicarage fonnats, and to report back to the LCC
Board of Directors; and

the “Vicarage Task Foree™ has completed its mandite and has found that the vicarage program
dees not require a complete overhaul, but could be improved in certain areas; and

the Task Force has submitted 1ts final report to the LCC Board of Directors in June 20140; therefore
be 1t

that the Board of Directors affivm the recommendations of the Vicarage Task Foree, inchading the
development and implementation of a synodical system of subsidizing vicarages whereby
congregations, by a yvearfy assessment, contribute to a *Vicarage Placement Fund.”

Caost Estimate: $160,000

Action:

Adopted, Scssion 3

Resolution 11.2.04 To Explore the Development of a Program to Train Men and Women as

Missionary-Evangelists

Ref Overture 207
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WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

RESOLVED

REZGLVED

RESCLVED

Aciion:

our Lord called people like Jonah, Paul, Peler, Barnahas, Philip, Priscilla, and Aquila to be
migsionary-evangelists to theit own home communities and sometines to distant comniumnities;
and

our Lord continues to call women and men to serve as misslonary-gvangelisis to their own
communides and sometimes to distant communities; and

onr Lord says through 5t. Paul, that He has gifted ITis Church with Yapostles, prophets,
evangetises, pastors and weachers. .. (Ephesians 4:11, emphuasis added); and

the two Lutheran Church—Canada seminarics and Concordia University College of Alberta do not
offcr a missionary-evangelist training program; therefore be it

that the Board of Directors of Lutheran Church—Canada appoint an ad hoc eommittes to explore
the development of a tussionary-evangelist training program as pact of the LCC diaconate; and be
it further

that this committes present its findings and proposals to the Beoard of Directors of Lutheran
Church—Canada,; and be it finally

that the Roard of Dircctors report to the next canvention.

Adopted, Session 7

Resolution 11.3.01 To Commend the Districts for Their Recognition of Church Warker

AnNniversaries

Ref Overture 3.01

WHEREAS All three DHstnets of Lutheran Church-Canadi have similar practces of recopnizing chucch
workers who are celebrating milestone anniversaries of service to the Church; therefore, be it

RCSOLVED that ail three Districts be encouraged te include this practice in their respective policy manuals;
and be it finally

RESOLVED that the Distocts of LCC be commended for recogmzing the service anniversaries of church
workers.

Aciion: Adopied, Session 4

Resolution 11.3.02 To Evaluate the Cirenit Fornm and Counsider Alternatives
Ref, Owerture 3.02

WHEREAS wn some areas of DCC, [or various reasons, it s increasiogly diflicult 1o gel pastors and
congregational members to attend circuit forums; and

WHEREAS the establishment of circuit forums waus W conduct Distoct and Synodical business; and

WHEREAS the circuit fomumn “is the proup which aids the process of keeping conpregations, particularly the

lay leaders, deacons, and pastors, supportive of one anothet in their commaon confissinn and
mutually active in developing programs (ur the good of member congregations, in considenng and
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WHEREAS

RESOLVED

Action:

recommending new work, and (n suggesting improvements for district and synodical
programming.” (Bylaw 4.03.b); and

the work of the circuit forum might be accomplished in other ways: therefore b it
that the Commission on Constitutional Matters and Structure of Lutheran Church—Canuada
examing the nature, putpose and effectiveness of the circuit forum and make appropriate

recommendations for possible alternatives tw the next Synod Convention,

Adoepted, Session 4

Resolution 11.3.03 To Decline Overtures 3.02 and J.04

WHEREAS

WIIEREAS

WHEREAS

Refl. Overlures 3.03, 3.04

at the 1993 convention, a resolution to appoint a task force to study the nature and structure of the
Synod (Resolution 93.3.09) was approved and in 1996 this task force reperted oa its findings to
the Synod; and

the 1996 convention instructed the Board of Directors to act on this task foree report and 10
prepare recommendations to the 1999 convention.  Specifically, the Synod Board of Directors,
according to Resolution 963034, was directed to:

1. Follow up on the Task Foree Report by consulting with Thstricts and congregations and rostered
members psing the Task Force recommendations as one pussible model of vrganizational structure
to give direction to such discussion;

2. Address issues ol concern respecting the nature and structure of Svnod already expressed in
responsg t0 the Task Farce Report including;

a) the need for streamlining the structure of the church;

b} ensuring the delivery of an appropriate leve] of service to congrepations in all regions,
c) clarification of the roles of Synod and the Districis and iheir inter-relationships;

d} composiion of synuedical membership;

g) the future of functions currentty performed by the Beard of Higher Education; and

3. Prepare a report outlining its final recommendations and circulate this veport to districts and
current members of syned no later than May 31, 1998, These recommendations will be presented
to the 1999 Synodical convention for adoption.” And

in 1999 there wers a series of resolutions presented to the convention o restrucuire various
elements of Lutheran Clarch-Canada, These resolwtions ineluded;

a. Resolation 99.3.05, which gave the Board of Directors the suthority and the mandate to appoint
a committee to study the govemance of theological education it view of restructunng;

k. Resolutinn 99.3.08A, which gave the Beard of Directars the power to setve as the dacision-
making body of the Synod between conventions and spelled out the make-up of the Board,

¢. Resolution 99.3.08, which designuted the President of Synod as its chiet executive officer who
reports ta the Board of Directors of the Synod while m his ecclesiastical duties he reports to the
Synod in convention. This resolution also made all executive staff accountable 1o the President of
the Synod;

d. Resolution 99,3, 11, which reduced the number of mandaied councils, commissions and other
entities. It alsp eliminated elected programme boards, including the Board for Parish Services,
Board for Missions and Social Ministry Services and Board for ITigher Education and providked
appointed eommittees of the Board of Directors as needed. And
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WIIEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

RESOLVED

RESOLVED

Acton:

in response to the resolutions regarding structure adopted at the 1999 Convention, the 2002
Convention adopted Resclution 02.3.04 “I'o Adopt Changes o The Synodical Bylaws of The
Synod” which resulted in significant structura) changes to the Synod Handbook. These changes
mcluded the inclusion of Statutory Bylaws and numerous amendments to the Handbook. The
restructuring of the Handbook emphasized the importance of the Constitution which now reflects
thoge maners which are of utmost significance to LOC, numely the Conlession and Objeclives of
LOCC; the primacy of Conventions: the commitinent invelved in and consequences of membership
in LOC; the ecclesiastical responsibility of the President; and the fundamental principles to be
adhered to by the Districts; and

to rerurn to the Task Force Report of 1996 “Tor review and mnplementation™ would be to ignore
the extensive consultation, research processes and actions that were undertaken in response to the
Task Force Report and would ignore the will of the Church expressed in ¢lear resohutions passed
by Synod Conventions in 1996, 1999 and 2002, and

valuable lime, energy and resources would be misspent in revisiting the Task Force Report of
1290; and

according to the Handbook of Synod, there is already a process for the ongoing review of the
structure of Synod, to wit:

“in the area of simcture, the Commission on Constitutional Matters and Structure shall--

a. conduct a continuing review of the organizational stacture of the Synod, including its districts
and its cirgnits, and make proposals to succeeding Conventions for umprovemesny;

b. act as a resource committee to convention floor committees on all proposals to alter the
synodical structure;

©. serve as a fesouree committee to districts with regard to organizadional structure.” (Bylaw 2,103
a.) therefore be it

that Overtures 3.03 and 3.04 be respectfully declined and be it finally

that the CCMS conduct a review of synod structure taking inte aceount overture 3.03 and 3.04 and
report Lo the next synodical convention.

Adopted as atnended, Session 4

Resolution 11.3.04a  To Increase the Size and Shorten the Term of Office of Board of Managers,

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

RESOLVED

Worker Benefit Plans
Rel. Overture 3.07
the existing Board of Managers Worker Benefit Plans, consists of 5 members: and

siee it inception, thers has been a sipmficant increase in the size of the assets for which the
Board is responsible, and

the management of pensions and benefits has bocome increagingly complex: and

the present 6-vear wrm has been a dewriment Lo atiracting people to serve on the Beard of
Managers, therefiore be it

the size of the Board of Managers, Worker Benefit Mans, be increased from five members 1o
seven members and the lerm of office be reduced from six years to three years; and be it further
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RESOLVED That Section 2.231 of the Synodical Handbook be amended to read as follows:
“The Board of Managers - Worker Benefit Planz shall he appointed by the Board of Diivectors of
Lutheran Church—Canaita and shall be composed of seven members, at least five of whom shall be
communicant members of a member congregation of the Syvnod, as follows:
a. two rostered church workers
b. three 13y persons each of whorn shall have experience in either human resources, pensions,
health benefit programs or invesunent imanagement
. umg person from a Lutheran Church—Canada higher education institution
d. the treasurer of the synod.
The termn of office shall be {3) three years. A member, with the exceplion of the treasurer, cannot
serve beyond three (3) successive three-year terms, Appointments shall be staggered at the
determination of the Beard of Directors.”

Action: Adopied, Session &

Resolution 11.3.05 To Decline Overiure 3.05
Ref. Overiure.3, 05

WHEREAS descons are those wha hold a public office which 15 auxiliary to the one divinely mundated office
{1.e. the pastoral office); and

WHEREAS deacons arc certificd by the Church and placed on the roster of Synod as deacons; and

WHEREAS 1t 1s it appropnate that deacoens hold positions i the church that are eaplicily eserved for
members of the laity; and

WHEREAS at conventions, deacons are represented by advisory delegates from the dinconate, snd they may
als0 express their concerns about voting matters to the pastoral and lay delegates from the
congregations and circuits 1o which they serve; therefore be it

RESOLVED that overture 3 {+3 be respectfully decline:l.

Action: Adopted, Session 4

Resolution 11.3.06 To Review The Process for Nomination of Pastors as Cireuii Counselors
Ref. Overmure 3.06
WHEREAR the circuit Counselor is “the principal officer of the cireuit™ (Bylaw 4 03a); and

WHEREAYN the circuit Counselor deals not only with member congregations {Bylaw 4.17) but also with
paslors (bylaw 4.21); and

WHEREAS currently only congregations may nominate candidates for the office of circuit Counsclor, (Bylaw
4.11); therefore be It

RESOLVED that the process for the nomination for the position of cirenit Coungclor he reviewed by the
Commission on Constitutional Matgrs and Structure and dhat reconunendations, i€ appropate, be
submitted 1o the next Synod Convention for the necesgary bylaw changes,
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Action:

Adopted, Session 7

Reselution 11.3.07 T Give Thanks to God for the Servige of Emeritus Pastors

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

RESOLVED:

Action:

Bef. Overlure 3.08

the Handbook of Syiiod establishes the status of retived pastors: A pastor or deacon who has
retived after reaching the age of 55 or for reasons of total and permanent disability shall be eligible
for retention on the roster as emerims” (Bylaw 545, and

a rostered pastor - emerius 15 under the eeclestastical supervision of the chureh; and
by the authority and with the approval of 4 congregation, all ordained pastors whoe are on the roster
of Lutheran Chuirch-Canada in good standing may properly be requesied on a temporary basis to

administer Word and Sacrament apart from a ¢all to a local congregation (e, Seminary
professors, vacancy pastors, retired pastors, ete.); and

a diploma or certificate acknowledging the ordained and rostered s1atus of emeriius pasiors not
connected to a specific vongregation by a call is not necessary; therefore be it

that Lutheran Church-Canada in Cotvention reaffinm its recognition of and give thanks to God for
the faithful service of emeritus pastors.

Adepted, Session 6

Resolution 11.03.08a To Approve Appropriate Technologies for Conducting the Business of

WITEREAS

RESOLYED

Synod and Its Districis

Bef Late Overture 3.09

the CCMS was petitiongd o provide a resolution W enable the Synod and its entities o be able o
utilize appropriate technologies for the conduct of its business; therefore be it

that the Bylaws of Synod be amended to include the following:

2.77 1Ise of Technaologics for the Conducring of Business

Any authorzed individual may pacicipawe in o meeting of a Boand, Committee, Commission, or
other body or entity at the Synodical, Distrigt or Circuit level, other than a Convention, by
telephone ot ¢lectronic eorrmunication facilities provided that:

a.  All persens participating in the meeting are able lo hear or vtherwise communicale
with each other;

b, Wotice of the fact that such meeting is being o may be held in whole or in part by

telephone or clectromic communication bas been provided to each participant in

accordance with the notice provisions for such meeting.

The Chair of the meeting shall have the respensibility to ensure that all individuals

not physically present have proper access in order to participate by telephone or

clectronic communication;

d.  All individuals participating by such means shall be deemed 10 be present al such
meeling,;

e. A meeting conducted in the manner described in this subsection will be valid and
cffectual.

o
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Action:

Adopted, Session 6

Resniution 11.4.01 To Receive St. Paul’s Bergheim Evangelical Lutheran Church Ine.,

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

RESOLVED

Action:

Bergheim, Saskaichewan into Mcembership in Lutheran Chureh—Canada

Ref. Overtue 4.02

the congregation of St. Paul’s Bergheim Evangelical Lutheran Church Ine., Bergheim,
Saskatchewan has applied for membership in Lutheran Chureh-Canada; and

the constitution and bylaws of 5t. Paul’s Bergheim Evangelical Lutheran Church Ing., Bergheim,
Raskatchewan have heen reviewed by the Central Diistrict”™s Committee on Constitutions, and
approved by the Central Distnict Board of Directors; therefore he it

that 5t. 'anl’s Bergheim Evangelical Lutheran Church Inc., Bergheim, Saskatchewan be joytidlly
received as @ moember of Lutheran Chimch-Canada,

Adapted, Session

Resolution 11.4.02 To Receive Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church, Airdrie, Alberta into

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

RESCLVED

Action:

Membership in Lutheran Church-Canada

Ref, Overture 4.03

the vengregation of Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church, Adrdrie, Alberta has applied for
membership in Lutheran Church-Canada, and

the constitution and bylaws of Shepherd of the 11ills Lutheran Church, Arrdrie, Alberta, have been
examined by the Constitutions Comntmittee of the Alberta-British Columbia District and approved
by the Board of Direciors of Lutheran Church-Canada, ABC MHstriet, therofore be it

that Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church, Airdrie, Alberta be joylully received as s member of
Lutheran Church-Canada.

Adopied, Session 1

Resolution §1.4.03 To Give Thanks to God for the Teaching of C. F. W. Walther

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WIIEREAS

WHEREAS

Ref. Overmure 4.01
2011 marks the 200th hirthday of C. F. W. Walther: and

C. F. W, Waliher was a parish pastor, seminary professor, and the first president of our sister
synod, The Tatheran Church-Missouri Synod; and

in his oflice as pastor, professor, and president, C. F. W. Walther faithfully taught the Word of
(God in accordance with the Evangelical-Lutheran Confesgions; and

C. F. W. Walther's teaching on church and ministry, law and gospel, predestination among other
doctrines are sull valvable ta the church today; therefure be it
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RESOLVED

Action:

in this anniversary year that Lutheran Church—Clanada give thanks to God for the faithful teaching
ol The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod’s firsl president, . F. W, Walther and acknowledge our
indehtedness to him.

Adopted, Session 6

Resolution 11.4.04 To Reaffirm the 2008 Resolution to Establish a Chaplainey Service for the

Care of Church Workers and Their Families

Ref. Overure 4.09

WHEREAS the 2008 Convention resolved (08.2.02a) that within the following triennium the
presidett of Tutheran Church—Canada, in consultation with the ABC Distret's Task Foree for the
Care of Chorch workers and their Families, shonld establish an effective means of providing
specific, necessary care, guided by a "Family Systems” approsch so that church workers and their
families could be encouraged, strengthened and supported "so that their work will be a jov, not a
Burden” {TTeb 13 17); and
WHEREAY the synodical President appointed an Lnplemenialion Cormmittee w ascomplish (he
Cenvention's resolution; and
WHEREAS this Cormmitres shared with the synodical President its proposal for implementing a
chaplaincy service, and has had representatives further meet with the Coungil of Presidents to
share its vision, also providing a suggested budget; and
WHEREAS this Curnmittee has received the response that there are no funds available o
enact resolution O%.2.02a, and
WHEREAS this Comemittee has continued Jts efforts wo demonarmrate the value of a "Family
Systems” approach to the care of church-workers by means of several significant workshops held
in the ABC District, receiving many positive responses trom thosze who have taken part; and
WHEREAS there have also been o vatiety of other good efforts made within the synod io bring
assistance, support and encouragement to its church-workers and theic famnilies; therefore be it
RESOLVED that the 201 | Convention reaffirm its commitmett to honour Resolution 08.2.024; and be it finally
RESGLVED that an appropriate budpet be made available by the 2011 Convention 1o the Implementation
Cornmines for the purpose of enacting the 2008 resolution
Cost estimate 810,000 por year
Action: Adopted, Scssion 7
Resolution 11.4.05a To Direct the Synod and ivs Disericts to Develop and Distribute an Annual Church
Workers” Compensation Guideline
Ref. Cverture 4.06
WHEREAS each District of Lutheran Church—Canada cirently researches and prepares their own annual

church workets compensation guidelines, taking into account their varicus regional differences;
and
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WHEREAR thete is, or should be, a desire in our church to see that cach worker in cach district is teeated faiely
and equitably in spite of those differences; and

WHEREAS varving methodologies in calculating church workers compensation from District to District may
resull in either [inancial advantage or disadvantage lor workers moving from Distniet w Disioeg;
therefore be it

RESOLVED that the Dhstricts, through their various appropriate departments, boards or committees he in
commumnication with ene another, and be encouraged W couperale 1o the establishment of
compensation goidelines; and be it further

RESOLVED that such guidelines, while acknowledging the ditferences in various regions of our church, seek to

be harmonized i such a way that workets are treated equitably, as they serve the Lord and His
church in the various places where He may lead them.

Action: Adepted as amended, Session 4
Resolution 11.4.06a  To Enceurage the Districis to Siendardize the Student Aid Program

Rell Overlure 4.03

WHEREAS currently cach District has eseablizhed and administers its nwn student aid program under ita
congregational services mandate; and

WHEREAS there are differences in the amount per student that is avanlable from Distriet o District; and
WHEREAS graduating students are placed by the Synod anywhere withun the three Dhslocls: and

WHEREAS the number of students interested 1n purswing a carcer witinn Lutheran Church Canada may vary
from District to District i any one given year; therefore be it

RESQLVED that the Districts standardize the LCC student atd program.

Action: Adopted, Sessinn 4

Resolution 11.4.07  Teo Give Thanks to God for and to Commend the Use of Liturgies et
cantiques lutheriéns as an Official Hymnpal of Lutheran Church—Canada

Ref. Overture 4.10, 4.11, und 4.12; Report 8 (Committee on Worship and Music)
Background

e ol the aims of producing Liturgies ef cantigues utheriéns (LCL)Y was o provide 4 common
liturgical and hymo vocabulary 1o enable LCC to worship and sing in both of Canada’s official
languages. T.CC's Commictee on Worship and Music completed its work on LCL with the
generous financial assistance of the Marvin M. Schwan Foundation, as well ag an anonymous
denor and lay and clergy volomteers, No comparable hymnal is currently available for French
speakers anywhere. LCL has been so well received by our congregations and missions in the Cast
District, by individuals, as well as by Lutheran churches in Hajti and Afriea thal the {irsi prinling
in 2009 sold out and & sccond printing was produced in 2010, Another fruit of this production is
that the Commitee on Warship and Music has hegon translating unigue French hymnody from
LCL im0 English te expand vur canon of bvmns.

WHEREAS the Synod's Commission on Theology and Church Relations has examined a field testing report
and has approved the doctrinal review of LCL; therefore be it
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RESOLYED that Lutheran Church Canada commend the use of LCL tor its Districts, congregations, schools,
and pther apencies as an official hymnal, in accordance with Bylaw 2.1.09; and be it fnally

RESOLVED the convention express its thanks to the Lord of the Church and to those who produced this
resouree by rising o sing Remdez grdee an Sefanenr (LCL 670).

Action: Adopted, Session 4

Resolution 11.4.08 To Receive ihe Three-Year Work Program of Syood for the Years Ending
January 31, 2012, Januwary 31, 2013 and January 31, 2014

Ref. Overture 4.13

WHEREAS the treasurer and Board of Direclors of Lutheran Church—Canada have prepared a proposed work
pragram for the years 20012-2014; and

WHERLCAS this work program can only be implemented by the cooperation and action of congregations,
Districts, and the solicitation and reecipt of necessary funds; therefore be it

RESOLVED that the Convention reccive this work program for infermanon, study and action by the Board of
Direectors.

Rasolution 11.4.09 Te Decline Overture 4.04

Ref. Owverture 4,04

WHEREAS each District currently operates its own church extension fund (CEF) under different regulatory
bodies in order to meet the needs of its reapective tembers; and

WHEREASR a synodical charch extension fund would poleruially have 10 report W and comply with no less
than ten regulatory bodies, resulting m prohibitive costs; and

WHEREAS national projects are being facilitated by Lutheran Church—Canada Financial Ministries with the
assistance of the three District church extension funds, and

WHEREAS District CEFs can mitigate loan risk by partnering with other District CEFs; therefore be it
RESQLVED that Overture 4.04 be respectiully declined.

Action: Adopted, Session 7

Resolution 11.4.10 To Decline Overture 4.07

Ref, Overmare 4 .07

WIIEREAS the Seriptores (Titus 1:5; 2 Tim. 2:2) and Tutheran history describe various means of assigning
servatts in the church to their particular field of labour, involving not only the choices of a local
congregation, but also the guidance of chose in the supervisory ministry of the church; and
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WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

RESOLYVED

Actian:

even the role of a loeal church (such as in Acts 1:21-26 where Matthias was elected as an apostle)
had less to do wiih the congregation’s preference and choice (than & passive sseiing out of the
Lord’s will in the matter, and

the needs of small and owlying congregations unable w promote themselves as well ag othors may
he neglected if congregations with greater resources Joom larger in the placement process; and

pastoral and diaconal candidates cquipped to promote themselves could easily receive multiple
calls, while other able candidates receive no calls in a placement system based primarily on
congregational choices;

the Synod’s Council of Presidents, acting as the Board of Assignments, is in a strong position to
assess the overall needs of the church across Canada; therefore be it

that Overture 4.07 be respecilully declined.

Adnpted, Scssion 7

Resolution 11.4.11 To Decline Overture 4.08

Ref. Overture 4.08

WHEREAS Digtrict and Synod conventiong as well as church workers® canlerences are paid Tor through
assessments of congrepations; and

WHEREAS differences in accounting for communicant membership are the responsibility of conpregations;
atnd

WHEREAS an assessment based on & percentage of cach congregation’s previous year's offering receipts
would intreduce numerons variables in determining the financial position of 2 congregation;
there [ure be 1

RESOLVED that Orverture 4.08 be respectfully declined.

Action: Adopted, Session 7

Resofution 11.4.12 To Receive Cross Pointe L utheran Church, Calgary, Alberta into Membership in

Lutheran Church-Canada

WHEREAS the congregation of Cross Pointe Lutheran Church, Calgary, Alberta has upplied for membership
in Lutheran Church—Canada; and

WHEREAS the consiitution and bylaws of Cress Pownte Lutheran Church, Calgary, Alberta have been
reviewad by the Alberta British Columbia District’s Committee on Constitutions, and approved by
the Alberta British-Columbia Diswrict Board of Directors; therefore be it

RESOLVED that Cross Pointe Lutheran Church, Calgary, Alberta be joyfully received as a member of Lutherun
Church-Canada,

Aection: Adopted, Session 1
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RESOLUTION 11.4.13 Te Give Thanks t¢ Conveniion Organizers and Volunteers

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WILRLEAS

RESOLVED

RESOLVED

Action

“Qur Lord lor every land” hus blessed our church with an identity that extends from sea to

shining sea;

the cycle of conventions allows us to travel this land to visit each distriet of our church in turm; and

we find in each and every district of our church faithful and dedicated warkers, who give of their
time, talents and treasures to serve our God in joy and hope; and

that service has onoe again been manifest to us in the many people who have worked to enable this
convention t¢ tgle place in Hamilton, Ontario; therefore he it

that the delegates, guests and visitors express thelr appreciation to our convention manager, lan
Adnams, the office staff of the Synod; the local arrangements committee, David Schutz, Brad

Smith, Macklem Sherman, and Kathy Birkett; our host congregation, Pilgrim Litheran Church,
Hatnilton; and all the many volunteers, pages and workers from the Hamilton Cireuit: and be it

finally

that the Convention show its apprecialion by rising and giving these dedicated workers o well-
deserved round of applause.

Adopted, Session 7

RESOLUTION 11.04,14

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

RESOLVED

RESOLVED

RESOLVED

Action:

To Thank God For the Diamond Anniversary of the Queen of Canada

Elizabeth the Second will mark the 60™ anniversary of her reign on February 6,
2012; and

the Canadian peaple, together with others in the Commonwealth and throughout
the world, have benefited from her example, wisdom and devotion to her tasks;
and

the apastle St. Paul enjoins us 10 make requests, prayers and imercessions “for
kings and all those in authority™ (I Timothy 2:1%; and

the burdens of leadetship continue to be heavy in this shallenging time;
therefore be 1t

that Lutheran Church-Canads publicly and solemnly thank Gad for the
servanthood of Her Majesty Elizabeth 1T, the Queen of Canada, on her diamond
anmiversary; and be it further

thiat our national office prepare prayers of intercession and thanksgiving and
encowrage local parishes across the county to include this anniversary in their

prayers close w its date of Febroary 6, 2012; and be it finally

that the President of Synod coovey the gratitude and wishes for blessing 10 the
Queen to mark this milestone.

Adopred, Session 7



Convention Essayist — Rev, Dr, Michael Semmler
(Video of the convenliom essays 1s available at www.lcovidea.net}

What do the peopie assembled in worship hear when
this Psalm ix read?

Psalm 36

Transgression speaks to the wicked

deep in their hearts;

there is no fear of Giod

before their eves,

For they flatter themselves in their own eyes

that their iniquity catnot be found out and hated.
The words of their mouths are mischiet and deceit;
they have ceased to act wisely and do good.

They plot mischief while on fheir beds;

they are sct on a way that is not good;

they do not reject evil.

Your stieadfast love, O LORD, extends 1o the
heavens,

vorur fafthfolncss o the clouds.

¥ onr righteousness is like the mighty mountains,
veur judgements are likke the great deep;

you save humans and animals alike, O LORD.
How precious js your stcadfast love, O God!

All people may take refuge in the shadow of your
wings.

They feast on the abundance of your house,

and you give them drnk from the river of your
delights.

For with you is the founiain of life;

i your light we see light.

O contirne your steadfast love to those who know
yﬂl.l,

and your salvation to the upright of heart!

Do not let the toot of the armogant tread on me,

or the hand of the wicked drive me away.

Thete the evildoers lie prostrate;

thaey are thrust down, unabic 1o rise,

Glory o (he Father, and the Son, and the Hely Spiril,
as it was in the beginning. is now, and will be
forever. Amen.

Luoiheran Church—Canada/Lutheran Chureb of
Aunstrailia

Lutheran Church—Canada was established as an
autonomous chureh at a constinting convention in
May 1988, The Lutherun Church of Australia
amalgamated from twe former synods in 1966 and
produced a Theses of Agreement.

Excerpts from: Recopnition of Relationship — A
Confessional Agreement between the

Lutheran Church of Australia and the Lutheran
Church — Canada.

{The document begins with a preamble and
background)

What we have in common

a) lm vur confessional basis

We recognize that we have nmiuch in common. We
have a commaon confessional basis, found at Article 2
of the constitution of each church.

LCA:

1) The Church accepts without reservation the Holy
Scriptures of the Cld and New Testaments, as a
whole and in all their parts, az the divinely inspired,
written and inerrant Word of God, and as the only
infallible source and norm for all matters of faith,
doctrine and life.

23 The Church acknowledges and accepts as true
cxpositions of the Word of God and as its own
confession all the Symbolical Books of the
LEvangelical Lutheran Church contained in the Boek
of Concord of 1580, namely, the three Ecumenical
Creeds: the Apostles: Creed, the Nicene Creed, and
the Athanasian Creed; the Unahered Augsburg
Confession, the Apology ol the Augsburg
Confession; the Smalcald Articles; the Small
Catechism of Luther; the Larze Catechism of Luther;
and (he Formula of Concord.

LCC:

The Svnod, and every member of the Synod, accepts
without rescrvation:

1) The Seriprures of the Old and New Testament as
the written Word of God and the enly rule und norm
of faith and practice;

23 All the Symbelical Books of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church as a true and unadulterated
statement and exposition of the Word of Gud, o wil:
the three Ecumenical Creeds (the Apostles® Creed,
the Nicene Creed, the Athanasian Creed). the
Unaltered Augsburg Confession, the Apology of

the Augshurg Confrssion, the Smaleald Articles, the
Large Catechism of Luther, the Small Catechism of
Luther, and the Formula of Concord}.

h) Tn our theology

We have examined a representative sample of one
another’s written documents. We have exchanged
seminary lecturers. We have held discussions
regarding the doctrine and practice of our churches.
On the hasis of oor respective confessional articles
and us a result of our discussions, we find no
disagreement belween the doctrine and practice of
the churches. Therefore we joyiully acknowledge and
record our understanding that we enjoy a
confessiona! consensus, which expresses itself in the
tollowing ways:

13 Both churches have a common understanding
regarding the person and wark of Christ, and hold
that the doctrine of the sinner’s justification



52

before God by grace for Christ®s sake through faith is
the central and most impottant tcaching of the
Christian faith.(1.CA, Theses of Agreemenl, L4(b), 4
{e) (i), LCC, CTCR, _Theses on Justification* .}

2} Both churches bejieve that the holy Scriptures of
the Old and New Testaments arc the inspired and
infallible word of Ged, the only source and nerm of
Christian doctrine and life. {LCA Constitution,
Article 1L, 1; Theses of Agreement L | and 2; LCC
Constitution, Article [1.2)

3} Both churches confess the three ecumenical creeds
and subscribe to the Lotheran confessions contained
in the Book of Concord of 1580, because they are a
true exposition of the word of God. (LCA Theses of
Agreament T, 4; LCC Constitution, Article 11.1).

4} Both churches held that the church universal is the
pevple of God, called to faith in Christ and sanetificd
by the Holy Spirit. The church is also those true
belicvers gathered around the word and the
sacraments within a local congregation. (LCA Theses
of Agresment V.)

5) Both churches hold that the mission of the chorch
is to proclaim the forgiveness of sins to a lost world.
Acts of human care (social service) are a natural
eapression of the church®s compassion, but are not a
substihgte for its divine mandate to 2o and tell. {LCA
Constitmion, Article 11T {a), and The [nvolvement of
the Church in Social and Political Problems,
paragraph |; LOC CTCR _The Mission of the
Church in the World.)

¢} In our mission context

1) Both churches are relatively new, with few
declared affiliations.

21 Both chuorches are similar in size, with a far-flung
membership clustered in relatively small
congrogations. Bath exist in Commonwealth
countries.

3} Both churches are pfaced in Western multi-
cultural, pluralistic societies with all the difficuliies
and challenges that that presents.

Farameters of our relaiionship

a) The relationship between our two churches is
understood as living and growing, Bach church has
the right to iniitate further expressions of this
relationship, or to withdraw from various aspects of
its cxpression an any time.

b} The relationship in no way impinges on the
autonomy of the two churches. Tt is recognized that
either churck might wish to enter into special
relationships with a number of different churches for
a varely of reasons. It is possible that we hoth might
have a different relationship with the same church.
The relationship which we wish to explicate at this
time is meant for our two churches alone. It should be
seen as neither inhibiting nor encouraging the

Lutheran Chuech of Australia or Lutheran Church—
Canada in unilaterally developing relationships of
different kinds with other churches,

<) On the other hand, given the closeness of the
relationship we are enteritig, the intentions of either
churgh to enter into new relationszhips will be shared
with the ovther vpenly and honestly.

d) Furthermore, in the interests of the vitality and
growth of the relatienship, we commit oursclves o a
periodic review,

Theslogical and pastoral implications of our
relationship

On the basis of our commaon confession, the Lutheran
Church of Australia and Lutheran Church-Canada
propose o express our relationship by making

the follgwing possible:

&) The calling of ordained pastors from one church to
the other, without additional theslogical study,
subject to procedures and provisions of the two
churches.

b The calling of certified seminary graduates of one
church into the siher church, subject to procedures
and provisions of the hwo churches.

¢} Participation in pastoral exchanges of limited
duration between pastors of the two churches, in
accordance with procedures and provisions of the two
churches.

d} Opening of pulpits to visiting pastors from the
other church, assuming that the oversight required by
the host church {5 undertaken.

) Opening of altars to members of the other church,
recognizing the need Lo exercise pastoral
responsibility in accordance with the practices of the
host church,

f} Participation in joint mission work, including the
entrusting of personne] 1o cach other's churches,
subject to procedures and provisions of the respective
churches.

g} Participation in other joint ventures, in such arcas
as education, publication, or evangelism,

h} Participation in theological cducation through
exchange of faculty and students, including vicars,
subject o the policies ol the respeclive educational
Institutions,

1) Engagement in theological discussion, as
opportunity arises, and the exchange of theological
information and literature.

J} The sharing of information, both on the level of
leadership as well as the wider chureh,

k) The continuming exchange on the part of church
representatives, both in comespondence and in
persun.
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Conclusion

We commend this mulual #xpression of aur
recognition of relationship to the blessing of God,
asking him to strengthen us in our layalty 1o him and
to his Scripmorcs and to the Tutheran Confessions,
and in our willingness 1o be his people In ministry
and in mission.

{This document was adopted by the General Synod of
the LCA in 1963)

Roath Churches szek the light ([N YOUR LIGHT WE
SEE LIGHT) in the Holy Scriptures.

Tlave we made good use of this?

The: LCA has and continues to front the matter of the
ordinarion of hoth genders (is it permissible?}, infant
communion, human sexuality and spiritual wartarg
{inciuding deliverance ministry). If we approach and
study the Scriptures for this as wo did in mateers of
difference during our church amalgamation
discussion we will build on the past and set curselves
up for the future when we need to face the challenges
of same sex blessings and all manner of bioethical
questions we have not even contemplated at this time.

IN ¥OUR LIGHT. Are we obstructions to the light
of God“s Word in a Church which professesto be a
‘Seripture alone” Church with the filters with which
we hear the Word of the Lord?

Hearing Scripiure

‘How da we hear Scripture® is the question befors
the LCA at a Symposium mid-October this year at
which LC-C theologians will be guests.

The thres topics, all from presenters and responders
outside of the Lutheran Church of Australia, are:

I. Thelogical Hermencuties

How does Lhe evangelical Lutherzm Church derive its
practice from the Scriptures in issues such as Infant
Communion, exoreism/the minisuy of deliverance,
the office of president/hizhop, the ordination of
waomen, the diaconale and the blessing of same sex
unions?

2. Sctiptore and context/culture

The revelation contained in the Scriprures has been
given in specific historicul, geographical, cultural and
social seitings raising issues such as whether specific
settings limit the meaning and application of texts
and how do we avoid the danger of reading into the
Scripures the agenda and assumplions of our owm
context?

3. The law-gospel distinetion and the intcrpretation of
Scripture

This is to mclude whether the henneneutical
principles that under gird the arpument i favour of
the ordination of women ate necessarily the same as
these depioyed to justify the ordination and blessing
of samc sex couples?

[N ¥YOUR LIGHT WE SEE LIGHT.

Baptismal Rite

*¥pu are the light of the Waorld, Let your light shine
ta the gloty of God the Father®

‘Because you belong 0 the Tord, you are in the light
S¢ live as a child ol the light®.

Church Ritgs — Haly Baptism — Lutheran Church of
Australia

‘Receive thiz burning light 1o show that you have
receivad Christ who is the Light of the world. Live
always in the light of Christ, and be ever watchiful for
His coming, that you may meet |lim with joy and
cnter with Him into the marriage feast of the Lamb in
His kingdom, which shall have no end”.

Lutheran Service Book  Holy Baptism  Lutheran
Church Missouri Synod

‘A presentation of a candle is another optional
feature. In ancient times haptism was called an act of
enlightenment and the newly baptized were called
‘the children of light’. They had been led out of
darkness to him who is the light of the world, They
were now to shine as tights in the world and in the
darkness that had previously enveloped it and them.
They were now also ‘candle bearers’, on their way to
meet the coming bridegreom with their lamps
burning brightly. Enlightened, they continued

their baptismal journgy towards iis destination, the
light of heaven’.

INustrations

The William [{olman [ lunt picture, famous as it is,
portrays the thorn crowned Lord Jesus Christ, lanterm
in hand, knocking at a closed door. A friend of the
artist while praising the meril of the pamting is sad
10 have pointed out what he considered an omission
or oversight — “You have put no handle on the door’.
Hunt quickly replied *You forget — the handle is on
the inside’.

The picture is titled ‘The Light of the World® and is
hased on Revelation 3:20 (and John 1:9)
Anvnauthentivated story is thal of un old sigmalman
responsible for a rail crossing. Ung night a motorist
was ron dJown by a train. Subsequently the old
sigmalman in charge was summoned o appear in
court. Alier an inlense cross examination, he was siill
unshaken, He said he had waved his lantem
frantically, but te no avail. The following day the
superintendent of the line called him into his office.
“¥ou did wonderlully welt vesterday, Tom’, he said,
‘I was afraid at first that you might waver®.

‘Mo sit”, replicd Tom, “but 1 was afraid that old
lawyer was going to ask me whether or not my
lantern was lit?”  Sonday School Times.

Lake Ontaric is not a siranger to lighthouses,
Mestled on the south bank of the Butlington Canal is
such a light house. Shipping access to Hamilton®s
harbour is provided by this canal. At first two small



lights were installed at the entrance so that vessels
could negotiate this dark stretch at nighi,
Apparently scavengers and scoundreis were not
averse 1o sening up false lights to run unsuspeeting
ships aground hoping te retdeve lost carge from
wrecked ships. {You can feel 2 sermon coming onl)
A wooden light house was constructed in 1837, A
srrong wind scnt a vesscl seraping the sides of the
pier and the sparks fgnited the dry wood which
quickly produced a fire destroying that light house,
The year was 1856, In 1858 Burlington Bay Main
Lighthouse was completed, fireproof, brick walls and
limestone 7 feer thick at the base. The Tight would be
sourced from a new fuel. No new wine in old
wineskins here. Rather than from whele oil, coal oll
fuel was used. Deactivated in 1961 this lighthouse
has been consigned to be a curiosity of history,

Of interest, but of noe future value or relevance,

And the Chiristian Church? (More setimon foel!)
For many of us in Western society it applies, this
sense of historical curiosity, but for LC-C mission
ventures where the first love of the gospel is still
fresh and strong, in the Ukraine or Nicaragua that
would 110 be the case,

The 20th anniversary of the Alpha and Omega
Student Centre in the Ukraine, encouraged the
acknowledgement of the light that has shone {for 5
students to 3000 and looks to shine ever maotre
brightly. Your President, Dr. Bughee, said 'You were
the people whom God used to help us enter the
former Soviet Unien for missionary purposes.
Through cur invelvement with you the 1.ord opened
many other doors and gave us parmerships that
continte to take root and bring us gladness’.

You have chosen at this Convention o have vour
thems from Psalm 36 — in vour Light we see light,
And you have given practical application for local
congregations in this area around Hamilton with the
opportunity to invite lapsed or non-Christian
Mends to a concert, ' Al Home with Tara Lyn’,
designed as an outreach event. Unlike heaven,
hivwever, the seatimyg at this coneest is limited.

The Nature of Light

In the Old Testament, light characterizes natural life
and also spiritual life. God of Light enfolds himself
in light (Ps 104:2). He is the light of the righteous
(Micah 7:8). In his light we see light (Ps 36:9).
Mumination is by the word (tocah). Y HWH 15 the one
who canses his light to shine (Job 37:3). Light
denotes a relationship. Light is a term for life in the
absolute sense and equates with satvation (light and
life}. Ps 36:9, 56:13. To see the light is 1o Live {Jab
316, 33:28, 30}

YTIWII is the sovereipn Lord of light and darkness
{Amos 5:8). Light is hiz sphers or garmenl (s

104:2), Light is YHWH in action {Ps 44:3). Light is
siven out from his conntenance (Ps 4:6) and in the
cloud (Toh 37:15), the fiery pillar (Ps 78:14). YIIWH
irradiates Hghr {Hab 3:4}. Henee no darkness can hide
from him (Ps 139:11). Ged brings what is hidden to
bight (Job 12:22, 28:11).

In shining on vs light discloses iself, Tt clearly
reveals darkness as decidedly as it dispels the chaotic
darkness. Without light there is no life. It hoth gives
and sustains hife.

‘Lhe nature of light {s such that it gives us sighe of
itself, ourselves and all that surrounds us, namely the
world.

We see in the light and with the lighi

Withowt light there is nothing to see. In fact, apatt
from light there 15 no sight, ne seeing.

A5 we consider the first part of the theme IN YOUR
LIGHT we would do well 1o 12t this reality mform us
of what we are dealing with when we proclaim the
gospel and just what approach we may bast take
when we witness (reflect that light) to others,
whether in outr family, among our friends, at work, in
social settings or whether we are working to
influcnee public poliey for anciery.

S0 oflen we expect others lo understand us. We think
that we have 1o prove God when they are obviously
skeptical or impervious to what we see clearly,

How can we he faithful bearers of the light so that
they o may see?

When the divine touches the human in the real
presence n Holy Communien, in the Scripture in our
language and culture, in saint and sinner, in two
kingdorms, in true

God — true man in Jesus Christ, we have a crealive
dyvnamic tension, but even more than that, we have
the peace of God beyond human wnderstanding
{and misunderstanding).

resence of God

The verse (v3) on which the focus of this Convention
is 5ot is 4 referenge w the 1ife God giving presence of
God himself in his temple {or the benefit of mankind.
In a pagan sefting it is understood that a ped can be
present in a certain dedicated place with ongoing
aceess to that god through idols. An idol being the
visible fave and presence of a god.

God‘s appearance o Tsrael was @ veiled and “hidden
appearance’, 4s in a cloud at Mt Sinai.

Again @t Mt Sinai (Bx 20:1-17), God “appeared*
through the ear in wn words rather than 1o the cye,
unless you consider the tablets of stone to be a visible
manifestation,

Moses® people needed *polaroid sunnies® to even
elimpse Moses and yet all he saw was the “back of
{God’', so to speak,
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‘Then the Lord spoke to you out of the fire. You
heard the sound of words, but saw no form; there was
only a voice” {Deut. 4:12 ¢f 32-33, 36}

Deul 5.4 considers the episodes of God speaking out
of the fire to Isracl in Moses’ time as a face to face
encounter. ‘The Lotd spoke with you face to face at
the mouniain, out of the fire’.

But such was the encounler that Moses stood
between the Lord and Israel (v3).

This is all part of the rich background for the "Word
made flesh’ in the gospel of John,

The very name riven o God YHWH, confirms the
avcess [sragl had to God. Ongoing access for them
was through his word and his name.

Leviticos chapter 8, where Aaren’s priesthood is
inanpurated the ongoing revelation of God's glory
with access to his grace and blessing in the divine
service at the tabernacle and temple is established.
(v22} “Aaron lifted his hands toward the people

and blessed them. ... and the glory of the Lord
appeared to all the peaple”.

We are familiar, along with the church of all time,
with the Aaronic benediction of Numbers §:22-27.
Week after week we go to our callings and stations in
everyday lite, not with a pious wish, bat the actual
blessing {or our daily cares and responsibilities, our
times of languish and laughter,

Righteousness of God

The Lord*s appearance {light) on different people in
different circumstances and on of God different
oceasions discloses graece and deliverance to the
righteous, and wrath and judgement to the wicked
{e.g. Psalm 68:1-3; 7).

God gives his own righteousness 1o those who coms
into his presence at the temple in a state of nitual
purity {Ps 24:3-5).

God's righteousness delivers people from enemy
oppression {Ps 36:24); defzat in battle (Ps 98.2),
death and destroction (Ts 119:40%; false aceusation
{P3 31:1); exploitation by the wicked {Ps 71:2); sin
and sickness (Ps 65:5) and chaos and darkness (Isa
45:19).

Ood's rightzousncess is his power for good on carth,
God's people are granted life (Prov 11:19) and freed
from death {Prav 10:2).

Peace, harmony and wellbeing (shalom) are prodnced
{1sa 32:17) and protection from destruction (Prov
13:0) is effected.

Mations are lifted to a healthy state {Prov 14:34% and
pecple have their lives kept blameless, their paths
straight and level as they go on thelr way (Frov 11:3).
N YOUR LIGIT we as God*'s peaple gitted with his
righteousness, walking cach day n baptismal
forglveness involve curselves and maintain that

which is in harmony with God in our natural and
social contexts.

“The righteous’ relers (o those whe are in a right
relationship with God, with each other, living out
reconciliation and in confession and forgiveness,
walking rightly in the material world.

Within the order of creation, the right behaviour of
peeple stems from what Goed has done.

This is all now possible while still in the sin-
disrupted and fallen world because of the atonement
for sin gained by the Son of God.

In God's light, righteousness and justice are
connected and it is th]s eonnection which ofTers a life
— mainlaining power also in moral order and natural
law where infustice has poisoned the heart of
commuiity (Hos 10:6). The Lord rains rightecnsness
un us (1sa 45:8) and that s what we sec in his ighe.
Light is frequently used a s metaphor for God's
presence in grace {ci Ps 4:6, 27:1, 36:9, 56:13, 67:1-
2, B0:1-3, 7,19, 8411, 89:15).

“Your word is w lamp to my fect and a light to my
path’ (Ps 119:105).

Warship in the (1d Testament

God's presence (light) in worship in the O!d
Testament Distinguishing themn (fom all other
nations was the presence of God in the midst of

his people in the tabernacle {Ex 33:16, 34:9). No
olher nation could claim this real and indmate
relationship (Deut 4:7). Istae! was blessed.

It followrs that showld God withdraw his presence
(hide his face from them — Deut. 31:17, Num 14:42)
they would be left helpless without ligh ar sight in
hopeless, chaotic darkneys.

In the sancinary heaven touched earth enabling the
prayers of the people te reach heaven (Ps 11:4, 1
Kings 8:30).

Mo state as in a pagan temple would suffice or
distract the people of God or cover God*s light
beamed on his people. The wandering people of God
knew this presence in the Ark of the Covenant (Num
1d:14-443,

In a pillar of cloud (fod descended, appeared and
both concealed and revealed his glory light for his
people as they exited slavery for the promised land
(Ex 153:16, 34, ™Num 11, Lev 16, 1 Kings 8:10-1 1),
The fave of Moses as he spoke God's Word: the fire
which burnt up the offerings and the appearance of
the cloud at the tabernacle®s entrance lit the way for
the raveling people of God.

OF particular importance for us in the New Tostament
as well s the promise ol Gud 1o be present with his
sinful and rebeliions people in mercy and
forgiveness, just as it was for the Old Testament
peaple (Ex 34:9F).
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The name of God YHWH gave the way [or people 1o
access him in worship, {(How confirming, comforting
and important 15 our name comnected to God*s name
in llcly Baptism}).

While rejecting idols as a representation of his
presence, God spoke persomally of his presence at the
place of worship {taberpacle and temple).

The eyes and heart of God (I Kings 9.3, 2 Chron
7:16, 1 Kings §:29) responded to [sragl and
welcomed them into his light. Tlis ears were atientive
{2 Chron 7:15).

In the church of the New Testament God*s glory s
in Christ*s humanity (Johm 1:14) it is quite clear this
glory of Ged and vet it is still hidden.

From his baptism to his eesurrection, God's
appearance in Jesus Christ and his minisiry 15 a
bringing into the light the grace and wrath of the
Jodge and the Saviour to the whole of humanity.

The sight giving Light of the World (John 1:4. 8:12,
9-5 12:35} is to be found in the self-disclosing of
Jesus.

The Psalm behind ihe theme - Psalm 36

{1 acknowledge particnlarfy the ingights throughout
this presentation contributed by Dr John Kleinig,
emeritus lectarer Australian Lutheran College and
Rev Rob Sellars who sugpested some illustrations)
The senting for this Psalin is that of the congregation
celebrating the agreement of God with his people.
The problem addressed is thar created by sin which
has eroded belief in God. The contrast between the
man of faith and the man of sin is stark. The sinner is
the centre of his/her own atteation while the saint (the
righteons oned is in a relationship with God, that God
eslablishes.

Ti is the loving kinduness of God which s illuminated
above all else in the baltle between light and
darkness.

Cantemplative, didactic this “prayer song’ includes
statements of confessing clearly the faith {v9) and
making vse of wisdom (v3), It is worth noting that
the ¢losing verse (124 is in the perfect tense denoting
a fture under God's gracious care. Thar involves us
in the church today.

We tao Tive in a world where the ‘unwise” are under
sin and do not (cannot without his light) fear God (vs
143,

The joy of the psalmist in the loving kindness and
righteousness of God is lived oot today as we loo
walk in the grace of God in Christ.

By the gift of God the world in the darkness of death
is set alight by a whole universe full of the
faithfulness of God. And that reality embraces 4l
time and space.

The divinely nspired prophetic word of God is
whispered in the heart of the psalmist in his time
where the deep-scated rebellion of the wicked apainst

God is contrasied with God's extravagant mercy for
those made right with him.

Only the revelation of God can give insight 10 God's
condemnation of the wicked rebellion secretly
working inside of those who reject the merey of God.
Only the revelation of God ean give light to the
extent of the Lord's mercy,

Fuor purposes ol study, the psalm may be considered
in five sections.

vs 1-4 instructs about the character of 3 wicked
PErsom.

vs 5-9 conlesses the extent of and access to the
Lord's mercy in his house.

vs 10-11 petitions God for conmtinuing mercy and for
protection from the wicked.

v 12 declares the continuing downfall of evildoers.

The wicked person and bhis/her characier.
I.iterally wicked people set themselves ‘on a way
thai is mot good” {v 4b)

vz |4 use the following words for sin:

¥ 1 rebellion involves deliberate transgression against
God {pesha)

v 2 that which is wrong  crookedness and a
deviation trom that which is straight {avon)

¥s 3,412 sorcery, black magic, mischiet, iniguity,
hann and malice; well beyond the bland English
word *evil’ as used in translations (aven)

v 3 deceit, fraud, falsehood, betraval {mirmah)

v 4 bad and therefore evil as opposed to what is good
{ra)

A grim picure indeed. The only light here is that of
the reat condition of the wicked under the light of
(rod's judgement.

Due to proud self — delusivn, their own high self-
regard and self-flattering opinions the wicked have
no fear of God. Who needs God when vou arc your
own god? How can anyong know that there is a need
for a saving god unless light is shed on our sin?
Athelsts Irve as if therg wera no God, regarding
thernselves as the fountain of all that is good and
wise.

The seguence in these first four verses is ‘their eyes’
{v 1), ‘words ot mouth’ (v3}, way of life {v4}.
Self-delusion means ne awareness of one‘s own sin,
Deceptive and unwise speech leads to planned evil
and a dedication to a bad way of life.

1t is trufy ironical that a perception of our own
eoodness results in a loss of that which is really good.
When the apostle Paul {(Romans 3:18) teaches on
original sin we see the connection to this Psalm
which is used as a foundational text *There is nw fear
ol God befure their eves’.

You can hear this scetion of the psaln in these
words: *it is taught among us that since the fall of
Adam, all human beings who are born in the natural
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way are conceived and born in sin, This means that
from birih they are full 61 evil hasi and inclination
and cannet by nature possess true fear of God and
tue faith in God. Morepver, this same innate disease
and original sin 13 truly sin and condernns to God™s
eternal wrath all who arz not in turn bom anew
through baptism and the Holy Spirit.

Rejected, then, are the Pelagians (taught that ong can
be saved by an act of will aided by God's grace) and
others who do not regard original sin as sin in order
to make human nature righteous through natural
powers, thus insulting the suffering and merit of
Christ”. {AC Il Concerning Originat 8in — Kolb and
Wengert)

Here too we see what is behind Luther®s explanation
to the first commandment in the Small Catechism.
“We are (o fear, love and trust God above all things'.
Cnly the Holy Spirit can shed such Light on what we
know as *original sin’, as it is beyond the reach of
human reason, such i3 its devastatng depth of
depravity and datkness.

It is time o take stock of the rejection of the teaching
of ariginai sin (perhaps even in pur own churches) in
qur owa lives, to sav nothing of soeiery, Cur only joy
is in moralistic self-righteousness which is a non-
substitute for the good news of whar Gad has done 1o
pluck us [rom our impessible natural state.

God’s Mercy (vs 5-%)

“¥ou save humans and animals alike, O Lord® (v 8),
Such is the “steadfast love’ (chesed) of the T.ord
extending from the depths to the heavens.

{The word for man is * Adam™ and animals include
guadnipeds whether domcsticated or not)

God’s judgments are like a great abyss feven bevond
the English ‘great deep®). .

1o this seclien the general term for Ged {elohim in v
17 shifts to the holy, personal and saving name
(YHWEH), trenslated in NRSV as Lord, in verses five
and six.

The *steadfasl love of the Lord” is our new focus.

1t is the light that shines on us as the face of God
Tnoks with favour and kindness on us,

We may refer to it ag the Lord’s “unfailing Tove', b
it i8 £ven more inlense than that because it is the
Lord's mercy, his blgssing of loving kindness and
zenerosity,

The Lord provides 1o overflowing abundance, the
needs of his own.

Finally the Lord will come as Saviour.

Synonyms for this ‘'mercy” (steadfast love) are
“faithfulness® {5b), that is the Lord's reliability and
rruthfinlness in his Adelity and ‘righteousness’ (V).
The latter term talks of the hehaviour of our gracions
King and Judyge who makes just and vindicates us t
make us his,

We need 1o anach mercy to the word *judgment” (6b)
as well. Here our gracious God, who §s Lord, rights
the wrongs and cstablishes his rule that sustains us n
Lime [or eternity. He gets right down to the
ordinances Tor human life in society and creation
itscIf (cf Jerermiah 5:22-25, 8:7, 33:20, 23},

Far now we live in time but we are protected from a
deadly underworld of chiaos which can na longer
claim us.

‘The extent of God's mercy is in that he streiches out
his protection for us to include the animals and
keeping us all alive,

The preciousness of the Lords Mercy (vs 7-9)
The Lord provides at his temple — palace,

We have g safe-place. 11 is one of refuge and
pratection. We are like chicks gathered under the
warmih and protection of the mother bird.

The very best is provided bevond just plain
protection, As 1 Psabm 23, the table s decked and
the celebratory feasting takes place right in the
presence of, but just our of reach of, the enemy. The
very best food is provided, beyond the staple basic
digt ta the cichest delicacies — the best donk — not just
a cup of fine wine (or even a glass of Avssie red) but
a ‘river of delights’.

It was “wvery good’ said the Creator of the Garden of
Eden and he has na less delight in puradise restored
in his house in his divine service with access to
heaven here on earth. The food is beyond sustenance
as it is of eternal 1ife. The cup overflows with

the life giving nectar of the true and only God, Lord
ol heaven and earth and our Rescuer,

This is LIGHT. 1is source is the Lord Goed himself,
There is no other. it is abundantly beyond need. It
does not have such limitations, Tt is a blessing,

Fractical Conclusions (vs 10-12)

W¢ have been exposed to the psalmist's insight into
human sin and the merey of the Lord,

We join the psalmist now in petitioning for the
ongoing provision of mercy that we may remain
vindivaled and night in our hearts. And it is not just
for us but for those around us.

We ask for protection from the arrogant who are their
own gods and scck to squeezs life out of us and to
drive us imio darkness away from the Lord.

We take no pleasure in the eventual downfall of the
wicked, who choose darkness over light, but we arg
assured that the mischicf-makers, even in the Lords
presence in his holy place, cannot wuch us as they
are ynder the damning judgment of the Lord.

On a personal note, this is bitter sweet for me. What
moere could [ want than to cclebrate in worship with
thinse around me whom 1 lave and who love me in
family and friends? And whar about all who are



58

reaching out lor help and especialty those who don't
know they need this LIGHT.

Atheists who live as though God does not exist, have
deluded themselves about their own wisdom and
goodness and their values are perverted which means
their ability to discern is confused.

We thank God for pood government and the
oppottenitics given by democracy, while living in
both the kingdom of the dght as well as the left
where we are light in a secular world which has no
reason te accept our values outside of the Jight of the
Lotd, which cannot be forced upon them.

A good time to pause and to consider our tale in
pelitioning government (for which we give thunks)
and ocur responsibility to suppurl and yet influence
with light the policies which order society.

Think of matters legislated such as abortion,
cuthanasia, prosiitstion, same sex relationships and a
host of bivethical considerations facing society.

A society outside of the light of God attempts o
stand on its own feet and live as it pleases and is
threatened by the Lord and those who praise and
acknowledge him.

Rejecting the ordinances of Cod also means rebelling
against his mercy. And yet it is there in the light
begging them to depend on him for life.

For God 1o bring his mercy we all need to be knocked
off cur feet of seif reliance, given insight into
ourselves and then covered in the gentle clear rays of
his mercy. This retrieval from sin is the righteousness
of God and is entirely outslde of the comprehension
of those whose only reference is zelf and dark
worldliness even at its best,

Llow many of us, and we are it the light and saved,
can give expressions to this and reflect this mercy 1o
others? How can we understand i1?

Covered eyes

Fred Haollows was an ophthalmologist known for
restoring eyesight for countless people both in
Australia and overseas in less developed countrics. Tt
is cotimased thar more than one million people in the
waorld can see tnday because of his work, He began
his work outside of his ¢linic among Australian
aboriginal people in their communitics and treated
over 27,000 people. What concerned him was that
trachoma and other avoidable diseases were left
untreated and people were blinded unnecessarily.
His overseas woik centred around training local
technicians o perform eve surgery. [le manufactured
his own lenses so he could provide them at cost tor
the paliry sum of 510 Australian, In E493, at ihe age
uf 63, he died and was ziven a stale foneral.
Blindness in sin 15 of gpidemic proportion n our
society but there is a way ta rebirth a new sight. Tt is
costly as it cost the life of the Son of (God, Jesus

Christ. And vet it is free, The loving mercy of God is
his graciows gift 1o us in his son who dies on the
crass to overcome the darkness of sin, death and the
devil, for us — we do not pay for that. It has been paid
{or us.

We can only bring that Light to others when we stay
in “YOUR LIGEHT.

Fuzzy speak

1 den't know about Canada; [ can try 1o speak for my
own situation, In Australia there is a great syndeome
perplexing the membership of the modemn church,
Reing the sophisticated, intellectually orientated,
soaked in the concepls of business and motivation, of
visions and tactics, people that we are, we have
staged in recent times, a serics of workshops,
seminars, symposiums, forums, dialogues and
conferences Lo analyes a new manifestation of our
church.

We have moved from ‘letus pray”®, 10 ‘let us spray® 1o
eradicate the infestation.

You will be pleased w know that we have identified a
malady but have not settled on a final move. Loosely
it may be callcd *Repressed Reflectivity™ {it might be
known as ‘Impaired Projection Disorder®, or to
describe the fear of being a shining light,
‘Stellaphobia’ — or even *Busled Bulb Syndreme’).
You will be cven more pleased to know that we just
might have developed a strategy, complete with
tactics, 1o combat the infectious malady. A possible
Strategic Plan is to develop a program ol promoting
‘Personally Authentic Revelatory Luminosity’
PARL.

Our visian might be for *Moths (behemuths?) to
cume to the Lighl’,

(e mission, in the interests of ecological, socictal
and political sensitivity, would be 1o avoid the bold,
plain Tanguage of the Saxon approach King James
ordered for (he translation of the King James Version
of the Bible —that only lasted 400 years — for

more camounflaged contemporary concepts, to reach
people like ourselves.

Owr 1actics might be o join the culture with its
terminology (the lightly treading Tinkerbell approach
- like leaves gently composting in [all; using a term
such as “passed awuy’ for someonc who has died and
‘passed on’ to eternal life).

We may invite people to come to us and ceommodate
them in their comfort zong. In short mission “to send’
now becomes missionality, *to come’.

The baldest of our tactics to brighten the light
without adding to a carbon problem wil] be (o convert
the Wans family! 1t is to be done globally!

“Then God said, ‘Let there be light’ (Gen 1:3).
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To sum up, what we are asking for is that the
volunteer and employee personnet of ecclesiastical
organizations will be required te adapt a fluorescent
intentionatity. The public projection of their core
beliefs and values as revealed in their vision
staternents should possess a quality of mtentional
specificity commanding the concenirated atention of
a comprehensive anvay of sociztal sub-stratas, There
is to be a calculated suppression of personalized
charismatic qualities within the confines of private
conclaves.

And so mudificity and fuzzification continue,
Contrast: “You are Lhe light of the world. ...

let your light shine before others® (Matt 3:1311)
Daon't cover it up. Why would yon? It muodifies the
fuzzification!

Epiphany

For 190 many the Epiphany Season in the Church
vear has become bland. But such has been the
awareness of the Church through the ages that a
whole season nfthe Church calendar concentrates on
the mosl used word *miszion” and its development
*doing mission', *deing missivns' ‘missional’,
‘migsion statements’ and *new mission paradigms’
are all products of our enlightened thinking,

There is a problem when it is our enlightentnent,

Wrapped up in oursclves we make a very small
parcel. The theme is wisely and well chasen “in Your
Light, we see Light’. We do not create light from
sothung as God did in creation. There are no new
poals for this light. The church has always been in the
T.ight even when, as each age does, we cover it,
protect curselves against {t, and shade its
effectiveness. Thal happens when we get ourselves in
the way. And sometimes that includes our very best
and conscicntious intentions.

Right throughouet history the people of God have
found themselves among unbelievers.

Baptism is where this presentation began and it is the
Light that confirms us on our path where “we ses
Light'. As we move from the Old Testament to the
New, it becomes clear that *Your Light’ is revealed
in the real presence of God himsetf on earth.

It is Tor us when we have the words “for yon®, ‘given
and shed for you’. The very flesh born of @ woman
is the presence of God at the heart of the Church. 1t is
in Christ we see Light, He is the Light. (John 8:12)
The Liglt of the World.

We are sent into the datkness of unbelief to bring
people Light in their darkness, with the Light given
to us, and 1o keep them and ourselves in communion

with Christ. At the Lord‘s own Table we have the
life-giving, death defeating Christ himself in his
body 2nd blend.

The Light is in his rea! presence, not some far off ray
of an unknown and unknowable source.

Fathers and mothers bring their children for baptism,
and to the Lords Alrar, 10 kneel and o worship and to
receive Christ.

Mission statements are nol so new — although they
have become our own products neanced according to
our ynderstanding and too often shading the real
Light.

The season of Epiphany has the accusing finger of’
John the Baptist sending hearers into despair for their
untenable situations imprisoned in the deadly
darkness of sin. A promised land lost. Lizht comes
with the saving voice of God the Father who points
te his Son in the Jerdon river - from where the Holy
Spiril leads us dripping wet from our Baptism — no
lenger accused, but a people in the Lighl of new
srarts, salvation, rescue and life. The Light of the
World is also the Life of the World (JTohn 14:8).
Whatever siralegies or ways the Church devises 1o
address g particular culture, whateyer “fresh’
approaches may be engaged — none of these, whether
necessary or useful, must ever be permitted to shade
the Light.

We are in Christ and have crossed the waters of
baptism. That is the waters of forgiveness which take
us from the land of darkness, agony and desperation,
scparated from life because this 1and is without a
Saviour, into the land of Lizht, hope and life in the
irue Light, Christ. We dare never cover this T.ight
with our concactions or obscure it with our less than
clear lanpuage, even though we are to be *all things
to all people” (1 Car 2.2,

Being in the Light, we see light as we grow and
mature as God's people. We do that when we are
devoled to the Light in study, in praver and warship
and when we sing with the saints of all time in giving
‘glory to God m the Flighest’.

*Your Word is a lamp o my foet and a light to my
path® Psalm 119:105.

We are not called (o build aur own empires or
suecess stories but to follow Christ to Calvary and
then to the mount of Ascension, lcading us into
eternal glory.

(A greatr presentation on the Epiphany season can be
found in the January 2011 Forum Letter ¥oilume 40
Number 1, writtenn by Rev Paul Gregory Alms; it 13
titled *Epiphany: mission statement of the Church™
[t i5 not about me having ‘earthenality luminicity® but
aboul the Light of Christ — IN YOUR TIGHT:,
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Mind the Light

Jacoh Walker was the lighthouse keepor on Robbins
Recf off the rocky share of New England. 1le took iil
and died. His wife buried his body on the hillside
abowve the shore on the mainland, in plain view of the
lighthousze upon the reef. Then she applied for and
reccived the appointment as the keeper of the light.
All alone for twenty years she continued to do her
duly. A New York reporter decided to go out to get
her story. ‘Every evening’, she said, ‘1 stand in the
door of the lighthouse and look across the water to
the hillside where my husband sleeps.... [ always
seem to hear his voice saying, as he often said when
he was alive, “Mind the light! Mind the light! Mind
the light!” Across the troubled walers and the
crashing breakers of our time there comes another
voice fram that *preen hill far away, withont 2 city
wall® — a voice out of the blackness of earth®s
darkened day 10 us n the dackness and evil of our
day. And the message of the Son of God is the same
“Mind the lght! Mind the light! Mind the light!”
(Christian (bserver)

You are minding the light al this convention with this
theme based on Psaim 36, a psalm about the
“steadfast love of the Lord*,

It is a psalm which finds its place in celebrating
God*s faithfil agreement with us, his people. For the
Md Testament it was the covenant of God*s
requircments put simply in ten commandments — an
agreement which cannol be kepl.

The New Testament church will understand vs 5-9
only with reference to Jesus Christ. In him, God is
present as “the fountain of life’ (John 14:19) and the
defence agamst all powers that risc up against ‘the
glect” {Rom §:321).

For us the agreement that he will be our God and we
his people (Hebrews 8:10} is all one sided and cven
thoegh we break the agreement, he does nog, but goes
further and keeps it for us in Christ and attributes that
to us.

The psalm comes out of a serions problem created by
sin i regard o belief in God. The contrast in this
psalm is between the person of sin and the person of
faith. lifting up the loving kindness of God. Didactic
and contemplative this is a prayet song ncluding
staremeats of wisdom and confession.

M YOUR LIGHT WE SEE LIGHT. Ps 369

For Discussion

Multiple Choice

How many Lutherans does it take to change a lighi
(bulb)?

a, > as that is a good size for 2 committee?

b. Don't know, but let*s ask the ladies to run the
potluck.

¢. None. They prefer to keep out of the light and not
be noticed.
d. Other

e Dsalm 36:1-6. Discuss the light of God's word of
Judeement on our sociely. Whatl is our role over
against govermment?

® Psalm 36:7-9, Discuss the light of God's word of
grace [1 the divine service and our daily

devotions,

e Do our liturgies and worship reflect the light?
Having a strong pesition on theanthority,
inspiration and infallibility of Scripture, are we
lulled into 3 way of lite without really devoting
curselves to the light ziving word itself?

e Psalm 36:9-12. Discuss the light of God*s word
for the mission of the church to the world {Where
is our focus? Seif reservarion? Fundratsing?
Proppingup an nstitution?)

= What can we learn fram Psalm 36 when conflicts
break out in congreyations? Does the Light assist
us in confession and absolrtion? In reconciliation?

¢ What does the psalm say:

- to a sufferer with mental iNMness or depression?
- 1o & broken or dyslunctional marriage or family?

s What do congregarional members hear when a
Psalm like this one is read or sunyg during Lhe
tegular worship service?

Personal

‘Iransgressions sometimes appear with more power
than the *sieadfast love of the Lord”,

Without the cross of Christ, the darkness of Psalm 34
spoken into the darkest times of our lives would still
beg the question of what light is really being shed.
As we consider it under the cross, does perseverance
and persistence n mulling it over on our part or docs
patience play a role in our understanding?

Isn‘L it so that only in the darkness Tight can be seen?
Does not the crucifixion of Christ in the darkness
britg the light out of darkness as opposed to shining
in on the darkness from outside?

We articulate clearly the teaching of the visible and
invisible church. Do we believe it? What does this
psalm say to those whose warld revolves around
social nenworking through the infortation
technology of our day especially where the regular
worship service is seen a8 irvelevanl?

[low would we have dealt with being Philip iIn Acts
B? “Go aver to this charior and join i1, said the Tord.
*Look, here is water! What is to preven! me from
being bapiized?

W hat congregation will he join in Ethiopia? Could he
then come to Holy Commmnion? Who will record the
pastoral acts for the national churchs statistics?



Opening Service Sermen — Rev. Dr. Robert Bughee
“Ascension’s Lord: Still Doing and Teaching™

Text Luke 24:46-47

He inld them, “This fs what is written: The Messiah
will suffer and vise from the dead on the third dav,
dnd repentance for the forgiveness of vins wilf be
preached in his name 1o all narions, beginning at
Jerusalem .

In the Wamc of Jesus, Amen,

How foolish you are, and how slow ol heart to
believe... Jesus didn’t say that to enemigs, g said
it to fricnds, to the two Emmavs-guys in the last
chapter of St. Luke’s Gospel. He said it to men who
already had from God 2all the information they
needed. He said it to people who should have known
better.

You could hardly blame the Lord if He would pop
into a fow church services and conventions nowadays
and say it again, How faolish you are, and how slow
of heart Lo believe... [t's not just the faithless world
that deserves to hear this. Church people  like us!
would have to confess we deserve it, too. After all,
you also have from Gaod alf the mformation you need.
Afier 4ll, you and I - on many occasions and in many
ways — should know betier.

Even if there’s 2 sting in Luke 24 when we face our
shoricomings, there is also an ocean of love. Jesus
does nat simply criticize and leave you 10 feel bad.
I1e takes you by the hand. He gives you what you
need. On this day after Ascension and at the start of
our synodieal Convention, in two short verses He's
got focus, direction and encouragement Tor vou.
Ascension’s Loed is 5till doing and teaching among
us. This little text makes that so eleat.

L. Through the lens of these words, let’s have a pood
look at Jesus Christ! We could nse it. Confusion
about Jesus is nothing new. The two Emmans-goys
demonstrate that, don't they? Jesus of Nazareth. ..
was u prophet, powerful in word and deed betore
God and all the peaple, the said. The chief priests
and our rulers handed Him over 1o be sentenced to
death, and they crucified Him; but we had hoped that
112 wus the one whoe was geing to redeem Israel. We
had hoped that way. We clearly don't hope Iike that
anymore. He's apparently not the One. It's perfectly
vhvious that a suffering and crucified Jesus of
Nazareth can't really rescue anybody.

Trepeat: Confusion about Jeans is nothing new. The
Chrstian landscape shows you that practically every

day of the week. T'm aware of church circles in
which plenty gets said, far example, about the
develupment of tar sands in northern Alberis, or
about what a grave matler it is that people buy bottled
water. Such pronouncements are accornpanied by a
slrange siletce about 1ssues like sin, its
consequences, and the saving grace of God. [Fve
seen congregutions where there's no lack of talk
about the pastor’s personality or whather people
always like the music they're hearing, but litle focus
on God's Word and the priorities it lays out.

This is what is written, said Jesus. The Christ will
sufter and nise from the dead an the third day, and
repentance aml the forgiveness of sins will be
preached in His name to all nations, beginning at
Jerusalem. Jesus wants you to take a good look at
those things, to keep them strong in heart and mind.
A core troth about Jesus 15 that He came to our world
to be the Suffering One. He came as your Substitute.
The Suffering One put [Timselfin your place. He
endured the accusations and the guilty verdict, the
pain and the abandonment, the death and everything
else you by your sin had deserved.

And after He had provided purification for sing, the
Bible says, He sat down ar the right had of the
majesty in heaven. These are cornersione realities of
what Jesus Christ came to our world to do. He came
o suffer and dic. Then He was raised from the dead
by the glory of His Father. He was declared with
power to be the Son of God by His reswrection from
the dead. You're not just to intellecally accept
these teachings and then file them away with the
archives. The Lord's apostles never got tired of
tefting these things over and over to anybody willing
to Tigten, as St. Paul said: TTe was delivered over to
death for our sing and was taised to life for our
Justification, in other words, to get you a “not guilty™
verdict from God.,

He did not come first of all a3 2 social reformer,
although Jesus Christ can transform human
relationships. He didn’t set oul primarily to fix
economic policy, even though people who know Him
well will handle wealth and maney in a fresh new
way. On the day of His Ascension Jests Christ was
clear about the work 11e came w do. He came to
suffer, o die and to be raised again. That's how [1e
came o pive Hig life as a ransom for many.

i1 Ity the text verses before ws Christ not only made
clear what He came to do. He's also clear about the
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work we have to do! Hear Him agamn: This is what
is written. The Chnist wil] suffer and rise from the
dead on the third day, and repentance and the
forgiveness of sins will be preached in His name to
all nationg, heginning at lerusalem.

1t"s not the church’s task 1o malke big public
PLOTICUNCEMENTS ON every issue making the news,
It"s not the primary mission of the Holy Christian
Church to re-structure society or io combine every
politically correct idea out there with a little bit of
religious terminology so that the Chureh’s poals luok
pretty weil identical to the goals ol some social action

EToup.

Nor do we Chrtstians have final responsibaliy to lum
people’s hearts and make them beligve the truth of
whal we say. We're called to sound the Gospel, the
apostolic Gospel, the Biblickl Gospel of Christ
erucified and raised again. We're called to invite
people to repent, to twrn away frum sin and towacd
the One Who gave His life 2 ransom for many.
We're called to sound this Gospel with that holy
blend of bold confidence and deep humility; bold
confidence, because we're persuaded it comes from
God and beeause in the Holy Seriptures He has
revealed it clearly; but also deep humility, because
we know we're no better than anybody else and that
we personally have hope anly beesuse of the
bhotomless merey of the Lord.

Repentance and the forgiveness of sins will be
preached in His name to all nations, beginning at
Terusalem. That's the work of the oneg holy Christian
amd Apostohic Church, Jesus made clear, to preach
repentance and the forpiveness of sins, Beginning at
Jerusalem, He added.

Think ahout what that means. ferusalem was an
undeserving place, wasn't it? Jesus Himself had said
about Jerusalern, How often Tlonged to pather your
children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under
het wings, hut you were not willing. In Jerusalem the
estublishment shut Jesus out, accused Him of things
He never did, got Him condemned and crucified. 5o
Jerusalem was also a resistant place. Yet in holy love
Jesus Christ commanded that Jerusalem be sincerely
offered the message of mpentance and the
fargiveness of sins, Whether the apostles and other
believers thought that made a Lot ol sense, whether
they were always totally comfortable with it wasn't
the point. The Lord told them to aim His Good News
at the world as they found it, beginning in Jerusalem.

Canada 2011 is a tough assignment for the church,
tao, In case you didn't totice, The reasons may he
different. There’s a certain Christian heritage in our

Fand where people ars used to seeing churches and
the trappings of the faith, but oftcn won’t give the
Gospel an honest hearing precisely because they
think they already know what it’s all about, even if
they in [uct know very lillle of it. The setf-absorbed
mindset that comes with prosperity and so many
things being made available it a consumer culmmwe
doesn’t always want to hear very nuch about
subjects [ike repentance and the forgivencss of sins.

Undeserving as it is, resistant as il can be, Canada in
2011 is the big, wide, wonderfol and sometimes
exasperating place where the Lord has decided vou
and T should live and do cur worlk for Him. He loves
the people all around us. He died {or them. He
wanls you and me to see them through His
eveglasses. And so Jesus says that repentance and
the forgiveness of sins are to be preached to all
nations, beginning nght whers we are.

I leave it to our gifted guest essayist 1o napack the
theme of this convention from Psalm 36, fa Your
Light We See Light. David sang that way hecause
only God’s light can show you what fight really is.
Only God's light can 1lluminate the lcuth about the
complex situation all arcund us, how to analyze it
properly so vou grasp the best way to respond. Only
God's light can make clear where the cure will come
from.

11 o the basis of the light Jesus shares in this little
text of ours, let’s be guite clear in this tme of
confusion! Conlusion besets all kinds of people
these days, inchoding us on many occasions. 'l
repeal sumething I wouched on eatlier. It°s
astounding that so much of organized Christianity
can commment cndlessly on all sorts of social, political
and economic issugs, and very rarely suys much o
the public about the cucilied and risen Jesus, and
very rarely invites people to repent and pul their toast
in Him for the forgiveness of sins.

But even i we think we've cot that clear, we suffer
from encugh confusion of our own. How many good
old confessional Lutheran congregations and people
focus on panish social events or arganizational
sirategics or all sorts of' side issues and seem to invest
rather little enerpy inte drawing close to the cruculed
and rsen Christ with Iis call o repentance and the
forgiveness of sins? How many of our members
display such an indifference to the study of God’s
Holy Word? How many of our congregalions seem o
have made peace with that neglect and inditference?’

Inn the lesson read earlier from Acts 1, we heard that
whit Jesus Christ did up to the doy of His
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Ascension only represents What He hegan o do and
w ieach, The flip-side of that coin is marvelous to
consider, that the glonous Ascended Lourd 1 sull busy
doing and teaching among Llis people. You see it
right off the bat, how the Ascended Ome guided the
early faithful through their first 2apenda iter, electing
3L Matthias as an apuostle, even though Jesus was
npw removed [rom their sight. Cven today, when
there's any sincere penitence in the church, any real
fuith, any selfless love, you can have the confidence
that every precious thing that ever takes place among
us comes because the Ascended Lord Jesus Christ is
eantinuing te do and to teach.

By the words He shares in his little text before us,
He at this moment (s waching unmislakably whal the
focus of your personal faith and the work we do
together in congregations and in the Synod really
cught W be about. This s what is writter. The
Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the thied
day, and repentance and the forgiveness of sins will
be preached in His name te all nations, heginning at
Jemsalem.

By this preaching of tepentance and the forgiveness
of sins the Lord does all the things Luther deseribed
in his explanalion of the 'Third Article of the
Apostolic Creed: Tle calls, gathers, enlightens and
sanctifies the whole Chostian church on eurth and
keeps it with Jesus Christ in the One tme taith.

How could the early Christians have cver expected to
make atiy veal “dent”™ on the world? They were
small, primitive, diseonnected from the big power
structutes. But by the preaching of repentance and
the forgiveness of sins, Christ kept His promise, 1
will build my church. How could Luther’s
Refarmation have ever hoped 1o make headway with
the odds 1t had stacked against it? Once again, il
happened by the preaching of repentance and the
forgiveness of sins.

How wall cur beloved synodical family and those
lecal congrogations out there not merely survive, but
actually flourish? How will we provide our
communities with what our communities most need
to receive trom us? Tt will happen by the preaching
of repentance and the forgfveness of sins, ot it wont
happen at all.

Ascension’s great Lord is drawing vou close 1o
Himself this ¢vening. He is comforting you with His
Good News. [le is inviting you to take His body into
your own body. He is proving Himself to be whart St.
Luke says He is, the One Who never stopped doing
and teaching even after the clouds took Him out of
the church's sight. As foolish as we are, and as slow
of heart to believe as we ulten bave been, we rejoice
that He does not weary in s labours Tor us. When
we have 1im, we have what we need, Amen,

Robert Bugbee, President
Lutheran Charch-Canads



Sunday, June 5, 2011 Sermon
Rev. Micheal Keith

{Video uf this sermon is available at www lecvideo.net)

Text: John 17:1-11
When Jesus kad spoken these words, he lified wp his

cves fo heaven, and said, "Father, the hour has came,

elorify vour Son that the bon may glorify you, since
you have given him authority over all flesh, 16 give
eterngl fife to all wham yau have given ki dnd this
is eternad life, that they kmow you the only true God,
and Jesus Christ whom you have sent, [ glorified you
on earth, having accomplished the work that you
gave me to do. And now, Father, glorify me in your
awn presence with the glory that [ had with you
before the world existed. "I have manifested your
rame Io the people whom you gave me out af the
warld Yours they were, and vou gave them ia me,
eand they have kept your wird. Now they know fhai
everyihing that you have given me is from you. For ]
have given Hem the words thar you gave me, und
they have recefved fhem and have come o fmow in
truth that f came from you, and they fave believed
that you sent me. { am praving for them. [ am not
provving for the world bur for those whom you have
given me, for they are yours. Al miine ave yours, and
yirurs are ming, and §am glorified in them, And Fam
no fonger in the world, but they ure in the world, and
{ ant coming o you. Aoly Father, keep them in youy
name, whick you have given me, that they may be
OnE, ever 28 we are one.

Cur Lord Jesus prays for His Chuorch,

The Church, all believers in Christ, is one.

We confess thig in the Creeds, most explicitly in the
Nicene — “1 believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church™

We, the Church, are one.

One in our baptism through which our Lord Jesus
reached down through the blessed waters and took
you in His hand and ¢laimed you as His vwrn. In tlus
blessed sacrament you were washed in the blood of
the Lamb and cleansed of all your sin and puilc. Tn
holy baptism yeu were made 2 member of the family
of God and a beleved child of the Father,

We, the Cburch, are one.

Ome as we pather before Goed to confess our sins.

One as we look o Jesus speaking throuph Tis called
and ordained servant 1o speak forgiveness, w actually
deliver to us the forgivensss He carned for us on the
cross, to speak us righteous, in the Holy Absolution.

We, the Church, are aog.

One as we pather at the altar to be given the holy
Body and Blood of Jesus. In Holy Communion our
Lotd Jesns pathers us together as we proclaim His
death until He comes. We come in unity, i coneerd,
as Many grains are made into ong loaf and many
prapes are made into wine — and in Jesus we are one.
Tn Jesus we are one with each other at the altar and
one with the Church who has gone before us into
glory. There in the blessed Sacrament our Lord
comes humbly under bread and wine and gives ns
Himsell ~ His very bady and blood. We are forgiven,
fed, nourished, srengthened.

We, the Church, are ome.

The English here is a little mislending in the Gospel
reading: “that they may be 0ne”, Jesus is not praying
that we would fecome one but that we would be kept
in the oncness which glveady exists in [Tim by the
Father, And here is where there has been much
mischief in our day. I is obvious even to the casual
observer that the Church as we see it in our day i3 not
in agreement in doctring and practice. Every town
and eity has an alphabet soup of churches listed in the
phone book, When you look at the contemporary
church scene it is hard to see the unity Jesus speaks
about in His prayer. Sit down for one meeting of my
town s multi-denominational minisienal and 1he
coneept of church unity seems unintelligible And
because of the visible divisions (n the Charch many
well intentioned Christians have set about to fix this
unhappy state of affairs and try through their efforts
w bring abow chureh unity

The so called “ecumenical movement”™ secks to
bring ditfering church bodies together and to
declare fellowship, unity, with anc another.

The ceurnenical movement seems to stand for
nothing other than being ecurnenical. We have scen
this happen “clusest to home™ with the FLCIC and
the Anplican Church of Canada among others, Often
these ciforts are celebrated as great accomplishments
as different church bodies sign agreements and
declare fellowship with one another. But there is a
serious error o which many well mbettioned
Christians fall into: Oneness and upity at the cost of
muth; “Reconcilad diversity™- an absurd contradiction
in terms. ! was told at a vecent mimsterial meeting
that 1 our diversity we find ouc unity. But such a
way of speaking is nonsensical and does violence to
both logic and the English language.
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1t is a lie to declare unity when in fact such unity
does not exist,

To ignore and gloss over the differences, The
prophet Jeremiah spoke of this when he said, * They
dress the wound of my peopfe ay though it were not
serious. "FPegre, peace,” ey sy, when there is no
peace” (Jeremiah 8:11). Many like 1o view the
Church as made up of different flavours, it is all
hasically the same, just pick the one that best suits
you. Bul such thinking forgets that some things we
mipht eat are unhealthy and even potentially deadly
to us. When there 15 false teaching, false doctrine, it
is a serious wound in the Church of Chnist

Bat many wish to dress the wound as il il were not
SETIOUS.

Glossing over the differences in teaching and belicfs
for a false umty, When the Church does this she sells
her birthright for a mess of pottage. ‘There 15 no
integrity in a false unity, Yes. looking ar the
contermporary Church it is hard to see the unity of
which onr Lord Jesus speaks, What about among us —
brothers and sisters — in LCC? Right now there are
some of you who are thinking [ am sospect because I
am & hardcore Roughriders fan. But in all scriousness
to a certain extent our church is divided by
regionalism.

And this regianalism can lead us to disteust those in
othet regions of our church. The east is steict and
uptight and the west is lively and reaching out —
right? The west is libera] and “wishy-washy™ and the
gast is conservative and confessional — right? Oh, |
know, it iz not polite to say such things our loud — but
let's be honest — that is a common generalization held
among s,

Such senernlizativns sbout fellow brothers and
sisters im Chrisf only harm the hody of Christ.

[t leads to pride. Does one dse rom bed and pray: 1
thank Cred that | am not like other men, especially
like those in the Central District?

Have we ¢reated exclusive clubs amoeng ourselves
with bouncers at the doors?

Does each litle group withm our chorch have its own
distinetive character that it secks to nurture like
{ollum and his precious? Such a view af the Church
15 porsun. Each group sefting itself up to identify
itself in distinction from those arcund it, We are
cotfissional and therefore anyone cutside of our
group is not, We are missional and therctore anyone
ouiside our group is not. We are farthful and
therefore anyone outside our group is lakey,

We are loving and anyone outside our group s only
waorried about mules. It 5¢ts us in opposition © one
anolher as if we are in some sort of competition.

Trying 10 win the victory Jesus bas already won.

Have you sown seeds of discord and distrust?
Have you set up bartiers and divisions meant to keep
your fellow brothers and sisters out of your group— or
maybe more accurately so yow can cradle your awn
petceptions and judgments of them with those of like
minds tather than to actually try and interact with one
another? Have you heen uncharitable in your
Judgment af another  guick w judge, making
assumptions, rather than ¢ntering into dialogus?

[Lave you knowingly disregarded what is agreed
among us in doctrine and practice and therefore
introduced disunily i our conlession?

Have you listened more to the culowre of our day w
inforin what you believe rather than to the Word of
God and the voices of our Fathers?

D& you peer at your fellow confessors of the Faith
with plank filled eye?

Repent,

Repent of your pride, Repent of vour arrogance,
Repent of your party spint.

Your Lord Jesus comes to vou today throueh His
Word and reeeives you and cleanses you of your
=in.

Not becanse you are part of the right group. Not
bevause you are the most zealous for outreach, Not
even because you are the most orthodox believer
north of the border. But because of His life, death on
the cross, and resurrection. Because of what He has
dong — not what you bave done. You, who have
caused division have been made whole in Clrist by
grace through faith. You who have looked with
suspicion upon your hrothers and sisters have bean
exonerated in Jesus. You who have not listened to the
voice of your Good Shepherd It to the voice of the
culure aee declared innocent by the One found gutley
in your stead. You, dear hrother or sister in Christ,
are forgiven. You have been made whole in Jesus.
We live together as brothers and sisters in Christ in
that grace given to us by our Tord Jesus,

“Hely Father, keep them in your name, whick
you have given me, that they may be one, even
as we qre ope.”
Our Loxd Jesus prays for His Church. He prays
for you and me, That we would remain one.
This oneness 13 not browght about by man’s efforts.
This oneness is not brought about by organizational
resiruchuring and the signing of joint declarations and
other such documents. This oneness is brought about
and preserved by the Holy Spint woerking through the
Word. Creating and sustaining faith and trust in
Jesus, We sing “T.otd, Keep us Steadfast in Thy
Word™ The Lord of the Chureh working through His
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Spirit in the Word and Sacraments both brings about
and susiaing the unity of the Church, And He will
continue to do so among us as well.

The Reformers used the teym concerdia 10 express
this unity.

The word coscordia comes from two Latin words
meaning “with™ and “heart.” For us the idea is that
what we confless fogether in our faith "is as if those
who share it have a single heart beat.™ By God’s
grace the Gospel message of the free forgiveness of
sins solaly for the sake of Christ by grace through
[aith alone hus been passed down te us. We joyiully
receive this Good News and confess 1t together. With
one heart we speak it to each another and to the
world With one heart we receive it by grace through
fuith, Tn Jesus we are one,

We in Lutheran Church Canada have been
blessed to receive the Gospel faith fully preserved
by Gud through the ages and passed down to us
by our fathers and mothers.

The fact that you and 1 are here this morning as a
rember of this ehuoreh is because there were many
faithful Christians who have gone before us who
were of one heart and mind. We simply add our
“Amen” to the ancient confession of the Christian
Faith, joining our voices with all those who have
gone hefore us in faithfully eonfessing Jesus as Lord.
And we, by God's grace, seek to confess faithfully in
our day as well. As members of LOC we seek to
support and encourage one another in our faithful
confession of our Lord and Llis Gaospel. We, brothers
and sisters, are one in Jesus.

And vur Lord keeps praying for His Church.
Amen.



Rev. Dir. Ed Lehman
President Emeritus of Lutheran Church—Canada

Thank you, President Bugbee and thandk you my
brothers and sisters for giving me this epporiunity to
bring a word of greeting.

First, let me congratulate you, Dr. Bugbee on your
reelzetion fo another 1erm. Three years ago we called
upon the Lord to supply us with angther earthly
leader for our synod, and you were God 's answer 10
those prayers. In the intervening time, we have
joryfully embraced each ether. Your passion, your
energies, your personal warmth have endeared you lo
us, and we thank God for vou. And if you have often
been called President Mayan, take that az a
compliment. Our special thanks also 10 your
wonderfial wife, (iail, and vour extended family, who
in spite of many pamiul adjustments have upheld you
in prayer and made your ministry to us and our Lord
both possible and prafitable.

I's been 23 veurs since our dear svnod said to
Moiher Missouri, *We think it’s time we moved out
of the house, not because we don’t like it here, bhut
because we like it too much ™ 1t was time to assume
our adult responsibilities [or the church in our land
and for the mission around the world. As we took
those steps we praved, “Lovd. You have called your
servents fa venhires of which we can not see the
ending, by paths as yer unrrodden, through perils
wrknown, GGive s faith fo weo o with good courage,
not inowing where we go bur onfy that your hand is
feadmyg ws and your love supporting us.”

And God has answered our pravers. He has blessed
our proclamation of the Gaspel, not only here, but in
new mission fields on (hree continenis. He has given
s two seminaries, providing us with about two thirds
ol all ihe paslors serving our congregations, and a
miversity to provide teachers and other diaconal
workers. He has kept us faithful ro His Word and
spared us from the heresies that are wreaking havoe
throughout mieh of Christendom.

But he has neither insulated nor isolated us ffom the
spirit of the world in which we live. And, with all
the material blessings, we have become increasingly
poor of spinit. We are [ike a family in which the
children are grown up, there’s enough money to go
around, with exira to spend on our favorite toys, But
after 23 years the marriage is a linle tired, not at risk
ol divoree, but one which takes all the good things
for granted. If nothing interrupls that comfortable
environment, all seems well. Bul what if something
unexpecied forces itself upon us? Think of the

families who lost their homes to wildfires in Slave

Lake, Alberta, or fo floeds in Maniteba or Quebee,

Catastrophes can either make us or break us. Either
we hang together or we hang apan.

Where am T going with this analogy? This is now the
niuth convention of our synod. Buot [ don’t ever
remember having such apprehension, even anxisty
over what actions we might or might not take. [ think
many of you have the same sense that 1 do. Let me,
without fear or favor, ofter a word of fratermal
advice, And I think | can do this with a certain
immunity. You can’t fire me, vou can't even unelect
me. Of course, vou can disregard me. 1 am ater all
“emerits.” Or e-merit, as in e-mail, e-bay, e-
conference, e-lail. That’s “e®, as I elecrenic, ool
real, put virtual, only appearing to be rgal. So thar's
how we can understand cmetinus. Appeaning to have
merit, but not really having any!

So on the basis of this “e-merit” position, let me tell
ol how to vote. What? Yes, let me tell vou how o
vote. | did not sav, * for whom you should vote™ or
even “whal your vole should be” bul “Aow you
should vote™. Imagine that family that lost all its
belongs ina fire or flood, sitting down and arguing
about what needs 1o be replaced first: My ATV, my
wardrobe, my X-box, 1f cach party in @ mamage, or
m a family, for that mater, thought only ef his or her
own interest or desire, such a family’s loss would
only be compounded., for while they may have
survived as individuals, they have ceased o function
as a fanily.

We have come to this convention not as individuals,
not as persons with a particular axe 1 grind ora
special battle w win, We are here as 2 family. A
synedical family. Qur ohjective thergfore, cannot be
tor achieve that which we want, but to discover what
the family really needs. And it is to achieve thar
greater pood that we speak and decide and uliimailely
vote, You may be very passionate about your
convictions, but I plead with vou, to min that well
tehearsed speech past the one who hung on Calvary’s
crass, and ask, “Jesus, 18 1t akay for me o say this?
Or will it enly add to your serrow'!™ As a decision
begins 10 crystallize io your mind offer it up w the
risen and ascended 1[lead of the Church, and ask Him,
“will this serve yowr Kingdom, or wall it simply
further my own agenda™

Twao years after our synod was organized, we had our
first regular convention, Arthe conclusion of that



event, Bill Buller, who was assistant i the president
at that time, camc up to me and said, *This was no
convention. This was a love-fest.” That was how we
fih about one another, and about “our beloved

svnod.” Such leve is, of course 2 pift from God
Himself, not manufactured by backsiapping and
embraces.

Rev, Dr. Ralph Mayan
President Emeritus of Lutheran Church—Canada

President Bugbee, (Gad’s richest bleasing upon vou
and Gail a5 you continue to serve as president of our
beloved Synod) President Emeritus Lehman,
Honoured Guests, my dear brothers and sisters in
Christt

Greelings 10 you in the name of Him who is our
“fountain of life,” Under the shower of His steadfast
love, we take our refuge; From His fountain of prace,
we drink deep His pifts of forgiveness and life.
Indeed, in His light—we see light! We recaive light!
We become light! We proclaim light reflecting the
Tight af Jesus Christ in this country and around the
world! Grace te you and peace from our Lord Jesus
Christ!

[1°s u joy to be al this conveniion with you — to pray
with vou and for vou as you make decisions that will
guide the Synod ag we move forward in our Giod-
given commissicn to “make disciples of all nations.™

In bnnging personal greetings, I want to express my
thanks to the Synod and her leadership for the
priviicge given me 1o serve as a volumteer
administrative missionary. The opportunity given ko
serve has been a wonderful blassing to me and 1 pray
to those whom 1 was privileged to scrve,

Ad this genvention T had planned 1o do what I was not
able to do for sonie 12 years — and that is to spend
convention time in the hallways just vigiting. That
plan was brought fo an end by one phene call (rom
our dear president. He has several tasks for me. And
i's my privilege 10 carry out ong of those tasks now.

1 bring greeiings to vou from the member churches of
the International Lutheran Council of which Lutherin
Church-Canada is a member and share a little about
the orgamization and s work,

The International Lutherzn Council s 3 worldwide
association of some 33 established confessional
Lutheran churches which proclaim the Gospel of
Jesus Chrisr on the basis of an uneonditional
commitment to the Holy Seriplures as the inspired
and infallible Word of God and te the Lutheran
Confessions contained in the Book of Conoord as the
truc and faithful exposition of the Word of Geod.

The Intemational Lutheran Council is not a church
body. a super ¢church and does not carry out churchly
functions. It dossp’t prescribe any course of action
for itz member churches, but seeks 1o assist,
encoursge and strengihen i1s member churches in
their confession and witness by providing a forum
whereby member churches can share infonmation,
study theological questions and concerns, discuss
effective and coovdinated ways of carnying out the
mission and ministry of the church always working
toward the closest possible joim expression of the
[aith which 1akes place at the altar and in the pulpit.
Each church body 1s repeesented by its president or
Bishop or their desigmate.

The organization is divided into five world arcas,
Asia, North America, Latin America, Burvpe and
Africa. Our world area incindes the following
member churches: LCC, LCMS, The Evangelical
Lutheran Church of Haiti (ELCHD, and the American
Association of Lutheran Churches {AALC) These
world arzas gather separately every three years for
study, planning and reflection. The ollewing year
there is an intemational conference where all member
churches are invited to gather and be represented by
their presidents. In 2012, Lutheran Church-Canada
will be hosting this convention at Mount Carmel
Retreet Centre in Niagara Falls, Ontaric.

The Chairman of the TI.C is Bishop Hans-Jorg Yoigt,
Our own president, Dr. Bugbee servas as the viee-
chair. Sinee the resignation of Dr. Nafrger, it is my
privilege 1o serve as the Interim Executive Secratary
of the ILC.

As the Fxecutive Secretary, | take this opportumty to
express my ihanks to Lutheran Church-Canada for
the continzed snpport you have given to the work of
the ILC. Since the beginning of the ILC and even
before in its formation, LOC has taken a significam
tole. Your past presidents have served in leadership
positions in the organization; President Emenius
Lehman was mstrumnental in drafting the Constitution
and Guiding Principles and we are most grateful for
the on-going financial support that has heen given.

If there ever was a time in the history of Christendom
when there was a need for an organization tha can



encourage, strengthen and enable confessional
Lutheran Churches in their confession and their
mission and ministry, it is now. And by God's grace,
the lnsernational Lutheran Council secks to
accomplish this goal so that each member church in
their arca of mission and responsibility might serve
4s 2 beacon presenting a unified and winsome
proclemation of (he Gospel which stands
unabashedly on the Holy Scriptures as God's inerrant
and infallible Word May God's blessing continue to

rest upon the 11.C: May God continue to bless
Luiheran Church-Canada.

Last night, as we compicted the receprion of the Holy
Sacrument, we sang these words, which T falt were so
appropriate to our convenuon these days: “#Fith vour
Feast vou feed us, with yeur light now fead us; unite
UF a5 one in s e that we shove. Then may alf the
fiving with praise and thanksgiving, Give honour ta
Chrise and His name thar we bear " May Guod’s

light confinue to lead us, se that we may remain
uniled m bim in all that we do. Thank you!

Bishop Hans-jiirg Voigt
The Independent Evanglical Lutheran Church in Germany
(presented to the convention by Rev. Dr. Wilhelm Torgerson})

Angust Church Synod, Honoured Dear Sisters and
Brothers,
Honowred Mr, President, Dear Kobert!

On the occasion of your Church’s Synod I extend to
vou the greetings of the Tndependent Evangelical
Lutheran Charch in Germany. [ am pleased that
Paster Wilhelm Tergerson DD, can personally greet
you oo ol behalf,

“In Thy Light Do We Sec Light™ is the synodical
thems of your convention. Leoking at the entire verse
9 of Psalin 36 “Fer with Thee is the Fountain of
Life; in Thy Light [0 We See Light”, my mind is
immediately led to the topic our Church has chosen
this year: Holy Baptism. In the waier of Baptism the
Triune God endowed us with ¢yes of faith that can
sce His bright Light.

I saw an artist’s painting showing Jesus healing a
blind man. The Savjour touches the grey, dull eyes of

the blind man - and the painting of the blind man is a
selt-pormran af the artist {Oto [ix). Our Baptism is
such a healing of the blind — it is nothing Tess.

Now we see the ight of creation! We now see the
Light of the resurrection and of our re-demption!
Fterna] thanks to God!

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Canada! We are juined
together with yeou in this faith, sum-marized in our
Lutheran Confessions, in altar and pulpit fellowship.
1 enjoy a cordial friendship with your President
Robert Bugbee. 1 am delighied that | will travel to
Capuda for the very first iime in June to attend the
meeting of the ILC Executive Commnittee. This is one
of the reasons why [ canmot be with vou now. 1 do
hope that T will be ahle 10 be in atendance ar one of
wvour synodical conveniions in the future,

My very cordial preetings o you in our common
Laitht!

Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison
President, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

Thank you very much. [1°s such an honour to be here,
What a pleasure to be with vou, a distinct honour,

There was a vicar, a wonderful vicar, a few vears ago
in an area near my hometown, My grandmother, now
deceased, was well into her nineties and suffering
from dementia. This voung vicar was called to that
congregation, and he knew a little German so he sang
German hymns to my grandmother as she was

sullering from dementia. | thanked him profusely bui
then said, “Well, my grandmother™s actually French-
Canadian. Didn’t you see the French prayer on the
wall in her room?”

['m glad she was at leasl introduced to the language
of (he angels very close to the time of her end. fler

name was Theresa Chougquene, and hor Tamily came
10 Quebed from France in 1650 and wound up in
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Jowa. Those were my Greai-Uncle Roland and
Great-Uncle Rainey and the entire Chouquette clan;
they were all Roman Catholics. They were the
renegade part of the family. | even get my curly hair
from the French!

It’s great to be here, and T thought it would be helpful
to mention that background, and then, because this is
a bilingual convention, 1 thought [ might address you
with a little bit of Canadian. ) was with the Lutheran
Asseciation of Missionaries and Pilots about 25-34
years ago, living (n a remote Cree [ndian village in
Deer Lake, Ontario.

Pastor Wasvlowich is here. When I see yon, |
remember that cabbage dish your mother made all the
time and would bring 10 church. 1t's good 10 see you
agam,

My wife and T lived in this village, and "Il grest you
with the people’s greeting, the Cree presting,
(speaking i Cree) “Hello, white men and white
women.” (speaking in Crec) [ want to sing for youn a
song that was very meaningful to me that year. 1
learned it singing and playing banjo with the people
every week. (singing in Cree) [ have no idea what it
THeans.

T_et me further say: (speaking in Cree) Thar means, ~1
have lois of friends.™ The Missouri Synod has lots of
friends here, and you have [ots of friends south of the
border. And [t's great thai we are in this parmership
togeiher. Righl now in the Missouri Synod, we have
solved all the problems, so you’ll be glad to hear that,
We're just communicating this now.

There are so many challenges. As President Semmler
said se wonderfully, T wish I had something
slathered from the bottom of a beer vaf 1o give you,
but [ don’t. It's a specialty of the Australions, and
il’s great to sec him.

We arc in this fellowship of the faith, and we all face
the same challenges. It*s a day and age where the
warld is heavy upon us and evil works against us.
It’s a wretched day and age.

And vet we are called precisely for this time and this
mameni. There's a wonderful passape om the
Formula of Concord on election (1 1:48), and if you
read it, yvou'll never forget it. *God has determined
in advance those specific afflicrions by which He
wills 1o vonlorm us to the image of His Son.,” God
determines the specific affiiclions,

The gates of hell shall not prevail against the church,
Times are challenging, but times are always
challenging for the church. Former LCMS President
Freidrich Pfotenhzuer wrote 10 4 far-flung district that
included many churches in Manitoba and Ontarie and
said, “If you are tempted 1o leave your post, don’t do
it to try to find a better place, a cushier place, some
place with more money. Don’t do it. You arg ata
difficult place. The Lord has put you ar this place for
this moment. You have a sacred vocation to be the
Lord’s man there speaking the Word of God 10
people there,”

And that is the Lord’s wonder ful commission to vow
Luther said in an ordination sermor, 1 give vou a
potent promise. It's what Jesus said, *T.o, Tam with
vou alwgys.™ That's a potent promise! He’s with
you. Y ou are furgiven.

The Indizns would come 1o me every day, and they'd
look at my canoe 1 was building, and 1hey’d say,
{speaking in Cree) “1s it ready, white man?” So I say
10 you, (speaking in Cree) “Are you ready?
Remember what Jesus satd in Mark 1:28: (speaking
in Cree) “Let's go.”' Let's rock and roil. We're here
for this moment. And we in the Missouri Syned are
delighted to have you as our brothers and sisters in
the faith in every way, shape and form. May the
Lord bless you richly. Thank you, President.



	SKM_C454e20082110380
	SKM_C454e20082110390
	SKM_C454e20082110391
	SKM_C454e20082110392
	SKM_C454e20082110400
	SKM_C454e20082110401
	SKM_C454e20082110402
	SKM_C454e20082110430
	SKM_C454e20082110431
	SKM_C454e20082110440
	SKM_C454e20082110441
	SKM_C454e20082110450
	SKM_C454e20082110460
	SKM_C454e20082110461
	SKM_C454e20082110462
	SKM_C454e20082110470
	SKM_C454e20082110471
	SKM_C454e20082110480
	SKM_C454e20082110481
	SKM_C454e20082110491
	SKM_C454e20082110500
	SKM_C454e20082110501
	SKM_C454e20082110510
	SKM_C454e20082110511
	SKM_C454e20082110512
	SKM_C454e20082110520
	SKM_C454e20082110530
	SKM_C454e20082111060
	SKM_C454e20082111070
	SKM_C454e20082111071
	SKM_C454e20082111072
	SKM_C454e20082111110
	SKM_C454e20082111111
	SKM_C454e20082111120
	SKM_C454e20082111121
	SKM_C454e20082111122
	SKM_C454e20082111130
	SKM_C454e20082111131
	SKM_C454e20082111160
	SKM_C454e20082111170
	SKM_C454e20082111171
	SKM_C454e20082111180
	SKM_C454e20082111181
	SKM_C454e20082111190
	SKM_C454e20082111191
	SKM_C454e20082111192
	SKM_C454e20082111200
	SKM_C454e20082111210
	SKM_C454e20082111211
	SKM_C454e20082111220
	SKM_C454e20082111221
	SKM_C454e20082111580
	SKM_C454e20082111581
	SKM_C454e20082111582
	SKM_C454e20082111590
	SKM_C454e20082112000
	SKM_C454e20082112010
	SKM_C454e20082112011
	SKM_C454e20082112012
	SKM_C454e20082112020
	SKM_C454e20082112021
	SKM_C454e20082112030
	SKM_C454e20082112031
	SKM_C454e20082112040
	SKM_C454e20082112041
	SKM_C454e20082112042
	SKM_C454e20082112050
	SKM_C454e20082112051
	SKM_C454e20082112052
	SKM_C454e20082112060
	SKM_C454e20082112070
	SKM_C454e20082112071
	SKM_C454e20082112072
	SKM_C454e20082112080

